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“God’s love was revealed among us in
this way: God sent his only Son into the
world so that we might live through
him.” 1 John 4:9
My dear brothers and sisters,
The grace of God makes us worthy this year to celebrate once more the
great feast of Christmas. Christmas is an opportunity for all the faithful to
discover the deeper spiritual meaning of the feast, the joy of giving.
Christmas is often seen as a time for “giving” and “receiving”, resulting in the
notion of gift-exchange, as we know it. However, in the minds of many, the
aspect of “receiving” takes greater prominence. The reason for this, it seems,
is that our collective psyche has been formed that way. From very early, the
child learns to expect gifts at Christmas time. Only later in life does the
dimension of “giving” comes into play. It seems quite easy to rationalize that
reasoning since children, by virtue of their limited capabilities, are easily
understood to be at the receiving end of the gift-giving.
However, it is hoped that as one matures in Christian/human consciousness,
imbibing the true purpose of the nativity of Christ, we will be able to reflect
in our Liturgy and social interactions, a more wholesome understanding of
the reason for His coming into the world. The story of Christmas, as we
know, has to do with the fact that God in his love and mercy, sent his Son,
Jesus, as an absolutely free gift to make salvation possible for humanity. In
his letter to the Romans, Paul affirms that truth when he says: “but what
proves that God loves us is that Christ died for us while we were still sinners”
(Rom 5:8). The absolute giftedness of God is always meant to be a model
for us humans. Therefore, Christmas is meant to the model par excellence,
of the human disposition towards life.
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It is well to know that, historically, the gift-giving associated with Christmas,
has its origin in the visit of the Magi, i.e. the three wise men from the East
who visited Jesus bringing Him gifts of gold, frankincense and myrrh. That
gesture was a response to the understanding that this Epiphany was the
revelation of God’s utter giftedness to the world in the person of the Christ.
The entire ministry of Jesus was a prolonged teaching on the theology of
Christmas—the theology of giving.
My brothers and sisters in Christ, like the Magi and the shepherds before
us, we are making our Christmas journey to see the new born savior.
Centuries ago, gifts of gold, frankincense and myrrh greeted the infant Jesus.
People in need of God’s love rejoiced in the news of his birth and offered
gifts of gratitude. This Christmas, let us also visit the manger and give the gift
of ourselves.
At this time, therefore, let us thank God for all he has given us, including
those among us who serve our Church and country, to engender moral,
spiritual and social development: our civil and religious leaders, our civil
servants and private sector workers, farmers and fisher folk, educators and
all others.
I wish you all a blessed and joy-filled Christmas. May our Lord Jesus ,
Babe of Bethlehem, bless all of us.……….

MERRY CHRISTMAS ……..
With my Prayers and Blessings

+ Most Rev. Prasad Gallela
Bishop of Cuddapah
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Clergy Recollection and Christmas Celebrations
Monthly recollection for the month of December and Christmas Celebrations
will be at Diocesan level in our Bishop's House on 14th December, 2017 .
Recollection starts at 9.30 am and ends with Christmas Mass and fellowship
meal. Kindly attend without fail.
TIME TABLE
09: 30 a.m.

Arrival

10: 00 a.m.

Talk by Rev. Fr. Christu Raj, SHS at
St. Mary’s Cathedral

10: 45 a.m.

Coffee Break

11: 00 a.m

Adoration and Confessions at St. Mary’s Cathedral

11: 45 p.m.

Holy Mass at St. Mary’s Cathedral

01: 00 p.m. Festive Lunch at Bishop’s House
Sacred Ordinations to Priesthood
We are happy to inform you that three of our deacons namely Deacon Pala
Balaswamy - Mariapuram, Deacon Gudiselapalli Suresh - Karunagiri, Deacon
Kalutla Prabhu Kumar – Yeturu Mission are going to be ordained as priests
by our Bishop Most Rev. Prasad Gallela at 10:00 am on 04-12-2017 at St.
Mary’s Cathedral, Mariapuram, Kadapa. Let us congratulate and wish them
all the best for their Priestly Ministry.
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03-12-2017

11:00 am

Village Chapel Blessing at
Ramarajupalli, Mariapuram Parish

04-12-2017

10:00 am

Holy Ordination to the Priesthood of
our three Deacons at St. Mary’s
Cathedral, Mariapuram

11-12-2017

09:00 am

Inaguration and Blessing of Karunalayam
(Mercy Home), Near Airport, Kadapa.

14-12-2017

09:30 am

Diocesan Clergy Recollection and
Christmas Celebrations at Bishop’s House.

17-12-2017

11:30 am

CRI Meeting and Holy Mass at
St.Anthony's Institute, Don Bosco, Kadapa.

23-12-2017

10:00 am

Christmas Celebrations and Blessing of
New Building at St. Joseph's Jr College.

24-12-2017

11:30 pm

Christmas Vigil Mass at St. Mary’s
Cathedral, Mariapuram.

25-12-2017

08:00 am Christmas Mass at Arogyamatha Shrine

31-12-2017

11:30 pm

01-01-2018

08:00 am

December - 2017

New Year Vigil Mass at St. Mary’s
Cathedral, Mariapuram
Holy Mass on the Feast of Mary the
Mother of God at Arogyamatha Shrine
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On 19th of November, 2017 His Excellency Most Rev. Dr. Prasad
Gallela celebrated Holy Eucharist at St. Mary’s Cathedral, Mariapuram on
the Special Sunday which is dedicated as the world day of the poor by Holy
Father Pope Francis. “To know Christ we must know the poor”. Bishop in
his homily said that Christ has come to this world in order to save mankind
that is to up lift the poor, and to redeem sinners from the clutches of bondage.
So it is our prime responsibility to pray, help and stood by the poor in their
Journey as Jesus said “As you have done to the least of my brethren you
have done to me”. Bishop also appreciated all the legion of Mary members
for their prayers and services in the Diocese and blessed them to be good
soldiers of Christ and Mother Mary. He also appreciated and thanked Rev.Fr.
S. Prakash, Rev. Fr. S. Jayapal and Deacon G.Suresh.

On 24th of November 2017 our shepherd Dr. Prasad Gallela celebrated
Holy Eucharist on the final day of the Annual Retreat for the clergy of the
Diocese, second group at Sacred Heart Pastoral Center Kadapa. Bishop
inaugurated the Retreat with lighting the lamp on 20th morning at 9:30 am
and concluded it on 24th of November by thanking the lord and seeking
intercessions of Mother Mary. Bishop appreciated the preacher Rev.Fr.
Irudayaraj Kulandaisamy from National Suvartha Kendra, Maddya Pradesh,
for giving inspiring reflections with his practical experienced knowledge, hope
it helped all our priests to recommit themselves to Christ and Mother Church.
He appreciated Msgr. Rev. Lourdu Marianna Ery, V.G, Rev. Fr. Saginala
Paul Prakash the Chancellor, Rev. Fr. Susai Antony the Procurator and Rev.
Fr. D. Suman Assistant Director of the Pastoral center for making
arrangements so well to have a Retreat very fruitful.
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On 25th of November 2017 His Lordship Most Rev. Dr. Prasad Gallela
Solemnized the Sacred event by thanking and praising the Lord on the happy
occasion of the Diamond and Silver Jubilees of Montfort brothers Alexius,
Roque Rosario D’Cunha and Mathai. M.V., at Montfort Centenary School,
Kuppam. Bishop congratulated the Diamond and Silver Jubilerians for their
selfless services in the vineyard of the Lord and in the Society of Montfort
brothers of St. Gabriel. Bishop said that St. Montfort is very much devoted
to Mother Mary and always had great concern for the poor and wished to
give them better education. As True Disciples’ of Christ and fallowing in the
footsteps of St. Montfort we must be a great source of inspiration for others.
He also appreciated the Congregation and their provincial Superiors and
brothers who are working in the Diocese of Cuddapah. He appreciated and
thanked brothers of both the communities of Montfort Schools, Staff and
the Students for their well organized program.
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Dear Fathers,
Greetings from Rev. Fr. D. Susai Antony.
This is to inform you that in December 2017 monthly payments, you will find
extra amount for Christmas gift.
* Christmas Gift for Priests
- Rs. 6000.00
* Christmas Gift for Trained Catechists
- Rs. 2000.00
* Christmas Gift for Unaided Teachers
- Rs. 2000.00
* Christmas Gift for Non Teaching Staff
- Rs. 1500.00
* Christmas Gift for Ordinary
Catechists and Watchman
- Rs. 500.00
Please distribute the amount accordingly.
MISSION SUNDAY COLLECTION:
I thank and appreciate sincerely all the fathers who have already given your
Mission Sunday Collection. I am sorry to inform you that some of the parish
priests have not given your Parish Mission Sunday Collection. Kindly send
them to the Finance Ministry Office by 10th December.

Note: Bishop’s House office will remain closed from 22nd
December 2017 to 2 nd January 2018. Priests and
Religious are requested to take note of this and make
necessary adjustments. Please inform the people and see
that they may not travel in vain to Bishop’s House.
Hear after please contact me with this number. 8328027024
Have a fruitful Advent Season and Happy Christmas.
- Rev. Fr. Susai Antony
Financial Administrator
December - 2017
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Rev. Fr. Irudayaraj Kulandaisamy from National Suvartha Kendra, Madya
Pradesh, accepted our invitation to come all the way from there in spite of
his busy schedule to give us this annual retreat. The annual retreat for the
clergy was fruitful and beneficial to the most of our fathers, who participated
in it. The whole clergy was divided into two groups; in the first group around
58 priests and in the second group 38 priests attended. Rev. Fr. Irudayraj
Kulandaisamy made everybody to feel the need of New Evangelization,
being a true disciple of Christ and making more and more disciples for Christ
in word, deed and to be the true witnesses of Christ Jesus in the world.

Rev. Msgr. Ery Lourdu Marianna
Director

Dear Fathers, Sisters and Brothers
Christmas Greetings and New Year wishes to you in the name of Infant
Jesus from Fr. Arogya Raj, the Executive Director of MPSSS. I together
with the team of MPSSS wish you joyfully in advance “A Merry
Christmas and A Bright New Year, 2018”

IAG WORKSHOP
Name of the Program
Date
Place
Participants
Organized by
December - 2017

:
:
:
:
:

Networking program
29th October 2017
Vijawada
Directors and coordinators
APTS Forum Director Rev. Fr. B. Anthaiah
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TRIBAL CHILDREN EDUCATION
Name of the Program
: Tribal Commission
Date
: 30-31st October 2017
Place
: Delhi
Participants
: Directors
Organized by
: CBCI

HANDCRAFT PROGRAM FOR THE STUDENTS
Name of the Program : Skill training
Date
: 1st November 2017
Place
: Proddature Urban Slum
Organized by
: MPSSS Coordinators

TRANING FOR THE FERMARS
Name of the Program : Ujwala
Date
: 3rd November 2017
Place
: Badvel
Organized by
: MPSSS and Government
December - 2017
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CAPACITY BUILDING TRAINING TO THE COORDINATORS
Name of the Program : Drug addicted children program
Date
: 9-11 November 2017
Place
: Kakinada
Participants
: All the coordinators of the program
Organized by
: DKA - Austria

VOLUNTEERING FOR CHANGE
Name of the Program : all India conference for volunteers
Date
: 9-11 November 2017
Place
: Delhi
Participants
: Directors and coordinators
Organized by
: Caritas India and EU Aid Volundteers
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AWARENESS ON LEGAL SERVICES
Name of the Program : District Legal Services authority
Date
: 9th November 2017
Place
: Proddature
Participants
: Lawyers, Teacher and students
Organized by
: MPSSS and Civil Judges

CHILDREN’S DAY
Name of the Program
Date
Place
Participants
Organized by

:
:
:
:
:

children’s day
14th November 2017
Proddature and Kadapa
children
MPSSS and Teachers

GOAT REARING PROGRAM
Name of the Program : Income Generation Program for Women
Date
: 23rd November 2017
Place
: Kamalapuram Parish
Beneficiaries
: 10 women from Different villages
Organized by
: MPSSS and Rev. Fr. S. Chinnappa Parish
Priest – Kamalapuram
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DIG (RAYALASEEMA REGION) GHATTAMANENI SRINIVAS
SON, SAI KOUSHIK’S MARRIAGE
Name of the Program : Marriage Reception
Date
: 23rd November 2017
Place
: Ananthapur - Kurnool District

TRAINING OF TRAINERS ON POST DISASTER NEED
ASSESSMENT
Name of the Program : Disaster Management
Date
: 24th and 25th November 2017
Place
: Jesus Center -Nellore
Participants
: 52 volunteers
Organized by
: UNICEF

TEAM: TOGETHER EVERYONE ACHIEVE MORE
I together with the staff take this opportunity to express my sincere gratitude
for giving us this opportunity to implement these developmental activities in
different parishes and also we appreciate the cooperation of the priests, the
sisters, the animators and above all the people. We remain ever grateful to
all the benefactors who support our good work for the welfare of the people.
We extend an open invitation to all the priests, sisters involved in the ministry
of social service to come to the office with the needs of your parish and
institutions so that we could plan the activities that really benefit the poor in
our care. Here’s wishing you a Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year!
Wishing you lots of love, joy and happiness. May your Christmas sparkle
with moments of love, laughter and goodwill, And may the year ahead be
full of contentment and joy.
FR.L.AROGYARAJ MSW
EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR-MPSSS
December - 2017
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Dear Fathers, Sisters, & Brothers,
Greetings to you in the name of Christ from Fr. Manohar
Gadikota, the youth director. May the joy, peace and prosperity of the
new born babe of Bethlehem be with you. I raise my heart in humble
submission to the divine babe to shower His choicest grace upon you on
this day, as His birthday gift to you.
Visit to Fathima Matha English Medium School, Badvel
In the Month of October I have visited Fathima Matha English
Medium School, Badvel. We started the programme with a prayer and
welcome speech by Rev. Sr. Jyothisya. Nearly 300 boys and girls (7th to
10th ) have taken part in this meeting. The main purpose of this gathering is
to make them active citizens and to make them spirited and committed youth
in the world. After the talk we conducted some party games and concluded
the day with prayer. My Heartfelt thanks to Rev. Sr.

Youth Festival in Tadipatri
In the month of October I have participated in youth festival at
Tadipatri, conducted by Fr. E. Balaraj in collaboration with Fr. Pasala Joseph,
the parish priest of Tadipatri. Nearly150 boys and girls have taken part in
this meeting. I have motivated them to be a great help to the Church and to
the Society as well. I sincerly thank Rev. Fr. Balaraj, the youth director of
Kurnool Diocese and Rev. Fr. Pasala Joseph, the parish Priest for arranging
this great festive.
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A Gathering for Nagari Parish Youth
On 26th of November in the evening at 6pm I have visited the youth
of Nagari parish. We have started the meeting with a lighting of the lamp and
prayer by Fr. Manohar. About 56 young boys and girls took part in this
meeting. I have given clear Idea about Youth and the different movements
of youth in the Church, like YCS and YSM. The purpose of this gathering is
to enlighten the youth to come out of their framed mind and to reach out to
the Church and to the World. I specially thank Rev. Fr. Anthony Raj, the
parish priest for his support.

Wish you Merry ChristMas &
Blessed NeW year -2018
Rev. Fr. Manohar
(Diocesan Youth Director)

December - 2017
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Full Name :
Parents
Brothers / Sisters

: Alphones & Nirmalamma
: Pushpalatha, Ravindra and
Jayachandra
Parish
: St. Mary ‘s Cathedral,
Mariapuram.
Date of Birth
: 08-01-1988
Vocation Promoter
: Rev. Fr. Cyril SVD &Rev. Fr. S.
Balaswamy
Minor Seminary
: St. Peter’s Minor Seminary
Place
: Siddavatam
Year of Study
: 2005-2007
Major Seminary (Philosophy) : Vianney College
Place
: Janampeta, Eluru
Year of Study
: 2008-2011
Regency
: 1st Year- Karunagiri: 2011-12
2nd Year- Bishop’s House: 2012-13
Theology
: St. John’s Regional Seminary
Place
: Ramanthapur, Hyderabad
Year of Study
: 2013-16
Sacred Orders
Diaconate

Date

Place

Bishop Who Conferred

: 27-10-2016. Ramanthpur Most. Rev. Udumula Bala
(Bishop of Warangal)

Diaconate Ministry: Arogyamatha Shrine and Bishop’s House
Priestly Ordination: 04-12-2017

Motto

:

Cuddapah Most Rev. Gallela Prasad
(Bishop of Cuddapah)

To preach the Good News and to
heal the wounds of the people

Phone Number

:

7702814556

E-mail Id

:

balaswamypala08@gmail.com
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Rev. Fr. Gudiselapalli Suresh

Full Name :
Parents
Brothers / Sisters

Balaswamy, Rajamma
Prasad, Anand, Nirmala Mary,
Prameela
Parish
: Karunagiri Shrine
Date of Birth
: 08-06-1988
Vocation Promoter
: Fr. D. Asirvadam
Minor Seminary
: St. Peter’s Minor Seminary
Place
: Siddavatam
Year of Study
: 2005-2007
Major Seminary (Philosophy): Vianney College
Place
: Janampeta, Eluru
Year of Study
: 2008-2011
Regency
: 1st Year- St. Mary’s Junior
College, Kurnool Diocese:2011-12
2nd Year- Holy Spirit Boys
Boarding, Kamalapuram:2012-13
Theology
: St. John’s Regional Seminary
Place
: Ramanthapur, Hyderabad
Year of Study
: 2013-16
Sacred Orders
Diaconate

:
:

Date
Place
: 27-10-2016. Ramanthpur

Bishop Who Conferred
Most. Rev. Udumula Bala
(Bishop of Warangal)

Diaconate Ministry: St. Mary’s Cathedral, Mariapuram.
Priestly Ordination: 04-12-2017 Cuddapah

Most Rev. Gallela Prasad
(Bishop of Cuddapah)

Motto

: Serve with love

Phone Number

: 8978407955

E-mail Id

: gudiselapallisursh@gmail.com
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Full Name :
Parents
Brothers / Sisters
Premalatha Parish
Date of Birth
Vocation Promoter
Seminary
Place
Year of Study
Major Seminary (Philosophy)
Place
:
Regency

: K. Yacobu, Rajamma
: Mary, Sujana, Ravikumar, Premalatha
: Yeturu Mission.
: 14-04-1987
: Rev Fr. Solomon Raju
: St. Peter’s Minor Seminary
: Siddavatam
: 2005-2007
:
: Karunapuram, Warangal Year of Study
2005-07
: 1st Year: Bishop’s House,
Kurnool Diocese
2nd Year: St. Joseph’s Boys
Boarding, Mariapuram
Theology : St. John’s Regional Seminary
Place : Ramanthapur, Hyderabad Year of Study : 2013-16
Sacred Orders
Diaconate

Date
Place
Bishop Who Conferred
: 27-10-2016. Ramanthpur Most. Rev. Udumula Bala
(Bishop of Warangal)

Diaconate Ministry: Yeturu Parish, M.G.C.M. Boarding, Chennareddypalle
and Arogyamatha Shrine.
Priestly Ordination: 04-12-2017 Cuddapah
(Bishop of Cuddapah)

Motto

Most Rev. Gallela Prasad

: Winning the souls for the glory of Christ

Phone Number : 7396449122
December - 2017
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Opening our eyes, we can see that the family in serious crisis. This being the
case, as followers of Christ and defenders of the Domestic Church—the
family—let us launch a concerted effort to save our children, save our young,
by the means of saving our families. Pessimism, cynicism, and skepticism
must not reign in our hearts, but rather confidence and hope that we can help
construct a better world by striving for better, more holy families.
Therefore, we would like to offer Ten Vitamins to Vitalise Families. By this
we mean to offer ten concrete suggestions to help all of us purify, improve,
and perfect our families. Saint Pope John Paul II expressed this truth so
clearly: The family is the basic building block of society… and… As the
family goes, so goes the society. Hopefully these suggestions will truly make
a difference in your struggle to form a good family. Never forget the consoling
words of the Archangel Gabriel to Mary that we read in the
Annunciation: Nothing is impossible with God.
1. FAMILY PRAYER - One of the primary reasons for fights, quarrels,
bitterness, coldness, and eventually separations is the lack of prayer in the
family. What oxygen is to the lungs, so prayer is to the soul. Prayer should be
at the very center and heart of family life. Remember the words of the famous
Rosary-priest, Father Patrick Peyton: The family that prays together, stays
together.
2. THE FATHER AS HEAD OF THE FAMILY - When possible, the
Father must be the head of the family; the Mother should be the very heart of
the family. A family without a head is a Frankenstein; a family without a heart
is dead. May the Father assume the role of Spiritual Leader of the family!
If you like, the Father should be the priest of the family. This means, the
Father should say Yes to life. The Father should love his wife and children.
The Father should be the spiritual leader of the family and this means the
leader in the prayer life of his family. The most splendid example for the
Father should be the best of Fathers, good Saint Joseph!
3. FORGIVENESS AND MERCY - In many families coldness, indifference,
and even bitterness permeate the entire family fabric. Why? One of the reasons
December - 2017
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is due to a lack of forgiveness. Family members must be merciful and forgive,
and not just seven times, but seventy times seven times—meaning always! If
we want to be forgiven, then we must forgive from our hearts. The Our
Father commands this: Forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those
who trespass against us.”
4. WINNING AND VICTORIOUS WORDS - The British poet, Alexander
Pope penned these words: “To err is human, to forgive is divine.” Family
members, cultivating true humility of heart, must learn to say these words: “I
am sorry…” and equally important: ”I forgive you!” These words said often
and with humility of heart can save families!
5. SERVANT ATTITUDE - Jesus, Son of the living God, washed the feet
of the Apostles at the Last Supper. He Himself stated: “The Son of man has
not come to be served, but to serve and give His life in ransom for
many.” (Mt 20:28) Each and every individual family member must not look to
be served, but to be always ready to serve the other members in the family.
Love and service are really synonymous.
6. EXPRESS GRADITUDE -Even though it is small, and at times, seems
to be almost insignificant, these two words can add a condiment to the family
recipe, and these two words are Thank you! Saint Ignatius of Loyola
asserted: “The essence of sin is ingratitude.” Cultivate in your families
an attitude of gratitude! In sum, what do we have that we have not received
from God? Only one thing: our sins—these we chose for ourselves. God
loves a humble and grateful heart!
7. TAKE A BREAK FROM GADGETS - A key time in family life must
be the meal time. Normally it is when the family connects, comes together to
share experiences, to spend time with each other, to bond with each other, in
a word, to grow in love with each other. Our Lord’s Last Commandment
was: “Love one another as I have loved you.” (Jn 13:34)
There is a comic strip with a family all sitting together on the same big couch.
The Father is watching TV, the mother is on her tablet, the son is playing a
computer game on his laptop, the teenage daughter is sending a text from her
phone, and the family dog has earphones on. We laugh at this, but we also
weep, because we can see our own family in this comic strip. Therefore
remember, at meal times—even though it might be a mere 20-25 minutes—
no phones, tablet, computer, radio nor TV. Each person has infinite value, and
their soul being immortal will live forever; the computer screen and all other
electronic gadgets will come and go and be disposed of!
December - 2017
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8. LEARN TO LISTEN - How hard the art of listening really is, especially
with family members. We all tend to be in the fast-lane, frenetically rushing
from one activity to the next like a chicken with it’s head cut off. As such we
fail to listen attentively when a family member wants to talk to us. I invite all
to seek out Harry Chapin’s song Cats in the Cradle. In short, this song
woefully mourns the sad fact that Fathers never really connect with their
children because they are simply too busy! Son, I will listen to you, but
later… Later never becomes a reality; then it is beyond his grasp!
9. CELEBRATION - The famous Catholic author Jean Vanier, who founded
a group working most especially with the handicapped, and with forming
families with handicapped members, made this discovery: families are called
to celebrate! Birthdays, Anniversaries, Holidays such as Christmas and Easter,
and many more—all are festive and exuberant moments of celebration in the
context of the family. We should celebrate the other in the family—especially
their birthday, Baptism, and saint day! Therefore, if you want to inject a good
dose of joy in your family, get in the habit of celebrating! Saint Paul exhorts us
in these words: “Rejoice in the Lord always; I say it again: Rejoice in the
Lord.” (Phil. 4:4)
10. MARIAN CONSECRATION - In my retreats, I have often presented
an efficacious means to arrive at the very Heart of Jesus. This is done by
spending about a month meditating upon the 20 mysteries of the Rosary, with
a helpful commentary for each, followed by a meditation on the Seven Sorrows
of Mary, each with a commentary. At the end of these days of preparation for
consecration, all the members of the family will formally consecrate themselves,
individually and as a family, to Jesus through Mary. Our Lady will then be at
the very heart of their family. Our Lady will produce abundant fruits in their
family: peace, joy, love, happiness, sharing, understanding, patience, purity,
meekness, kindness. In a word, by consecration to Jesus through Mary, families
will become sanctuaries of true holiness as Jesus commanded: Be holy, as
your heavenly Father is holy. (Mt 5:48)
I am convinced that if families truly allow Mary to take root in the center of
their lives, she will help their lives be turned from water into wine, and family
members will truly be able to live out the greatest commandment of Jesus: Love
one another as I have loved you! (Jn 13:34) I hope and pray that all will
take these Ten Vitamins to Vitalise and form vibrant and holy families!
- Father Ed Broom, OMV
December - 2017

22

News Letter

Cuddapah Diocese

The history of Israel in the Old Testament can be seen as a chronological
listing of events and it is often that we read it merely as a book of history
albeit, of God’s chosen people. In that sense, it is a history of failure.
God has flattered only to deceive. Hidden in its pages, however is another
chronological listing, one that often escapes our notice and one that we are
loathe to recognise. It is a progressive state of “forgetfulness” an increased
sense of distraction, a growing “unawareness” of the LORD’s presence, a
progressive loss of vision.
The desert fathers often thought of this as the “original sin”, so that in the
words of Isaiah, it would seem that “the Lord hid his face from us and gave
us up to the power of our sins.” (Is 64:7). What makes Israel’s history different
from others is the fact that it is congruent with a collective consciousness. It
is the awareness of an experience that God has inserted himself into their
history. Their successes or failures will be measured by their awareness or
distraction from it.
Just like Israel, we too can view our lives as a mere succession of events,
discreet from and unconnected to each other. We can, however, like Israel in
exile choose to hear the invitation of the prophets and return to a state of
awareness remembering that “God is at home, with us and within us; it is we
who have gone for a walk.”(ME). “Gracious Lord, bring us back, let your
face shine on us and we shall be saved.” (Ps 80: 7, 19)
The task at hand then, is not so much to wait for the Lord’s coming, as for us
to turn around and begin to walk back home. The paradox of Advent is that it
is not so much our waiting for the Lord as the Lord’s waiting for our return.
Israel’s return to Jerusalem after the exile is a symbol of a return to the centre
that we must all make. The first sign of our awareness that we are in exile is our
inability to sing the Lord’s song in a foreign land. It is the recognition that there is
a love greater than the abundance of corn and new wine; (Ps 4:7) that we have
spent our money on what is riot bread, our wages on that which fails to satisfy. (Is
55:2). Disconnected from its centre -the Temple in Jerusalem — Israel experiences
a disconnection from itself as well.
Advent offers hope that even in exile, our hope for a return to the centre is never
extinguished. The smouldering flame will not be extinguished; the bruised reed
will not be crushed. (Is 42:3). All it takes is for us is to wake up from our induced
state of coma, the chloroformed state of lethal sleep we have grown accustomed
to— a state that allows us to sleep with our eyes open and yet not see.
Unlike Israel, however, we postpone our “awakening” simply because we
are not prepared to return to a ruined Temple. The prospect of returning to
see the self which we have so carefully constructed, lie in ruins, frightens us.
Accepting the ruined Temple is a pre-requisite for the return to Jerusalem,
for rewriting the covenant in our heart. It is a return to the Temple where the
LORD dwells with us and within us. It symbolises the poverty of spirit, the
first of the beatitudes necessary for entering the Kingdom. Until then, we
await in vain.
Christopher Mendonca
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Section for Diplomatic Personnel to oversee training, assigning and
ministry of nuncios and other papal diplomats
Pope Francis has established a new section in the Vatican Secretariat of
State to oversee the training, assigning and ministry of Vatican nuncios and
diplomats around the world.
The Section for Diplomatic Personnel will be concerned “exclusively with
questions pertaining to the people who work in the diplomatic service of the
Holy See or who are preparing to do so,” said a statement Nov. 21 from the
Secretariat of State. The section will oversee “the selection, initial and ongoing
formation, the living and serving conditions, promotions” and other matters,
the statement said.
The head of the section, Polish Archbishop Jan Pawlowski, also will “convoke
and preside over ad hoc meetings to prepare the nominations of pontifical
representatives,” who formally are nominated by the pope and usually are
made archbishops with their first posting as a nuncio or apostolic delegate.
The diplomatic staff at the Vatican embassies around the globe and most of
the archbishops who serve as nuncios are alumni of the Pontifical Ecclesiastical
Academy. There, in a community of priests from around the world, the future
diplomats receive specialized training even as they complete advanced
degrees — usually in canon law — at one of the pontifical universities in
Rome. They also must study languages. The Vatican communique said the
head of the new section “will be responsible, along with the president of the
Pontifical Ecclesiastical Academy, for the selection and formation of
candidates.”
The role of nuncios and their responsibility in the process for nominating
bishops for dioceses in the countries they serve has been a frequent topic of
discussion at Pope Francis’ meetings with his international Council of
Cardinals, which advises him on church governance and is continuing work
on proposals for reorganizing the Roman Curia.
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THE HOLY FATHER’S PRAYER INTENTION FOR THE
MONTH OF DECEMBER.

UNIVERSAL: THE ELDERLY

EVANGELIZATION: that the
elderly, sustained by families and
Christian communities, may apply
their wisdom and experience to
spreading the faith and forming the
generations.

09.
10.
10.
12.
14.
17.
21.
25.
28.
28.
29.
29.
30.

Rev.
Rev.
Rev.
Rev.
Rev.
Rev.
Rev.
Rev.
Rev.
Rev.
Rev.
Rev.
Rev.

Fr. Joseph Sellas
Fr. A. Mariananda Reddy
Fr. G. Simon
Fr. G. Balaswamy
Fr. P. Marreddy
Fr. P. Balasundaram
Fr. G. Sudhakar
Fr. P. Sunil Kumar
Fr. M.D. Prasad Rao
Fr. Y. Devadanam
Fr. A. Joseph Raj
Fr. G. Manohar
Fr. T. Francis Xavier

03.
03.
03.
03.
03.
03.
03.
03.

Rev.
Rev.
Rev.
Rev.
Rev.
Rev.
Rev.
Rev.

Fr. B. Asirvadam
Fr. P. Devadas
Fr. S. Suresh
Fr. S. Thomas Jr.
Fr. E. Subhash Chandra
Fr. K. Lourdu Raju
Fr. N. Rajanna
Fr. S. Praveen Kumar
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08.
11.
11.
12.
13.
18.
21.
21.
27.
27.
27.
27.
28.
28.

Cuddapah Diocese

Rev. Fr. V.T. Mathew
Rev. Fr. Mathew Manikompel
Rev. Fr. K. Joji Reddy
Rev. Fr. S. Augustine
Rev. Fr. George Alakalam
Rev. Fr. K. Clement
Rev. Fr. K. Godfrey
Rev. Fr. Joseph Edathichira
Rev. Fr. A. Anand Reddy
Rev. Fr. B. Sathish Babu
Rev. Fr. B. Ravindra Kumar
Rev. Fr. G. Chinnappa
Rev. Fr. S. Chinnappa
Rev. Fr. K. Samuel

03. First Sunday of Advent
04. St. Francis Xavier
07. St. Ambrose
08. Immaculate Conception of the Blessed Virgin Mary
09. St. Juan Diego
10. Second Sunday of Advent
12. Our Lady of Guadalupe
14. St. John of the Cross
17. Third Sunday of Advent
24. Fourth Sunday of Advent
25. The Nativity of the Lord
26. St. Stephen
27. St. John the Apostle
28. Holy Innocents
31. Holy Family Feast

Fr. Alphonse Antony
Born
Ordained
23-10-1949 20-04-1982
December - 2017

Died
10-12-1984
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