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Bishop Speaks...
Dear Rev. Fathers, Brothers, Sisters and Lay Faithful,
New Year greetings and best wishes!

A Long Way to Go!
I am very much taken up by the poetic expression of Aqeb Benazir Ibn 

Minar:  
“At times the path seems to be a dead-end, 
 That is the part where everything really extend 
We still got a long way to go, 
So, don't stroll out and believe it's the end” (2011). 

Still capturing poem is by Richard Moriarty (2011): “A Long Way to Go” where he underlines the 
fact: 'No time to waste, no time to rest,..,'cause times getting short, an' I got a long way to go.' As I stand on 
the shore of the New Year 2018, this thought of Hope overwhelms me. As we, the disciples of Jesus Christ, 
stand on the cross roads of various conflicts and challenges, we need to gulp such a positive tablet to 
endure in our 'desert'- pilgrimage. No doubt, the dawn of every year gives us hope for a better aptitude, 
opportunities and atmosphere. But it also places challenges to strive towards the best. Yes indeed, I wish 
to invite you to tune yourselves to the above noted poetic aspirations.  

The Nazareth Manifesto of Jesus exposed the egotism of the Synagogue officials and hence they 
were 'filled with rage' so much so they tried to hurl Jesus off the cliff. But Jesus “passed through the midst 
of them and went on his way' (Lk 4:30). When some Pharisees told Jesus that Herod wants to kill him he 
replied: “Go and tell that fox…I must be on my way” (Lk 13:31-33). So too, when Jesus proceeded 
towards Bethany to visit the dead Lazarus the disciples were reluctant about undertaking this journey to 
Bethany on account of the fierce opposition to Jesus so much so Thomas would say: “Let us also go, that 
we may die with him” (Jn 11:16). Physical pain, human hurdles or even evil forces would not stop Jesus 
on his mission to fulfill the plan of God the Father (Jn 17:6). His eyes were fixed on the goal of bringing 
salvation to the world. 

At the beginning of the New Year we shall take to heart what Paul had urged the Corinthian 
Christians to follow: “Do not accept the grace of God in vain” (2 Cor 6:1). Likewise, Paul, in performing 
his ministry, never got wearied of or became frightened by hurdles and tortures (2 Cor 21-29). He would 
assert: 'In honour and dishonour, in ill repute and good repute…I always rejoice in the mission' (cf. 2 Cor 
6: 8-10). However, what impresses our mind and heart is his spiritual motivation that gears to his personal 
perfection. Saul/Paul before the Damascus encounter tried to destroy the Church (Gal 1:13). But Paul, 
drastically broken with the past (Phil 3:7-9), was fully alive to Jesus (Gal 2:19-20). This empowered him 
to go all out to attain the resurrection from the dead; this made him to state: “forgetting what lies behind 
and straining forward to what lies ahead, I press on to the goal for the prize of the heavenly call of God in 
Christ Jesus” (Phil 3:13). He did not like to indulge in failures, wrongs and mischiefs done in the past (i.e. 
persecution of the Church) which would paralyze him with guilt and despair, but with much vigour he 

 He went on His Way! 

Straining Forward What is Ahead! 
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strove to run the race for the prize of the upward call of God. Noteworthy is that he uses here sports 
language to affirm that he has determined to run the race by not looking back over his shoulders, but 
striving forward, stretching every nerve and muscle.   

As we begin the New Year we need to take the same attitude of looking forward to the future with 
much hope for the best. Indeed, we learn from the mistakes of the past and people would also say that we 
should not forget the roots. These are positive strokes of the past. However, in accordance with Jesus 
and his disciple Paul, we should be proactive in learning and being a renewed person day by day. By 
avoiding indulging in the weakness of the past that reminds us of the gloomy shades and by getting rid 
of the fear of the hurdles of human selfishness and negative forces of our own body, mind and society, 
we fix our eyes on both the existential, noble life-path and the upward goal of getting the “morning star” 
(Rev 2:28).  Of course, negative experiences, harmful interactions and dreadful illnesses make our 
heart and mind heavy. Often, human emotions lead us to cry, like Jeremiah: “Terror is all around” (Jer 
20:10). But, every moment things are changing much faster than we imagine! Mysteriously God's 
mercy accompanies us! We take courage to say 'a long way to go' in our life and mission of witnessing to 
Jesus.   

Look at the world: the mesmerism of the politicians, attractive ads of the corporate companies, 
hoarding of wealth by the business world, the 'whitewashed tomb' of the self-projected god-men and so 
on, we are prone to cry with Qoheleth: “Vanity of vanities! All is Vanity” (Ecc 1:1). These and other evil 
forces tamper with our journey towards the 'upward' goal or damage our determined discipleship. But 
positive notes are also not lacking. When a virgin of Nazareth, a creature of God, born in the 'sinful 
world' (Rom 5:12-13) was elevated to be the Mother of God Himself, a marvelous wonder; when a 
sinful and weak Peter who betrayed Jesus was made by the same Jesus the chief shepherd of His 
disciples, the hope for the best is abundant in our life. Just see how Habakkuk ends his book: “Though 
the fig tree does not blossom…God, the Lord, is my strength” (cf. 3:17-19). At the outset of this New 
Year, let us fix our mind and heart in thinking and doing good/well only. There is a long way to go to say: 
“I have fought the good fight, I have finished the race, I have kept the faith” (2 Tim 4:7).  

His Holiness Pope Francis has appointed Rev. Fr.James Raphael 
Anaparambil, of the clergy of Alleppey, as new Coadjutor Bishop of Alleppey. This 
provision was made public in Rome on Thursday, 7 December, 2017, at noon local 
time.  The Episcopal Ordination of the Bishop-Elect Most Rev. James 
Ananaparambil will take place at Alleppey on Sunday, 11 February, 2018.  Rev. Fr. 
James Anaparambil was born in Chellanam, Diocese of Alleppey, on 7 March, 
1962. After his higher studies in Rome he was the President of the Faculty of 
Theology & Philosophy, Alwaye (2003-2006); Rector, St. Joseph's Pontifical 
Seminary, Carmelgiri (2009-2012); Vicar General for Clergy, Religious and 
Seminarians, Alleppey (2014-2016). Presently, he is in charge of the revision of the 
Malayalam translation of the Bible at Pastoral Orientation Centre, Ernakulam. He was also member of 
the College of Consultors of the Diocese of Alleppey. We earnestly send our prayerful greetings and 
best wishes to Bishop-elect Rev. James Raphael Anaparambil and assure him of our prayers. 

Rev. Msgr. Kenneth P. McAteer, the Pastor of St. Ephram Parish, Bensalem, of 
the Archdiocese of Philadelphia, is a longtime friend of mine.  He has much concern 
for the well being of our Diocese.  He is visiting India for the first time and he will be 
with us in the second week of January 2018.  We welcome him wholeheartedly to our 
Diocese and wish him a pleasant journey to India. He will be addressing our clergy 
on Wednesday, 17 January, 2018.

All is Vanity? 

New Coadjutor Bishop 

Visit of Rev. Msgr. Kenneth McAteer  
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Appointments
Rev. Fr. Jesmin Nelson, who has been my Secretary till December 2017, is appointed the Manager 

of St. Sebastian ITI, Polipara and in-charge of the Diocesan land at Erukalampara (Kanakankalam).  
Bro. Chinnapparaj is being appointed my Secretary & Minister of the Bishop's House. Rev. Fr. 

Martin Jose, besides being the Parish Priest of St. Antony's Church, Olavacode, will be assisting the 
Secretariate in the morning hours. 

This comes to effect from January 02, 2018.

+ Antonysamy  Peter Abir
Bishop of SultanpetBishop's Appointments

Date  Time Programme Place

31 Dec'17 11.30 pm New Year Midnight Mass Palakkad

1 Jan 2018 7.00 am New Year Mass Pappankalam

6 10.30 am Priestly Ordination Chittur

7 8.30 am Feast Mass Athicode

8 6.00 pm Diaconate Ordination Palakkad

10 4.30 pm Feast Mass Chundale (Wayanad)

12-13 KRLCBC & KRLCC Meeting Thirvananthapuram

14 8.30 am Feast Mass Kanjikode

6.00 pm Feast Mass Pampupara

15 12.30 pm Pongal Celebration Erukalampara

(Diocesan Farm)

17 10.00 am Priests' Senate Meeting & Monthly Recollection Palakkad

6.00 pm Feast Mass Chittur

18-19 Alleppey

20 10.30 am Mass at FCC Provincial House Palakkad

5.00 pm Feast Mass Palakkad

21 8.30 am Feast Mass Palakkad

22-28 Out of Station

31 4.30 pm School Day Celebration Kanjikode

The Priests' Senate & Recollection 
The Yearly Plan:
17 January 2018
12 February 2018
26 March 2018 (Chrism Mass)
9   April 2018
Recollection in this Month:

The Priests' Council, the Senate meeting and the recollection for the priests will be held on Wednesday, 
17 January, 2018 in the Bishop's House. The Council meeting begins at 9.30 am.  Msgr. Kenneth McAteer 
from the Archdiocese of Philadelphia (US) will address our Clergy.
Diaconate Ordination

The Diaconate Ordination to Bro. Chinnapparaj will be held on Monday 8 January, 2018 at St. 
Sebastian's Cathedral, Palakkad.  The Mass begins at 6 pm.  All priests are requested to attend this 
ordination ceremony and encourage the Ordinandi.

From Vicar General Desk

14 May 2018
11 June 2018
9   July 2018
13 August 2018

10       September 2018
15-19 October (Annual retreat)
12       November 2018
17       December 2018
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Rev. Msgr. A. S. Madalaimuthu, 
Vicar GeneralFrom the Procurator's Desk

Rev. Fr. Lorance L.,  
Procurator 

Our Bishop in Madha TV
Our Bishop is giving a series of talks in Tamil in Madha TV on the book of Revelation from Monday, 8 

January, 2018 onward.  The talks will be telecasted at 9.30 am and will be repeated at 3.30 pm every week 
from Monday to Sunday and will be also repeated at 8.30 pm every week from Monday to Friday. You are 
most welcome to watch and benefit from this.

Marriage Preparation Course
The marriage preparation Classes will be held for this month on Saturday- Sunday 27-28, January 

2018.  Fr. Paul Vincent 
Family Commission

Family Commission

Some Reminders
I would like to remind all the Parish Priest for the following:

1. Parish Audit reports are available with the procure office.  Please collect it at the earliest and pay the 
annual contribution of the parish to the Diocese 10% as per the audit closing balance. 

2. Please remit the pending special collections and the mass stipends of the year 2017 as early as possible. 
3. Make arrangements for the Mission Sunday collections and remit it to the procure office by the end of 

January 2018. 
Medical Help

We distributed medical help in October, November, and December to the parishioners as follows:
October    :  Savariyarpalayam : Rs. 5000/-
November:  Kanjikode             : Rs. 5000/- Savariyarpalayam : Rs. 5000/-    Villooni : Rs. 5000/-
December :  Eruthenpathy        : Rs. 5000/- Savariyarpalayam : Rs. 5000/-
Education Fund
 Opening Balance 14,99,586.00

Bank charge         5225.00
Pampupara         3400.00
Kanakankalam                  10000.00
Sayathurai       15000.00        Closing Balance (21-12-2017): Rs.15, 86, 211.00

New Tamil Missal
The new Tamil Missal (with the user guide) has come out.  The copies are with the Procurator.  All 

parishes, where Tamil Mass is celebrated, are expected to get copies from the Procurator as soon as 
possible.  The Missal costs Rs. 1000/- per copy.  

Walayar        5000.00
Personal Donation        20000.00
Vandazi         3000.00
Savariyarpalayam       25000.00

Christmas Carols Competition 
The Diocesan Christmas Carols Competition was held at St. Paul's 

Public School Campus, ITI, Kanjikode on Sunday 17 December 2017.  The 
Holy Family Church of Kanjikode organized this competition.  Eleven groups 
participated in which the Parish of the Holy Family Church, kanjikode, again 
this year also, got the first prize, while Menonpara and Savariyarpalayam got 
the second and third prizes respectively.  We appreciate very much the 
initiatives taken by the Parish of Kanjikode who also captured the Rolling Trophy.  Our appreciation also 
goes to Fr. Antony Xavier Pius, Parish Priest of the Holy Family Church, Kanjikode.

Bishop announced a total cash prize of Rs. 50,000/- for this competition, namely, Rs. 25,000/- as 
the first prize, Rs. 15,000/- as the second prize and Rs. 10,000/- as the third prize.  This took effect from 
December 2017 onward.  Fr. Jesmin Nelson

Secretary to the Bishop

Ordination Day
05 Rev. Fr. S. Stalon, OFM (Cap)
06 Rev. Fr. George Kadappurath Thayil, OCD
07 Rev. Fr. Anil Alex Vattukulathil, MC

SNL wish you 
a Happy Ordination Day

SNL wish you 
a Happy Ordination Day

08 Rev. Fr. Antony Asariparambil, OSJ
09 Rev. Fr. James Robert Morais, SJ
14 Rev. Fr. Thomas Mooleparampil, MSFS
14 Rev. Fr. G. Antony, OCD
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