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Easter!!! - Resurrection gives 
us a taste of the power and glory 
of our Lord Jesus Christ and His 
love for mankind. This was the 
message that the apostle St. Paul 
preached to the people: that 
Jesus Christ is the lord of life and 
death; and has made a passage 
for us Christians to enter the 
Kingdom of Heaven. This is really 
a precious gift, a priceless pearl!  

The Passover of our Lord is the 
centre of what our Christian life 
gives to us, the opportunity to Fr. Dominic Gomes

(Vicar General)

The Priests, Religious and Laity 

Wish A Happy Priestly Ordination 

Anniversary to 

 

On 16 April.  

We Assure Our Prayers for a Long, 

Happy Episcopal Ministry 

in the Archdiocese of Calcutta

Archbishop Thomas D'souza

Diocesan Vocation Promoters Meeting
A regular meeting of the Diocesan Vocation Promoters was held on 

Wednesday, 21 March 2018 in Archbishop's House. Chaired by the 

Archbishop and attended by 11 priests, the team deliberated on the ways 

b y  w h i c h  

vocations can be 

promoted in the 

Archdiocese of 

Calcutta. Some of 

t h e  d e c i s i o n s  

t a k e n  w e r e  -  

printing of prayer 

cards for praying 

for  vocat ions;  

preparation of homily points for Good Shepherd Sunday; publication in 

The Herald a column on vocations; programs in Catholic schools for 

promoting vocations; publication of brochures and audio-visual material 

for vocation promotion; visits to the houses of interested boys and fixing 

the Deanery and Diocesan level vocation camps. At the end of the meeting 

the Archbishop also laid out the recruitment criteria of the Archdiocese 

with regards to vocation promotion.  

free ourselves from the slavery of 
our sins to freedom and from 
death to everlasting life. The good 
news is that He will reveal himself 
to us and call us by name so that 
like Mary we can say: “I have seen 
the Lord!” You and I can then be the 
beacons of Easter hope, which can 
set the world on fire, the fire that 
can cleanse the world of its 
impurities and create a new heart 
in it.

The greatest gift of the Risen Lord 
is peace in abundance, and unless 

we taste this peace which the 
world cannot give, we cannot be 
the messengers of hope. We need 
to bear the stigmata of Jesus in 
our hearts that all those who may 
see us may not see us, but the one 
who laid down his life for us.

Therefore, let us today come 
before our Lord with repentant 
hearts so that we experience a life 
of fullness of the Holy Spirit that 
he longs to share with us.
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The workshop was held on 18 March, 2018. The Program 

began with an introduction on the Pastoral Plan by Mr. 

Farrell Shah and he went on to explain the scope and reason 

for the workshop. The guidelines for creating and 

publishing a Parish Pastoral Plan were given by Miss Janice 

Norris.  The workshop on the Parish assessment tool was 

organised and explained by Mr. Farrell Shah. The groups 

were formed under their respective cells and the 

assessment tool scores were rated by the members of the 

cell individually and then totaled. Thereafter each cell 

representative came up and gave a report on their goals.  

After a sumptuous lunch, the workshop concluded with a 

query round for any clarifications. 

On 15 March 2018, a seminar was held at Archbishop's House with 65 
participants. The resource person was Mr. Ashish Agarwal from RADS 
& Co. The highlights of Budget 2018 were explained in details. It was a 
good interactive and informative session with various clarifications of 
the participants with the resource person.  Archbishop Thomas 
requested all to cooperate with the Archdiocese Finance Office by 
submitting all the required documents for the submission of income 
tax returns.   Fr. Moloy D'Costa the Financial Administrator, explained 
the guidelines that will be issued from Archbishop's Office for the 
financial transactions needs to be followed for proper and transparent 
accounting system.  Archbishop Thomas thanked Mr. Ashish for giving 
clarity regarding the present income tax rules and guidelines and for a 
very informative Seminar on current issues. He also thanked Fr. Moloy 
D'Costa for organizing the seminar on Financial Matters.  The day's 
session came to an end with vote of thanks by Fr. Dominic Gomes, VG. 

WAVE OF THE IMPLEMENTATION OF THE DIOCESAN SYNOD, 2017

St. Thomas organizes Orientation 
on Pastoral Plan

On 3 March, 2018 Fr. Lucas D'Cruz, Parish Priest 
organised an Orientation Programme for 
Pastoral Planning at St. Thomas Church, 
Middleton Row. Fr.  Dominic gave an 
introduction on the Archdiocesan Pastoral Plan, 
the 12 areas of concern and its execution in the 
parishes. Fr. Franklin Menezes spoke on the 
Genesis and Exodus of the Pastoral Plan. Ms. 
Bemvinda Pereira took up the development of 
the Pastoral Plan. After group discussions, it 
was proposed that the members of the different 
cells set their time limit and work on the 
execution of the different cells.

The Archdiocesan Laity Commission meeting was held on 
Saturday 17 March, 2018 at 6 p.m. at Archbishop's House. 
The members discussed at length all the 6 Plan Goals 
2018-2022 adopted from the Proposals of Synod 2017. 
After discussing the goals, the members proposed the 
following action plans with tentative timeline April to July 
2018. * A Seminar on facilities and schemes available 
from the Minority Commission. * An Orientation program 
for all the Laity Commission Parish Cells * Meaningful 
Laity Sunday celebrations * Seminar/Awareness 
programs on Church Documents and other Social issues 
and * Career Counseling and Guidance Program.

Workshop on 
Financial Matters 

Workshop on Pastoral Plan 
at Our Lady of Vailankanni Church

Laity Commission Meeting
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The Archdiocesan Health Care Commission 
organized a medical camp at Fatima Shrine on 
Sunday 11 March, 2018 from 6.30am to 
11.30am. 105 people were screened for 
diabetes and hypertension. 20 people had 
diabetes which was poorly controlled, among 
them 2 new diabetics were detected. 37 
persons were hypertensive and poorly 
controlled.  There were 35.24% hypertensive, 
19.05% Diabetics and newly detected 1.9% 
diabetics. Mr. Albert Rodricks, Mr. Amulya 
D'Cruz and Capt. Noel D'Cruz helped to 
streamline the process of checking sugar and 
blood pressure and Mr. Abhishek Dutta and his 
team checked the sugar with Glucometer. Dr. 
Mary D'Cruz checked the patients and those 
who needed treatment were given medicines 
and asked to follow up. Fr. Mukul helped to 
coordinate the activities by making repeated 
announcements for the camp encouraging the 
parishioners to avail of checkups.

M r.  Fa r r e l l  S h a h  

informed that Miss. 

Janice Norris and Mrs. 

Dhanalaxmi would 

periodically update 

t h e  A rc h d i o c e s a n  

events on the Google 

C a l e n d a r .  T h e  

visibility of the Gospel Message should be in schools, colleges, 

churches, etc., through flex/electronic displays, on a daily basis. 

For promotion of The Herald, he conveyed that Parish Social 

Communication Cells or Parish Pastoral Councils will be 

contacted to brief them on the matter.  A lay spokesperson and a 

Translators' Team   will be chosen from those who speak in Hindi, 

Bengali, Santali and English for interaction with the Media at 

short notice.  For World Communication Day on 13 May, 2018, a 

sit and draw competition will be held, tentatively at St. Xavier's 

College, for youth from different parishes on the WCD theme:  

“The truth will set you free” (Jn 8:32) 

Medical Camp 
at Fatima Church

Social Communication Commission Meeting

The first meeting of the newly constituted Diocesan Youth 
Commission was held on Saturday, 3 March 2018 at Archbishop's 
House. 15 members of the commission representing various youth 
bodies like Indian Catholic Youth Movement (ICYM), Young 
Catholic Students (YSC), Jesus Youth (JY), John Paul's Theology of 
the Body Messengers (JTM), and youth animators and deanery 
coordinators were present for the fruitful sharing. During the 
meeting a drafting committee of the statutes for the Commission 
was formed comprising Fr. Sandip Michael Biswas, the Secretary of 
the Commission, Fr. Devraj Fernandes, Chaplain, YCS, and Miss 
Meshal Mondal. It was a delight to hear the various youth bodies 
and deanery coordinators sharing their youth activities in the 
Archdiocese. The next important agenda that was discussed in 
detail was the implementation of youth pastoral plan especially 
the construction of the diocesan youth centre and funding for the 
commission. 

Much progress has been made in the last 
three months by the Commission for 
finalizing the Syllabus. There is plan for 
one last round of discussion with Fr. 
Robert Johnson who will return to 
Kolkata after his completion of studies in 
Catechesis.  Fr.  Dominic with his 
Commission members has decided to 
have a full day session from 9:00 am – 
4:00 pm concluding with the Holy 
Eucharist on 7 April, 2018.

Catechetical 
Commission Meeting

Diocesan Youth Meeting
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Fr. Dominic Gomes and SCC Core 

Team members held a meeting on 

16 March, 2018 at Archbishop's 

House. The members discussed 

further the implementation of 

SCC in the Parishes aligning it 

with the Archdiocesan Pastoral 

Plan. The action plan decided was 

to identify and animate active and 

passive animators, formation of 

core teams and resource teams at 

the Parish level. 

Young Priests' Recollection
T h e  b i - m o n t h l y  

recollection for young 

priests was organised 

by Fr. Dominic Gomes 

on 1 - 2 March 2018 at 

Don Bosco, Nitika. 

The topic for the 

r e c o l l e c t i o n  a n d  

sessions as part of the 

ongoing formation of 

young priests was Ecumenism and Inter-religious Dialogue. 21 young priests 

participated in program. Fr. Timir Singh SJ began with revisiting the 

theological and scriptural part of the preparatory document for Diocesan 

Synod of Calcutta on the paper on Ecumenism and Inter-religious Dialogue. 

Prof. Dipankar Basu revisited the Vatican II documents on ecumenism and 

shared how a paradigm shift took place in the council. He compared 

denominations and religions with pilgrims moving towards same direction 

taking different paths. The next day was spent primarily with recollection 

talk, prayer, reflection, adoration, confession followed by the Holy Eucharist.  

Easter Rally preparation with Volunteers 

The Commission held a 

meeting at Archbishop's 

House on 14 March, 2018 to 

organise the Ecumenical 

Easter Sunday Rally which 

u n i t e s  t h e  C h r i s t i a n  

brothers and sisters of all 

t h e  d e n o m i n a t i o n s  i n  

C a l c u t t a .  A b o u t  3 0  

volunteers from our various 

parishes were present. The Archbishop once again made all aware of the 

importance of Ecumenism, Christian unity and in the context of the role 

of Ecumenical Easter Sunday Rally. Fr. Dominic Gomes, VG discussed the 

practical side of the implementation. 

Recollection for Catholic Teachers 
The Teachers experienced a truly 
spiritually enriching morning 
during the Season of lent on 17 
March, 2018.  Mr. Derek Fernandes 
led the praise and worship, followed 
by a brief healing session. Fr. Rodney 
Borneo preached over the half-day 
recollection and talked on 'The 
Healing of Naaman' from 2 Kings 
Chapter 5. God accepts a humble and 
c o n t r i te  h e a r t .  T h e  s o l e m n  

Eucharist was con-celebrated by Fr. Moloy D'Costa, the Spiritual Director of 
the Guild. The meeting concluded with a sumptuous lunch.

The sisters of St. Joseph of 
Apparition had invited the priests 
and religious of the Deanery to 
celebrate the Feast Day of St. Joseph 
at Kristo Jyoti ( Jisu Marsal Jaher) 
on 19 March, 2018. The liturgy was 
well prepared. The children sang 
hymns in seven languages followed 
by a short well organsied cultural 
program.  A delicious lunch 
commenced with the cutting of the 
cake. Sr. Joyti gave the vote of 
thanks. 

SCC Core Team 
Meeting

Feast Day of 
St. Joseph at Kristo Jyoti 

( Jisu Marsal Jaher)
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Feast Day of St. Joseph Church and School, Bongaon 

19 March 2018 was the Feast Day 
of St. Joseph the patron Saint of 
the Church and school. The Day 
was made special by the presence 
of Archbishop Thomas D'Souza, 
Mr. Gopal Sen –The Ex MLA of 
Bongaon Municipality,  Mr.  
Hemari and Mrs. Dipali Biswas 
–Councilor of Ward Number 2 
and 3 of Bongaon Municipality 
and the fathers, sisters, parents, 
parishioners and other guest. A beautiful cultural programme was organised by 
the students of St. Joseph School. Ex. MLA Mr. Gopal was very encouraging and 
supportive to help St. Joseph's school. The Archbishop appreciated the 
tremendous work and development that has taken place in the School. He 
further assured his blessing and support to the School. 

Priests' Recollection
Rev. Fr. P. V. Thomas, Rector 
of Don Bosco, Nitika took 
recollection for the Priests 
before Easter on 22 March 
at Archbishop's House. His 
well prepared note of 
reflection and apt selection 
scripture passages have 
substantiated the theme – 
peace an holiness. Through 
his well executed reflection 

he has awakened us to renew the commitment of our priestly life. St. John Paul II 
says, “World does not need teachers but witnesses” without these virtues if peace 
and holiness we can't be worthy witnesses if Christ. In a nutshell, his talk helped 
us to reactive the virtues and peace and holiness in us. 

Mr. Gerald Durohne is from Park 
Lane belonging to St. Thomas Parish, 
Middleton Row, Kolkata. While 
others were given rotational shifts, 
Mr. Gerald when in service, on 
account of his commitment, was 
privileged to be given a permanent 
spot to direct the traffic near Mother 
Teresa's statue on Park Street. After 
r e t i r e m e n t ,  h e  h a s  b e e n  
volunteering in controlling the 
traffic for the last 20 years at the 
busy and bustling crossing of Bata 
More, in his own captivating way 
with a smile. He is 88-years old with 
an untiring will to work. We wish 
him more happy years in the service 
of our people of Kolkata.  

Charismatic Retreat 
at St. Anthony's Church, Kharagpur

St. Anthony's Church, Temple Road, 
Kharagpur held its Annual Retreat 
organized by the Parish Priest with 
the help of the Charismatic Group 
(Shradhanjali Healing Ministry) of 
St. Anthony's Church from 15 -18 
March, 2018. Fr. John D'Cunha, Fr. 
Manu D'Cunha and Br. Pradeep 
Deepak with their inspiring 

Preaching and singing helped people pray and rejuvenate their faith. Thanks 
to Fr. Stephen Raphael for organizing the Charismatic Retreat. 

Blood Donation Camp
Blood Donation Camp was organized 
a t  S a c r e d  H e a r t  C h u r c h ,  
Chandannagore.  Fr.  Orson Wells 
(parish priest) and many parishioners 
including neighbouring Sisters of 
Cluny from St.  Joseph's Convent 
donated the blood.

Lenten Procession at Bandel
Annual Lenten Procession was held on the 1st Sunday of Lent, 4 
February, 2018 in the church ground of Bandel Basilica, Hooghly. 
Around 8 thousand devotees gathered from neigbouring parishes 
and nearby districts. Faithful attended with great devotion to 
participate in the passion of Christ at the meeting of Jesus and 
mother Mary in the forth station. 

A Man of Commitment 
even at 88 
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Thank you for reading The Bridge
Kindly send in news of programmes within the Archdiocese 

and in special regard to Archbishop's visits to different parishes, to 

Fr. Dominic Gomes, VG. 
APRIL 2018
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05 Fr. P. Mark

06 Fr. Alphonse Sesuraj

11 Fr. Leo Jayaraj

12 Fr. Keshab Sen Nayak

16 Fr. Mohan Mandi

17 Fr. Robin Paul Banerjee

17 Fr. Nicholas Nagen Tudu

18 Fr. Godfrey Fernandes 

Happy Birthday

02 Fr. Lucas D'Cruze

09  Fr.  Dominic Gomes

11 Fr. Leo Jayaraj

13 Fr. Anthony Rodrick

16 Archbishop Thomas D'Souza

18 Fr. Alphonso Francis

20 Archbishop Lucas Sirkar

21 Fr. Sunil F. Rozario

22 Fr. Moloy D'Costa

24 Fr. Siluvai Pitchai

St. Anthony's 
Relics

in Kolkata
 Mother House 

Green Park Dum Dum St. Anthony's Shrine Our Lady of Vailankanni Church

We Wish Emeritus Archbishop Lucas Sirkar, 
“A Happy Golden Jubilee” Of His Priestly Ordination 

On 20 April.  We Pray That God Gives The Archbishop 
Good Health And Happiness In His Retired Life.  
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