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I. HOLY FATHER’S PRAYER INTENTIONS FOR THE MONTH 

 

Workers and the Unemployed : That all workers may receive respect and protection of their rights,  

and that the unemployed may receive the opportunity to contribute to the common good. 

 

    

II. OUR BISHOP SPEAKS   

           

Be Genuinely Sensitive to Those on the “Fringes” and “Margins”  

of the Society 
 

1. Preamble  

Pope Francis launched the year of Mercy in the year 2016-2017. For him concern for the poor and the 

miserable is the prime concern. He insisted on it, right from the beginning of his Pontificate. He requests 

people to look at poverty in our modern times in terms of those pushed to the ‘margins’ and ‘fringes’ of 

the society. The new wave of immigration to Europe precisely brought such a situation in Europe, 

though it received a very mixed response or even opposition in several European countries. But there 

were also people who responded positively to it. The Pope recommended that we show our concern and 

acceptance of the refugees who come to our shores.  

In India, especially in Tamil Nadu, we faced a situation of refugees during the Sri Lankan Crisis of 

Tamil Eeelam. In the North of India such problems do exist in border areas like North East India and 

migration from Bangladesh even continues in a minor degree today. There have been refugees also from 

Afghanistan, Burma and Tibet. The response of the Church was not a clear outreach for various reasons.  

But there is also the problem of internal migration from one State to another for job opportunities, 

cutting across all layers of the Society, such as daily labourers of immigrants, especially from Bihar and 

Madhya Pradesh who suffer today. The Church has no specific policy of spiritual help, social support 

and even financial help. In this context let us search for what Pope Francis, shares with us on the true 

sense of Mercy and ask for God’s grace for an inner conversion of the Church in the diocese as well as 

at Indian level. 

 

2. Message of Mercy of Pope Francis in His Own Words 

In his message for world Communication Day 2016 (Para2), Pope said “As sons and daughters of God, 

we are called to communicate with everyone, without exception. In a particular way the Church’s words 

and actions are all meant to convey mercy to touch people’s hearts and to sustain it. It follows then that 

our journey to that fullness of life, for which Jesus was sent by the Father, to bring it to every person 

must continue. We ourselves must be willing to accept the warmth of the Mother Church and to share 

the warmth with others, so that Jesus may be known and loved by those on the ‘margins’ and ‘fringes’ 

of society. That warmth is what gives substance and life-giving character to the word of faith. By our 

preaching and witness, it ignites the ‘spark’ which gives them life”.   

In his message for Lent in 2017, Pope shared the following “The parable of Lazarus (LK 16:19-31) 

teaches us that other persons are a gift. A right relationship with people consists in gratefully 

recognizing their value. Even the poor person, at the door of the rich, is not a nuisance, but a summons 

to conversion and to change… The Word of God is alive and powerful, capable of converting hearts and 

leading them back to God. When we close our hearts to the gift of God’s Word, we end up closing our 

hearts to the gift of our Brothers and Sisters”. 

In Chrism Mass Homily in St.Peter’s Basilica on March 24, 2016, he shared the following. “As priests, 

we identify ourselves with people who are excluded, people the Lord saves. We remind ourselves that 

there are countless masses of people who are poor, uneducated, prisoners, who find themselves in such 

situations because others oppress them. But, we too remember that each of us knows the extent to which 

we are often blind.. Jesus comes to redeem us, to send us out, to transform us from being poor and blind, 

imprisoned and oppressed, to become ministers of Mercy and consolation”. 

“As priests we are witnesses to and ministers of the ever-increasing abundance of the Father’s Mercy; 

we have the rewarding and consoling task of incarnating mercy, as Jesus did, who went about doing 
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good and healing (Acts 10-:38) in a thousand ways so that it could touch everyone. We can help to 

inculturate mercy, so that each person can embrace it and experience it personally”. 

In his third Meditation during the Jubilee for Priests on June 2, 2016, Pope Francis asserted that priests 

need a “Priestly Gaze” which enables them to see people with the eyes of Mercy. It has to be learned 

from seminary on, at it must enrich all our pastoral plans and projects. He pleads that we have to let 

ourselves be moved by people’s situation, which at times is a mixture of their own doing, human 

weakness, sin and insuperable conditionings. We have to be like Jesus, who was deeply moved at the 

sight of people and their problems. Jesus healed people, forgave their sin, eased their suffering, gave 

them rest and made them feel the consoling breadth of the Spirit. 

In his homily to the Clergy in the Manila Cathedral on January 16, 2015, he emphasized the challenges 

to serve the poor and the needy. “Those living in the midst of a society, burdened by poverty and 

corruption, are tempted to give up”. The clergy faces “the challenges of proclaiming the radicalism of 

the Gospel in a Society which has grown comfortable with social exclusion, polarization and scandalous 

inequality”. They must remember that “the poor, who are at the centre of the gospel are at the heart of 

the gospel; if we take away the poor from the gospel, we cannot understand the whole message of Jesus 

Christ”. We quote also the words of Evangelii Gandium No.20 “All of us are asked to obey His (Jesus’) 

call to go forth from our own comfort zone in order to reach all ‘peripheries’ in need of the light of the 

gospel”. 

Pope’s personal life authenticates what he spoke on mercy. He was known in Argentina as the “Slum 

Bishop” for his regular contact with the poor. He believed that such service is the most concrete way of 

serving Jesus. As Pope he went to visit the jail for juveniles in Rome and washed their feet on Maundy 

Thursday. He travelled to the Southern Italian Island of Lampedusa to be in solidarity with numerous 

migrants, many of whom have died in their efforts to get to Europe. Finally we quote what he expressed 

succinctly with profound wisdom and in a memorable manner “A little bit of money makes the world 

less cold and more just. We wish to use three languages: think well, feel well and do well. And to be 

wise, allow yourselves to be surprised by the Love of God”. 

 

3. Why Should a Christian Show Mercy to the Poor and Those on “Fringes” and “Margins”? 

There is a basic theological and socio-political rationality to the assertion of the Pope. The responsibility 

as well as the authority of a priest is always linked to his service, especially to the care and protection of 

the poorest, weakest, the least important, the most needy, those readily forgotten, the marginalized and 

those on the fringes of Society. If we fail to understand it in the light of God’s grace our work among 

the poor becomes a mere social work, a mere profession and a style of life, often with a deviation 

towards corruption and enriching oneself of what should go to the poor. Several NGOs and even priests 

have fallen a prey to it, especially those priests, who create a separate Registered Society or a Trust for 

themselves. Let me make an effort to explain as lucidly as possible within my limited understanding of 

the Mercy of God. 

                                             

3.1. God of Israel is the God of Equality, Brotherhood and Justice  

God created every human being (man or woman) as equal brothers and sisters. God is the author of 

history. He wished that every human being shows respect and equality to another so that each person 

should live with concern for each of one’s brothers and sisters with a spirit of cooperation and 

companionship. Groups and individuals created an unequal society by means of appropriation and 

accumulation of money and power over certain groups through their economic, social, cultural and 

political power structures. They not only created them but monitor them and maintain them through 

their power position. While manipulating the people in society towards an unjust and unequal society 

they created ideologies to justify their stand and make it appear as a normal smooth running society. 

An ideology is a rational explanation, justifying a particular unjust social hierarchy or structure, like 

caste system by Varnashrama Dharma, or an exploitation, deceitfully shown it as a favour rendered to a 

person. Let us illustrate it by an example. In our Society it is said “work hard in order to develop 

yourself and your life”. Daily wage labourers work hard in a true sense but they do not develop 

themselves to become rich because there are exploitative methods, added to extract hard work e.g 

offering low wages with no leave facilities and providing no security during their illness in order to 

maintain them as poor and not allow them to develop themselves. An ideology is like a carrot held in a 

stick in front of a donkey two feet away from the mouth of the donkey by the rider and guides the 

donkey to go towards eating it and reaches his destination. The donkey could never eat the carrot but the 
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rider would reach the destination. This is what some vested interests do to the poor and the oppressed 

through such ideological explanations.  

     

In a capitalistic structure the ideology of hard work as the way to success to become richer was used by 

the rich class to justify their economic dominance. We worked hard and we succeeded in life. The 

working class sweat hard every day but they rarely gain through their hard work to accumulate 

resources in life as mentioned above. Their clothing, shelter and safety from sickness are not provided in 

their salary structure. There is no provision for holidays. This forces them to work throughout the year 

for a very meager salary. Hence the Workers’ Union was formed by Communists to give them the 

needed strength and support in their struggles against exploitation and oppression. Such Workers’ Union 

fought for housing, health care and necessary holidays as well as provision for the education of their 

children and terminal benefits at retirement. That is how the middle class came up in Europe with these 

facilities. But their education to higher studies was not covered by these Workers’ Union and thus the 

rich class still exercise a hegemony over the University and higher level studies to gain dominance in 

society both in Europe and India. 

 

Unfortunately religion was often used to support such unjust structures. In the Middle Ages Christianity 

was used by the landlords to suppress the voice of the serfs, the working agricultural labourers. In 

Hinduism, the Brahminical ideology of Varnashrama Dharna (Caste ideology), was used to maintain 

the caste structure with an in-built inequality of human beings with the ideological representation. It 

depicted the Creator (God), who made the Brahmins come from the head to lead everyone, the 

Kshatriyas from the arms to be warriors, the Vaishysa’s from the stomach for trading purpose and 

Sudras from the feet to be servants. Buddhism was a revolt against such caste structure but in course of 

time it became also a victim to caste ideology. Islam affirms an equality of all persons but with its 

ambiguous stand on the position of women who form 50% of the human population.   

Jewish religion had asserted this equality of human beings. Several Scripture passages could be cited. 

The main text is the directive of the Jubilee year to return to equality of human beings. In the Jubilee 

year all slaves would gain their liberty and equality, lands mortgaged were to be returned to the owner 

(Lev 8:25/10), etc. You shall not treat any one as a slave as you were yourselves slaves in Egypt (Ex … 

Jer. 34/9). Solomon in his height of glory did not make any Israelite Slaves (I Kg. 9:22).  

 

The prophets, in the Old Testament, strongly condemned injustices in society. “Learn to do good; Is 

1:17 seek justice, correct oppression; defend the fatherless, plead for the widow.” “It is you who have 

(Is 3:14-15) devoured the vineyard, the spoil of the poor is in your houses. What do you mean by 

crushing my people, by grinding the face of the poor says” the Lord God of hosts. “Woe to those 

(Is10:1-2) who decree iniquitous decrees, and the writers who keep writing oppression, to turn aside the 

needy from justice and to rob the poor of my people of their right that widows may be their spoil, and 

that they make the fatherless their prey!” “The Lord is a stronghold (Ps 9:9) for the oppressed, a 

stronghold in times of trouble.” “The Lord works vindication (Ps 103:6) and justice for all who are 

oppressed”. The Ten Commandments given by God was a code for equality and justice. But women 

were treated as second class citizens among the Jews. Slavery always existed. The rule of Jubilee year 

was ignored.  

 

When Jesus started his ministry he went to the synagogue in Nazareth and announced his agenda (LK 

4:18-21) promising again that his agenda was to fulfill through his mission and activities all what the 

Jubilee year had prescribed to the Jews. Mathew 23
rd

 chapter is a strong condemnation of the Scribes 

and the Pharisees for the different types of injustices they were doing to their fellow Jews as well as the 

mechanism of using Jewish religion and law for this perverse ends. The message at Nazareth was a clear 

pronouncement of the inauguration of the Kingdom of God to be realized by his actions (miracles, 

forgiveness to the sinners, allowing the socially excluded, like the lepers the handicapped, etc. to be 

brought back into the centre of the society and delivering people enslaved by sin and by treating women 

with equity and dignity. Luke (LK 8:1-3) testified that women disciples were helping his mission with 

the means of their belongings.      

 

The Jews considered everyone belonging to the covenant as brothers and sisters. The Ten 

Commandments, the books of Leviticus and Deuteronomy gave detailed explanations as how one could 

build a just and equitable society but they failed in it. By virtue of his baptism, every Christian shares 
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and benefits in the Death and Resurrection of Christ, to attain an equal status as brother and sister 

among them. The early Church was particularly observing it in a very strict way. Acts of the Apostle 

chapter 2:42-47 describes how they sold their belongings and gave them to the poor to maintain equality 

and dignity of every Christian. 

All these show that God’s clear directive to His people is to live in equality and human dignity with all 

brothers and Sisters. But when human beings by their greediness and self-interest used money and 

power to dominate, enslave and create inequality and injustices God takes the side of the poor. He 

defends the poor. The concept of Anawin Yahweh was a thematic expression of God siding with the 

poor. In the history of Israel when they suffered slavery in Egypt God took the side of the slave Israel 

and liberated them with a strong hand from the clutches of the Pharaoh of Egypt. Throughout their 

history, God reminded the Jews through prophets that he was on the side of the poor. Jesus lived it in his 

life by his teachings and life, healings and miracles to the vast multitude of the poor. The clear 

conclusion is: when human beings dominate others and create an unjust and inequitable society where 

the poor are exploited and oppressed, God tells the poor “I have not abandoned you. I am on your side 

to defend you and bless you in your life. I also appeal to all Christians of good will to follow me” This 

is what Pope insists on.  

 

3.2.A Short Historical View of the Inequality That Crept in the Church  

 

3.2.1. First Two Centuries  

In the first two centuries the Christian communities were small, cohesive and lived with equality and a 

sense of brotherhood. They also underwent persecution from the Roman Emperors. All these elements 

brought together the Christians into a solidarity group, to mutually support and help each other. 

 

3.2.2. Third Century up to the End of Dark Ages 

In the third century the Roman Emperor Constantine came to power and got converted to Christianity. 

Persecutions stopped. The Church started to flourish with political support. Constantine, in his 

eagerness, wanted to create the Christian Church spread out in small communities into a strict 

hierarchical religion. He encouraged the Church leaders to establish dioceses, Bishops, Archbishops, 

Cardinals and Canons in the Church by making it fully hierarchical with various powers like a political 

structure. The Clergy were the dominant group, enjoying political support and the laity was relegated to 

a secondary position. He built several churches and gave a lot of properties to those churches. This had 

enriched the Church and made it a rich and powerful structure, aligning with political power. Hence 

there is a joke on Constantine: Church converted Emperor Constantine and Constantine converted the 

Church into a hierarchical one.  

 

In the middle ages (11
th
 to 13

th
 centuries) it became rather worse as the Bishops and the higher 

hierarchy, were the landlords, thereby entering into the landed bourgeoisie class. At that time, 

competition for power to attain a higher place in hierarchical order became an ambition or heritage of 

rich families and powerful hierarchy. The Papacy also became a victim to that and Popes had their own 

States and military power. It was in 1929 by the Lateran Treaty it was settled, leaving only the Vatican 

City area to the Pope, as an Independence City Area, called the Vatican City. Hence the state limits of 

the Pope were captured by powerful kings and the Pope had to take shelter at Avignon for some time. 

These years of history were called the Dark Ages of the Church when a politically rich Church was 

eating up the faith energy of the Church. All these were set right by some saintly souls committed to the 

Universal Church, as desired by Christ St. Francis of Assisi was a leading one. 

 

During the period of Industrial revolution from 1760 to 1830 there was a process of Industrialization. 

There was a rise of the working class, very much exploited by long hours of work, with low wages and 

no relief in times of sicknesses. Church once again practically lost the working class because the Church 

was not very much involved in their pastor needs as well as do something to remedy their unjust 

conditions of life. It was in this context that the young Christian Workers’ Movement and Christian 

Workers’ Movement emerged. The historical person who cared for workers was Joseph Cardign.      

 

Joseph Cardign was a son of a coal mine worker and started as a priest the “Young Christian Workers’ 

(YCW) Movement”. As a young priest he went every day to a big factory and would greet the workers 

who were going for work and did the same when they were coming out from work. In the beginning he 
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was ridiculed but slowly the workers started to respond to his gesture positively. Thus he started 

“Young Christian Workers’ Movement” for their pastoral needs and to unite them to fight non-violently 

for their rights. Cardign described in this way the situation of a worker in an industrial endeavour: when 

a worker went into a factory his face was fresh like the child of God but when he came out of the factory 

he was very much worn out, disfigured and  very much an abused object. It is the opposite of a material 

thing. The iron ore or any raw material going into the factory was dirty looking and crude, but when it 

came out as a product it was shinning and glittering with a good value for market. Rev. Joseph Cardign 

was also made later a Cardinal. The attention began to be focused on the working class by the Church. 

But in course of time this fervour was also fading in several places in the Church.   

 

3.2.3 From 18
th

 Century Onwards  

The first shock given to the Church was the French Revolution from 1787 to 1789. The Church suffered 

persecution and a lot of properties of the Church was taken over by the government in France which was 

called the Elder Sister of the Church. The First World War (1914 to 1918) also brought its lot of misery 

to all people and to the Church. The period of industrialization that started in 18
th
 Century grew stronger 

and stronger and the workers were getting alienated from the Church. It was at that time, the Catholic 

Union (a group of Pious Societies) and the Workers’ Movement of the Young Christian Workers’ 

Movement (YCW) and Christian Workers’ Movement (CWM) started. 

 

3.2.4. Emergence of Theology of Liberation  

God had given in the 19
th
 Century the emergence in Latin American Countries Basic Christian 

Community (BCC - In Tamil we call it Anbiam). These BCCs were activated by the thirst for Word of 

God. Hence the people read passages of the Bible in a group, particularly women who shared from their 

life experience on the Word of God, read to them and also shared a concrete message for their 

meaningful life from the Word of God. Such messages became active in their lives. Several passages 

were giving a meaning to their faith experiences as well as enabled them to correct their behaviour into 

a true Christian one. This became the praxis in the Church. They came out with an understanding that 

God is on the side of the poor and supports all their efforts.         

It was the theologians who picked up the theologizing of common people that God is a liberating God 

and not an enslaving God. They systematized the thinking into theological language and structure. Thus 

the theology of Liberation was formulated by theologians. Every Continent took the main thread from 

the Scriptures and formulated their own liberation theology in their cultural context of Africa, Asia, 

Oceania and Europe. This was the emergence of Liberation theologies in different cultural contexts.   

 

4. To Conclude  

We had historically shown and socio-theologically explained how God is and has always been on the 

side of the poor and He is their liberator. We realize the truth of what Pope Francis said: “if we take 

away the poor from the Gospel we cannot understand the whole message of Christ”. Thus Pope says in 

Misericordiae Vultus No.2 (Face of Mercy) “Mercy is the fundamental law that dwells in the heart of 

every person who looks sincerely into the eyes of his brothers and sisters on the path of life”. 

We must note that, by imbibing this mercy, people are induced to think that they can do something for 

others even though their own lives are sometimes, not affluent enough. Doing good and helping others 

are indeed an expression or extension of Mercy. From the point of view of one’s own spiritual life 

(spirituality), real mercy for a person, begins when one treats himself with kindness and accepts 

willingly one’s inner weaknesses. As Romans 8:28 speaks, everything that happens has its own meaning 

and value. For every one, imbued with this spirituality, is merciful to oneself in the first step towards to 

realize one’s authentic self. We may overdo it with a certain qualm of conscience but we must have a 

proper understanding in a genuine way. 

 

Another important note is that mercy must be understood in the Biblical sense. It should not be 

restricted to its more modern, juridical meaning as an indulgence extended to wrongdoers by a Judge or 

Magistrate, who gives a ruling foregoing the right to punish wrongful acts as a clemency to the wrong 

doer. It is hard for us to escape this more narrow meaning of mercy. Seen in this more restricted sense, 

mercy would seem to be a way of by-passing the serious effects of sin. Mercy, biblically understood, 

does not mean indifference to evil, sin, wrongdoing and injustice. The Hebrew word “Hesed”, is 

translated as “Steadfast love” or loving kindness. 
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Finally we would like to point out that Pope indicates that there are no contradictions between the 

beatitudes and the scene of last judgment as we hear from Mathew 25
th
 Chapter. We must note three 

implications of caring for those on the ‘margins’ and ‘fringes’ of the society. 

i. Embracing mercy requires an ongoing, even daily, encounter with Christ who is the door of 

Mercy. In this encounter we experience once again the overwhelming love that is offered to us, 

a love that calls us to a deeper conversion to Christ. It is within this ever deepening conversion 

to Christ that we begin to measure the mystery of God’s mercy. Being ourselves sinners, it is 

only in grasping more fully the depth of God’s mercy that we come to realize how deeply we 

need mercy. In short, we will only be effective in witnessing to God’s mercy if we can mirror 

that mercy in our own lives and then show it to others. 

ii. Our witness to Mercy finds its most suitable expression when it is manifested to those who 

have been pushed to “existential peripheries” (in Pope’s expression), the margins of existence: 

those who are persecuted, downtrodden, oppressed; those whose precarious existence makes 

them most vulnerable to the vagaries of indifference, neglect or outright wrong doing of others. 

These are places where God’s mercy is at once most manifested and most needed. To be 

instruments of God’s mercy is to ‘go forth’ to those “peripheries”. But the “peripheries” are 

not always physical ones. They can be deeply existential e.g. many of the elderly among us or 

of women who are immigrants are caught between the moral norms of these home lands in 

their restriction to the private sphere of the home and the new and alien environment (like 

weather) in which they find themselves in their situation.  

iii. Our going forth “as a genuinely missionary Church is our participation in the “going forth” of 

the Son and of the Holy Spirit into the world for the sake of redemption and reconciliation. We 

become merciful like the Father. As Pope puts in (MV.18) we are called to be “missionaries of 

Mercy”. Such persons, who encounter us, experience God’s mercy, as a source of liberation. 

May the Holy Spirit lead each priest in this way of Mercy, taught and lived by Jesus Christ and 

guided and led by His Spirit.     --------------                                     

  

Most Rev. Dr. Yvon Ambroise  

Bishop of Tuticorin   

 

 

 

III. BISHOP’S PROGRAMME FOR OCTOBER 2017 : 

Date Time Day Programme 

1 

10.00 am -1.00 pm 

 

5.00 pm 

Sun 

L.F.S Feast Mass and programme with benefactors  

 

Blessing of Church at Fatima Nagar, Tuticorin 

2 10.30 am Mon Blessing a marriage at Kovilpatti Church 

3 

10.00 am 

 

4.30 pm 

Tue 

Meeting of College of Consulters  

 

General Body Meeting of Lucia Society at Meelavittan  

4 -5  Wed-Thu In Tuticorin 

6  Fri Free day  

7 5.30 pm Sat Annual Day for St.Joseph’s School, Mangalagiri  

8 - 9  Sun-Mon In Tuticorin 

10 3.00 pm Tue Governing Body of TMSSS  

11 10.00 am Wed Diocesan Board of Education meets  

12  Thu Free day  

13 3.30 pm Fri Secretaries of Diocesan Commission meets 

14  Sat In Tuticorin 

15 
6.30 am 

12.30 pm 
Sun 

Confirmation at Kadakulam parish  

Leave for Chennai  

15-31  Sun-Tue Holidays – Out of station  
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IV. ORDINATION DAY 

Ad Multos Annos on your Ordination anniversary day! 

 

Rev. Fr. Hermas Moduthagam               -  03. 10. 1959 

Rev. Fr. Albin Leon     - 04. 10. 2014 

Msgr. Joseph Xavier     -  07. 10. 1960 

Rev. Fr. Joseph Kumar Raja    -  10. 10. 1988 

Rev. Fr. Panneer Selvam N. A.    -  17. 10. 1982 

Rev. Fr. Charles Antony     -  17. 10. 1982 

Rev. Fr. X.D Selvaraj     -  19. 10. 1971 

Rev. Fr. Xavier S. Marian    -  19. 10. 1971 

Rev. Fr. Nishanth T.     - 25. 10. 2006 

Rev. Fr. Arul Mani M.     - 26. 10. 1989 

Rev. Fr. Barnabas     -  30. 10. 1980 

Rev. Fr. Vijayan J.     -  30. 10. 1980 

 

 

V. HAPPY BIRTHDAY!  

Best wishes to you on your Birthday!  

 

Rev. Fr. Remigius S. Leon    -  01. 10. 1967 

Rev. Fr. Heniston W.     -  01. 10. 1979 

Rev. Fr. Kulanthai Rajan    -  01. 10. 1978 

Rev. Fr. Hermas Moduthagam    -  03. 10. 1929 

Rev. Fr. Prathiban Liphonse    -  03. 10. 1977 

Rev. Fr. Thomas M.     -  04. 10. 1957 

Rev. Fr. Visenthi Sahaya Ubertus   -           05. 10. 1981 

Rev. Fr. Albin Leon     - 05. 10. 1984 

Rev. Fr. Aloysius     -  11. 10. 1960 

Rev. Fr. Antony Michael Lawrence   -  13. 10. 1980 

Rev. Fr. Babiston A.     - 13. 10. 1984 

Rev. Fr. Batric Antony Vijayan    - 14. 10. 1983 

Rev. Fr. Clarence Dinesh    -  15. 10. 1976 

Rev. Fr. Nelson Raj A.M.    -  20. 10. 1973 

Rev. Fr. Santheestan     -  21. 10. 1973 

Rev. Fr. Yogaraj J.T.     -  23. 10. 1969 

Rev. Fr. Augustine J.B.     -  28. 10. 1964 

Rev. Fr. Cedric Peeris     -  29. 10. 1946 

Rev. Fr. Lazar      -  31. 10. 1959 

 

VI. DEATH ANNIVERSARY 

Let us remember in our prayers. 

 

Rev. Fr.  Lambert Miranda    - 01. 10. 2008 

Rev. Fr. Ambrose Missier    - 03. 10. 1939 

Rev. Fr. Charles Fernando    - 03. 10. 2012 

Rev. Fr. Camillus     - 08. 10. 2011 

Rev. Fr. Y. Ignatius     - 11. 10. 1951 

Rev. Fr. Wingling Ravi     - 13. 10. 2013 

Rev. Fr. Starwyn S.     - 16. 10. 2013 

Rev. Fr. Xavier Mel     - 22. 10. 1982 

Rev. Fr. Xavier Fernando     - 26. 10. 1961 

Rev. Fr. Soosai S. Marian    - 25. 10. 1996 

Rev. Fr. Cruz Antony     - 30. 10. 1991 
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VII. CONDOLENCES: 

Rev. Fr. Methodius N. Fernando, born on 14.06.1930 in Kooduthalai, passed away on 16.09.2017, 

Saturday at 6.00 am in Sacred Heart Hospital, Tuticorin at the age of 87. He was ordained a Priest on 

06.04.1959. His mortal remains were laid to rest at Kooduthalai near Our Lady’s grotto after the funeral 

Mass celebrated by our Bishop and other priests at 4.00 pm on 17.09.2017 Sunday. Inter Nos offers its 

condolences in a special way to the members of the bereaved family. Let us offer three Masses for the 

repose of the departed soul. May the soul rest in peace! 

 

 

VIII. INFORMATION FROM DIOCESAN CURIA 

 

1. From Chancellor’s Office: 

 

a) Monthly Recollection: 

Recollection for the month of October, 2017 will take place in the vicariate level as per the 

following schedule: 

Vicariate Date Day Place 

Manapad 10.10.2017 Tuesday Adaikalapuram 

Tuticorin 10.10.2017 Tuesday Bishop’s House 

Kurukkuchalai 10.10.2017 Tuesday Kurukkuchalai 

Vadakankulam 10.10.2017 Tuesday Panagudi 

Sathankulam 11.10.2017 Wednesday Sathankulam 

 

 

b) Change in CIC 1983: 

The Apostolic Letter Motu Proprio of Pope Francis, “Magnum Principium” was issued on 3 

September 2017 in which c. 838 of the Code of Canon Law is modified. The change will come 

into effect on 1st October 2017. 

Therefore, in the future can. 838 will read as follows:  

Can. 838 - §1. The ordering and guidance of the sacred liturgy depends solely upon the 

authority of the Church, namely, that of the Apostolic See and, as provided by law, that of the 

diocesan Bishop. 

§2. It is for the Apostolic See to order the sacred liturgy of the Universal Church, publish 

liturgical books, recognise adaptations approved by the Episcopal Conferences according to the 

norm of law, and exercise vigilance that liturgical regulations are observed faithfully 

everywhere. 

§3. It pertains to the Episcopal Conferences to faithfully prepare versions of the liturgical books 

in vernacular languages, suitably accommodated within defined limits, and to approve and 

publish the liturgical books for the regions for which they are responsible after the confirmation 

of the Apostolic See. 

§4. Within the limits of his competence, it belongs to the diocesan Bishop to lay down in the 

Church entrusted to his care, liturgical regulations which are binding on all. 

c) Reminder:  

Please note that the provision for dispensation from ‘Canonical Form’ for marriages to 

be solemnized by Protestant (CSI) pastors in the Protestant Church, [a catholic marrying a 

Protestant in the Protestant Church by Protestant minister] is not encouraged in our diocese. The 

reason is that such a dispensation opens the avenue for abandoning Catholic faith as we have 
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seen several cases in practice. Hence, the parish priests are asked not to encourage Catholic 

parties to seek dispensation from ‘Canonical Form’ and also to refrain from publishing banns in 

the Catholic Church, in the event of the marriage, being solemnized in the Protestant Church.  

 

By ‘Canonical Form’ it is meant that a Catholic marriage must be solemnized in a 

Catholic Church after fulfilling all requirements for the marriage by the Church. It has to be 

celebrated in front of the priest duly delegated [normally the parish priest or whoever obtains 

the delegation from him] with two public witnesses. 

 
d) Information regarding Annual Retreat – 2017 :  

Reminder:  Rev. Fathers, who have not yet given their names for the Retreat, are reminded 

again to give their names before the 25
th
 of October.  

  

First batch     : 20 Nov 2017 (9. 00 am) - 24 Nov 2017 (1 pm) 

Venue     : Pillar, Madurai. 

Preacher     : Rev. Fr. S.I. Wilson OFM (Cap.) Anugraha College, Nochiodaipatty,  

         Dindigul. 

 

Second batch: 04 Dec 2017 (9. 00 am) - 08 Dec 2017 (1 pm) 

Venue      : Pillar, Madurai. 

Preacher     : Rev. Fr. Sathian OFM (Cap), Holy Cross Church, Palakkad, Kerala. 

 

Retired Priests: 20 Nov 2017 (9.00 am) - 24 Nov 2017 (1 pm) 

Venue       : Bishop’s House, Tuticorin 

Preacher          : Rev. Fr. Antony Vincent CSSR, Redemptorist Fathers, Pedamanapuram,  

           Andhra Pradesh. 

 

The retreat for the first and second batch will take place at Pillar, Madurai, whereas for the 

retired priests, it will take place at Bishop’s House, Tuticorin. Please inform the Chancellor’s 

Office as to which batch you will attend: phone (0461-2323345), e-mail 

(chantutidio@gmail.com) or post as early as possible. 

 
e) Office Holidays in October: 

Please take note that the diocesan offices will remain closed on the following days: 

 

 October 2 – Monday – Gandhi Jeyanthi  

October 18 – Wednesday – Deepavali  

 
f) Supplementary Ordo -2017  

The supplementary Ordo-2017 (Address book after the transfer) will not be printed this year. It 

will be forwarded to you by e-mail.  

Rev. Fr. Norbert Thomas 

Chancellor 

 

 

2. From the Financial Administrator’s Office : 

Dear Fathers,  

Cordial greetings to you. The Vocation Sunday was celebrated on the 4th Sunday in Pascal Season 

(07.05.2017) and the collection made on that day is to be remitted to the Procurator's Office.Those who 

have not yet remitted the Vocation Sunday Collection and the Holy Childhood collection, please do so 

as early as possible. The collection for the Holy Land - to support the Christians of the Holy Land, made 

during the Holy Week is also to be remitted to the Procurator's office. Thank you. 

 

 

 Parish  Contributions: 

mailto:chantutidio@gmail.com
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Tuticorin, State Bank  Colony for  Aug 2017 7000 

Tuticorin, Charles’ Church  for Aug 2017 5000 

Cathedral Parish for Aug  2017 2000 

Tuticorin, Innaciarpuram for Aug  2017 2000 

Caldwell Colony for Aug  2017 1000 

Pazayakayal for Sep  2017 2500 

Total 19500 

 

 Shrine Contributions: 

St.Antony Church , Tuty for July & Aug 2017 50000 

OLS, Shrine ,Tuty for June to Aug 2017 75000 

Alanthalai for July to Oct 2017 20000 

Uvari Parish for Aug 2017 20000 

Pothakalanvilai for Aug  2017 10000 

Sokkankudiyiruppu for July 2017 2000 

Total 177000 

  

Rev. Fr. Sahaya Joseph 

Financial Administrator 

 
 

IX. INFORMATION FROM COMMISSIONS:  
 

1.  ew;nra;jp eLtj;jpypUe;J: 

1. gq;Ffspy; QhapW kiwf;fy;tp Mrphpah; rpwg;Gg; gapw;rp 
ehs; kiwtl;lk; gq;F Neuk;  

1.10.2017   QhapW  kzg;ghL  milf;fyhGuk;  khiy 6 kzp  
8.10.2017   QhapW  FWf;Fr;rhiy  Gjpak;Gj;J}h;  fhiy 10 kzp    
15.10.2017  QhapW  rhj;jhd;Fsk;  mizf;fiu  gpw;gfy; 3 kzp  
22.10.2017  QhapW  tlf;fd;Fsk;  Njhikahh;Guk;  gpw;gfy; 3 kzp 
29.10.2017  QhapW  J}j;Jf;Fb  FURGuk;  fhiy 10 kzp   
 
2. gs;spfspy; kiwf;fy;tp> ed;ndwpf;fy;tpg; gzpfs; ghh;itaply;  

ehs; gq;F gs;spfs; 
06.10.2017 nts;sp  ts;spA+h;  3 
09.10.2017 jpq;fs;  gzFb 

fpotNehp 
G\;gtdk;  

1 
3 
1 

10.10.2017 nrt;tha;  gdpka md;id Nguhyak; 3 
12.10.2017 tpahod;  NrhkehjNghp 

ghh;guk;khs;Guk;   
4 
2 

13.10.2017 nts;sp  jpUitFz;lk; 
nra;Jq;fey;Y}h;  
fr;rdhtpis   

2 
1 
2 

16.10.2017 jpq;fs;  me;Njhdpahh; Nfhapy; gq;F 
];Nll; ghq;f; fhydp gq;F  

2 
2 

17.10.2017 nrt;tha;  fj;jPl;uy;  5 
19.10.2017 tpahod;  $lq;Fsk; 

ngUkzy; 
$l;lg;Gsp  

2 
1 
3 

20.10.2017 nts;sp  ,be;jfiu 
$j;jd;Fop  

3 
3 

24.10.2017 nrt;tha;  mizf;fiu  
GJf;FbapUg;G  

4 
2 

25.10.2017 Gjd;  fs;spFsk;  5 
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mizf;fiu 1 
26.10.2017 tpahod;  jpirad;tpis 4 
27.10.2017 nts;sp  Njhg;Gtpis 

cthp   
2 
5 

 
 tof;fk;Nghy; ew;nra;jp eLtj;jpypUe;J jiyikahrphpah;fsplk; njhlh;G nfhz;L 

ghh;itaplYf;fhd ehspid cWjpg;gLj;jpagpd;> jhshsh; je;ijaplk; ,irT ngw;Wf; 
nfhz;L ghh;itapl tUfpNwhk;. Nkw;Fwpf;fg;gl;Ls;s ehs;fs; jiyikahrphpah;fsplk; 
xg;Gjy; ngwg;gl;l ehs;fshFk;. jhshsh; je;ijah;fs; khw;W ehs;fisj; njhptpg;gjhf 
,Ue;jhy;> mjd;gb gs;sp kiwf;fy;tpg; ghh;itpliy mikj;Jf; nfhs;fpNwhk;. jhshsh; 
je;ijaUk; gs;spapy; tha;g;ghd ehisf; fz;lwpe;J my;yJ tha;g;ig cUthf;fp 
Kd;djhfNt ew;nra;jp eLtj;jpw;Fj; njhpag;gLj;Jifapy; ed;wpAzh;NthL cldbahfg; 
ghh;itapl te;JtpLNthk;. 

 #iy> Mfj;J jpq;fs;fspy; 56 gs;spfspy; ghh;itaply; elj;j xg;Gjy; je;J> 
,d;Kfj;Jld; ghh;itaply; FOtpdiu tuNtw;W> tpUe;Njhk;gy; je;J rpwg;G nra;j 
jhshsh; je;ijah;> jiyikahrphpah;> mUl;rNfhjhpfs;> mUl;rNfhjuh;fs;> Mrphpag; 
ngUkf;fs; midtUf;Fk; ed;wp njhptpf;fpd;Nwhk;.   

 
3. js;Sgb tpiyapy; tptpypak; 

fle;j Mz;ilg; Nghd;W ,e;j Mz;Lk; jpUtptpypa E}y;fisj; js;Sgb tpiyapy; 
jUtjw;F NkjF Mah; ,Nthd; mth;fs; ,irT je;J> tha;g;ig Vw;gLj;jpAs;shh;fs;. 
mth;fSf;F ed;wp! gq;Fj;je;ijah;fs; mUs;$h;e;J ,e;j khjj;jpy; jq;fsJ gq;fpy; 
(mf;Nlhgh;>2017) ,t;thz;L js;Sgb tpiyapy; tptpypak; thq;Fk; jpl;lk; ,y;iynadpy; 
Njitapy; ,Uf;Fk; gpw gq;FfSf;F jhq;fs; thq;fpf; nfhLj;J /thq;Ftjw;F tha;g;Gf; 
nfhLj;J cjtyhk;. Tpiue;J Vw;ghL nra;AkhW md;Gld; Ntz;LfpNwhk;. cq;fSf;Fhpa 
tptpypag; gbfis thq;fpf; nfhs;SkhW md;Gld; Ntz;LfpNwhk;.  

 
jpUtptpypa tif tpw;gid 

tpiy 
Fiwf;fg;gl;l 
njhif 

Fiwf;fg;gl;l 
tpiy 

toq;fg;gLk; 
vz;zpf;if 

tptpypak; (#g;gh; Byf;];) &.240 &.40 &.200 20 
tptpypak; &.210 &.50 &.160 40 
Gjpa Vw;ghL (ePs;tif) &.100 &.50 &.50 10 
Gjpa Vw;ghL (ifalf;f) &.60 &.25 &.35 30 

 
4. tptpypa QhapW fhzpf;if  
tptpypa QhapW (nrg;lk;gh; 24) md;W jpUg;gypapd;NghJ rpwg;ghff; fhzpf;if jz;ly; nra;J> 
(fhzpf;if gphpj;J) ,Ug;gPh;fs; vd;W ek;GfpNwhk;. tptpypa QhapW njhlh;ghd fhzpf;ifis 
jkpof tptpypag; gzpf;FOTf;F mDg;gp itf;f Ntz;bAs;sJ. vdNt> mUs;$h;e;J tptpypa 
QhapW fhzpf;ifapid rpwg;ghfj; jz;bl (t#ypj;jpl) Vw;ghL nra;J mf;Nlhgh; jpq;fs; 
,uz;lhk; thuj;jpw;Fs; kiwkhtl;l nghUsh; je;ij mYtyfj;Jf;F mDg;gp itf;f 
Ntz;Lnkd md;Gld; epidT+l;LfpNwhk;. cq;fs; gq;fpypUe;J jug;gLk; tptpypa QhapW 
fhzpf;if tptuk; etk;gh; khj QhdJ}jd; ,jopy; ntspaplg;gLk; vd;gijj; njhptpj;Jf; 
nfhs;fpNwhk;.  
 

5. ew;fUiz tPuh; mit topfhl;b Mrphpah;fSf;fhd $l;lk;  
mf;Nlhgh; jpq;fspy;> ew;fUiz tPuh; mit topfhl;bfSf;F> rpwg;Gg; gapyuq;fk; 
eilngWfpd;wJ. mUs;$h;e;J ew;fUiz tPuh; mit Mrphpah; topfhl;bfs; midtUk; 
gq;Nfw;FkhW md;Gld; miof;fpNwhk;. jhshsh;fs; mUs;$h;e;J ,e;ehs;fspy; nghWg;G Mrphpaiu 
mDg;gpitf;FkhW md;Gld; Ntz;LfpNwhk;.   

ehs; Neuk; eilngWk; ,lk; kiwtl;lk; 

05.10.2017 tpahod; 
fhiy 9.45-12.00 [Pthefh;  kzg;ghL 
gpw;gfy; 2.15-4.30 rhj;jhd;Fsk;  rhj;jhd;Fsk; 

06.10.2017 nts;sp  fhiy 9.45-12.00 ts;spA+h;  tlf;fd;Fsk;  

11.10.2017 Gjd; 
fhiy 9.45-12.00 ew;nra;jp eLtk;  J}j;Jf;Fb  
gpw;gfy; 2.15-4.30 fhh;nky; gzpafk;  FWf;Fr;rhiy  

 
 
6. ew;nra;jpg; gzp mUs; Copah;fspd; jpUT+o;fk; 
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mLj;j %d;W khjq;fSf;fhd mUl;rNfhjhpfs;> Ntjpah; rNfhjuh;fs; MfpNahUf;fhd 
jpUT+o;fk;:  

 2017> mf;Nlhgh; 2>3 jpq;fs;> nrt;tha;  
 2017 mf;Nlhgh; 31> nrt;tha;. (md;W khiy 4.00 kzpf;F Mah; ,y;yj;jpy; rpwg;G 

nrgkhiy eilngWk;) 
 2017 etk;gh; 27>28 jpq;fs;> nrt;tha; 
 2017 brk;gh; 23> rdp  

Nkw;nrhd;d ehs;fspy; eilngWk; jpUT+o;ff; $l;lq;fspy; ew;nra;jpg; 
gzpahsh;fshfpa  mUl;rNfhjhpfSk; Ntjpah;fSk; ew;nra;jp eLtj;jpw;F 
miof;fg;gLfpwhh;fs;.  
 

7. Mah; ,y;yj;jpy; nrgkhiyj; jpq;fs; epiwT nrgkhiyf; nfhz;lhl;lk;  
Mz;LNjhWk; mf;Nlhgh; khjj;jpd; ,Wjpehspy; rpwg;Gr; nrgkhiy NkjF Mah; mth;fs; 
jiyikapy; Vw;ghL nra;ag;gl;L tUfpwJ. 
tUfpw 31.10.2017> nrt;tha; md;W khiy 4.00 kzp Kjy; kzp 5.30 tiu rpwg;Gr; 
nrgkhiyf; nfhz;lhl;lk; eilngWfpwJ. Mah; ,y;yj; je;ijaUk;> mYtyfq;fspd; 
gzpahsh;fSk; gzpf;FOr; nrayh;fSk; gzpafk; rhh;e;j gzpahsh;fSk; ew;nra;jpg; gzp 
mUl;rNfhjhpfSk; Ntjpah;fSk; ,r;rpwg;G epfo;r;rpapy; gq;Nfw;FkhW md;Gld; miof;fpNwhk;.   
 

gzp. nr. nu.ntdpRFkhh;; 
,af;Feh;> ew;nra;jp eLtk; 

 
gzpf;FOf;fspd; nray;jpl;lk; - mf;Nlhgh; 2017 

ehs; gzpf;FO gzpfs; ,lk; kiwtl;lk; 
01. Qh FLk;gk; FLk;g tsh;tho;Tg;  gapw;rp nghJepiyapdh; 

gzpafk; 
nghJ 

ngz;fs; ngz;fs; mbg;gil cUthf;fg; 
gapw;rp 

ehfyhGuk; FWf;Fr;rhiy 

,isQh; gq;Fj;jsk; - ,isQh; re;jpg;G jpUitFz;lk; rhj;jhd;Fsk; 
 ,isQh;fSf;fhd tpisahl;Lg; 

Nghl;b 
kd;dhh;Guk; rhj;jhd;Fsk; 

mUq;nfhil Vuy;> xj;jhir Mya gq;F 
kf;fSf;Fj; jpahdk; 

bitd; nkh;rp jpahd 
,y;yk;> kq;fsfphp 

nghJ 

kiwf;fy;tp QhapW kiwf;fy;tp rpwg;Gg; 
gapw;rp 

milf;fyhGuk; kzg;ghL 

02. jp md;gpak; md;gpaq;fs; re;jpg;G ,dpNfhefh; J}j;Jf;Fb 
xUq;fpizg;gfk; kiwg;gzpr; rNfhjhpfs;> 

Ntjpah;fs; fsg;gzp 
ew;nra;jp eLtk; - 

03. nr xUq;fpizg;gfk; kiwg;gzpr; rNfhjhpfs;> 
Ntjpah;fs; fsg;gzp 

ew;nra;jp eLtk; - 

md;gpak; md;gpaq;fs; re;jpg;G ,dpNfhefh; J}j;Jf;Fb 
ngz;fs; kjpg;gPl;Lf; fy;tp Gdpj me;Njhdpahh; 

Nk.ep.g>mofg;gGuk; 
tlf;fd;Fsk; 

05. tp mUq;nfhil Fzkspf;Fk; Nehd;Gj; jpahdk; bitd; nkh;rp jpahd 
,y;yk;> kq;fsfphp 

nghJ 

topghL ew;fUiz tPuh; mit 
topfhl;bfs; $l;lk; 

[Pthefh; 
(fhiy)&rhj;jhd;Fsk; 
(kjpak;) 

kzit> rhj;ij 

06. nt topghL ew;fUiz tPuh; mit 
topfhl;bfs; $l;lk; 

ts;spA+h; tlf;fd;Fsk; 

07. r mUq;nfhil Mh;tKs;sth;fSf;fhd jpahdk; bitd; nkh;rp jpahd 
,y;yk;> kq;fsfphp 

nghJ 

08. Qh FLk;gk; FLk;g tsh;tho;Tg;  gapw;rp Qhdg;gpufhrpahh;gl;lzk; J}j;Jf;Fb 
  FLk;g tsh;tho;Tg;  gapw;rp ts;spA+h; tlf;fd;Fsk; 

gf;jrig khpahapd; Nrid nfhkpj;rpaf; 
$l;lk;  

Mah; ,y;yk; nghJ 

nghJepiyapdh; jpUg;gypapy; gq;F 
Nka;g;Gg;gzpf;FO tpsf;fk; 

nra;Jq;fey;Y}h; rhj;jhd;Fsk; 

,isQh; gq;Fj;jsk; ,isQh; re;jpg;G $ld;Fsk; tlf;fd;Fsk; 
 ,isQh;fSf;fhd tpisahl;Lg; 

Nghl;b 
Gdpj md;dhs; Nk.ep.g. 
$ld;Fsk; 

 

mUq;nfhil nrgf;FOg; nghWg;ghsh;fs;> bitd; nkh;rp jpahd nghJ 
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ew;nra;jpg; gzpahsh;fSf;fhd 
jpahdk; 

,y;yk;> kq;fsfphp 

kiwf;fy;tp QhapW kiwf;fy;tp rpwg;Gg; 
gapw;rp 

Gjpak;Gj;J}h; FWf;Fr;rhiy 

10. nr mUq;nfhil Copah;fSf;fhd khjhe;jpuf; 
$Lif 

bitd; nkh;rp jpahd 
,y;yk;> kq;fsfphp 

- 

11. G ,isQh; ,.fp.kh/ ,.kh., (YCS/YSM) 
khzhf;fh;fSf;fhd 
tpisahl;Lg; Nghl;b 

ts;spA+h; tlf;fd;Fsk; 

topghL ew;fUiz tPuh; mit 
topfhl;bfs; $l;lk; 

ew;nra;jp eLtk; J}b 
(fhiy) & fhh;nky; 
gzpafk; Fiy 
(gpw;gfy;) 

J}b & Fiy 

12. tp mUq;nfhil Fzkspf;Fk; Nehd;Gj; jpahdk; bitd; nkh;rp jpahd 
,y;yk;> kq;fsfphp 

nghJ 

13. nt ,isQh; ,.fp.kh/ ,.kh., (YCS/YSM)  
khzhf;fh;fSf;fhd 
tpisahl;Lg; Nghl;b 

J}a khpad;id Nk.ep.g. 
kd;dhh;Guk; 

rhj;jhd;Fsk; 

15. Qh md;gpak; md;gpaq;fs; re;jpg;G Vuy; - xj;jhirkhjh 
Nfhapy; 

J}j;Jf;Fb 

 md;gpaq;fs; re;jpg;G nra;Jq;fey;Y}h; rhj;jhd;Fsk; 
FLk;gk; FLk;g tsh;tho;Tg;  gapw;rp nghJepiyapdh; 

gzpafk; 
nghJ 

ngz;fs; ngz;fs; tpopg;Gzh;Tg; gapw;rp K.Nfhl;^h; FWf;Fr;rhiy 
,isQh; ,isQh;fSf;fhd tpisahl;Lg; 

Nghl;b 
J}a yrhy; Nk.ep.g. 
J}j;Jf;Fb 

J}j;Jf;Fb 

 gq;Fj;jsk; ,isQh; re;jpg;G fhy;Lnty; fhydp J}j;Jf;Fb 
mUq;nfhil jdpg;gl;l FLk;gj;jpdUf;fhd 

jpahdk; 
bitd; nkh;rp jpahd 
,y;yk;> kq;fsfphp 

- 

kiwf;fy;tp QhapW kiwf;fy;tp rpwg;Gg; 
gapw;rp 

mizf;fiu rhj;jhd;Fsk; 

19. tp mUq;nfhil Fzkspf;Fk; Nehd;Gj; jpahdk; bitd; nkh;rp jpahd 
,y;yk;> kq;fsfphp 

nghJ 

20. nt FLk;gk; FLk;g eyf; fUj;juq;F Njhikahh;Guk; tlf;fd;Fsk; 
21. r ,isQh; ,.fp.kh/ ,.kh., (YCS/YSM ) 

khzhf;fh;fSf;fhd 
tpisahl;Lg; Nghl;b 

Gdpj Njhkh Nk.ep.g. 
tP.gl;lzk; 

kzg;ghL 

22. Qh 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

nghJepiyapdh; khepy nghJepiyapdh; 
gzpf;FO fUj;juq;fk; 

ts;spA+h; nghJ 

FLk;gk; FLk;g tsh;tho;Tg;  gapw;rp [Pthefh; kzg;ghL 
ngz;fs; ngz;fs; mbg;gil cUthf;fg; 

gapw;rp 
tPughz;bad;gl;lzk; kzg;ghL 

md;gpak; md;gpa topfhl;bfSf;fhd 
fUj;juq;F 

Gjpak;Gj;J}h; & 
fPoKbkd; 

FWf;Fr;rhiy 

,isQh; ,isQh;fSf;fhd tpisahl;Lg; 
Nghl;b 

Gdpj Njhkh Nk.ep.g. 
tP.gl;lzk; 

kzg;ghL 

mUq;nfhil FLk;gq;fSf;fhd MrpHthj 
jpahdk; 

bitd; nkh;rp jpahd 
,y;yk;> kq;fsfphp 

nghJ 

kiwf;fy;tp gq;Ffspy; QhapW kiwf;fy;tp 
rpwg;Gg; gapw;rp 

Njhikahh;Guk; tlf;fd;Fsk; 

 chpik tho;T  nghJf;FO mkh;T  FWf;Fr;rhiy  nghJ  
25. G gf;jrig khpahapd; Nrid-njhlh;ghsh;> 

tsh;r;rpg; gzpf;FOf; $l;lk; 
Mah; ,y;yk; nghJ 

26. tp ,isQh; ,.fp.kh/ ,.kh., (YCS/YSM)  
khzhf;fh;fSf;fhd 
tpisahl;Lg; Nghl;b 

khtl;l tpisahl;L 
muq;fk; 

J}b> Fiy 

mUq;nfhil Fzkspf;Fk; Nehd;Gj; jpahdk; bitd; nkh;rp jpahd 
,y;yk;> kq;fsfphp 

nghJ 

28. r FLk;gk; kzit kiw tl;l jpUkzj; 
jahhpg;Gg; gapw;rp 

[Pthefh; kzg;ghL 

 chpik tho;T  fsg;gzpahsh;fs; Mrphpah; 
$l;lk;  

J}j;Jf;Fb  nghJ  

29. Qh FLk;gk; kzit kiw tl;l jpUkzj; 
jahhpg;Gg; gapw;rp 

[Pthefh; kzg;ghL 

 FLk;g tsh;tho;Tg;  gapw;rp ts;spA+h; tlf;fd;Fsk; 
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,isQh; ,isQh;fSf;fhd tpisahl;Lg; 
Nghl;b 

njhd; Ngh];Nfh 
fy;Y}hp> fPo<uhy; 

FWf;Fr;rhiy 

 gq;Fj;jsk; - ,isQh; re;jpg;G fPoitg;ghh; FWf;Fr;rhiy 
mUq;nfhil mUl;rNfhjhpfSf;fhd jpahdk; 

(Mq;fpyj;jpy;) 
bitd; nkh;rp jpahd 
,y;yk;> kq;fsfphp 

- 

kiwf;fy;tp QhapW kiwf;fy;tp rpwg;Gg; 
gapw;rp 

FURGuk;> J}j;Jf;Fb J}j;Jf;Fb 

31. nr xUq;fpizg;gfk; kiwg;gzpr; rNfhjhpfs;> 
Ntjpah;fs; $l;lk;  

ew;nra;jp eLtk; nghJ  

 Copah;fSf;fhd kd;whl;L 
khiy  

Mah; ,y;yk; - 

                                                        
me;je;j kiwtl;lq;fisr; rhh;e;j gq;Ffs; Nkw;Fwpf;fg;gl;Ls;s gzpfs;> gapw;rpfSf;F Vw;g 
me;je;jg; gzpf;FOf;fSf;F Njhoik nfhLj;J gq;fpy; vOr;rpNaw;WkhW gzptd;Gld; 
Ntz;LfpNwhk;. gzpf;FOf;fspd; xUq;fpizg;Gf;Fj; jq;fs; Nkyhd ghpe;JiufisAk; 
topfhl;Ljy;fisAk; tpUk;gp Ntz;LfpNwhk;. ed;wp.   

gzp.nr.nu.ntdpRFkhh;> 
gzpf;FOf;fspd; xUq;fpizg;ghsh;  

 
 
2. nghJepiyapdH gzpepiyaj;jpypUe;J:  

 
mf;Nlhgh; 2017 gzpj;jpl;lk; 

ehs; gzpfs; ,lk; 

01.10.2017 
FLk;g tsh;tho;Tg;  gapw;rp nghJepiyapdh; gzpafk; 
ngz;fs; mbg;gil cUthf;fg; gapw;rp ehfyhGuk; 

02.10.2017 md;gpaq;fs; re;jpg;G ,dpNfhefh; 

03.10.2017 
md;gpaq;fs; re;jpg;G ,dpNfhefh; 
kjpg;gPl;Lf;fy;tp Gdpj me;Njhdpahh; 

Nky;epiyg;gs;sp - mofg;gGuk; 

08.10.2017 

FLk;g tsh;tho;Tg;  gapw;rp Qhdg;gpufhrpahh;gl;lzk; 
FLk;g tsh;tho;Tg;  gapw;rp ts;spA+h; 
khpahapd; Nrid nfhkpj;rpaf; $l;lk;  Mah; ,y;yk; 
jpUg;gypapy; gq;F Nka;g;Gg;gzpf;FO 
tpsf;fk; 

nra;Jq;fey;Y}h; 

gq;F Nka;g;Gg;gzpf;FO Njh;jy; ghpRj;j gdpka md;id 
Nguhyak;> J}j;Jf;Fb 

15.10.2017 

md;gpaq;fs; re;jpg;G Vuy; - xj;jhir khjh Nfhapy; 
md;gpaq;fs; re;jpg;G nra;Jq;fey;Y}h; 
FLk;g tsh;tho;Tg;  gapw;rp nghJepiyapdh; gzpafk; 
ngz;fs; tpopg;Gzh;Tg; gapw;rp K. Nfhl;^h; 

20.10.2017 FLk;geyf;fUj;juq;F Njhikahh;Guk; 

22.10.2017 

khepy nghJepiyapdh; gzpf;FO 
fUj;juq;fk; 

ts;spA+h; 

FLk;g tsh;tho;Tg;  gapw;rp [Pthefh; 
ngz;fs; mbg;gil cUthf;fg; gapw;rp tPughz;bad;gl;lzk; 
md;gpa topfhl;bfSf;fhd fUj;juq;F Gjpak;Gj;J}h;> fPoKbkd; & 

jhsKj;Jefh; 

25.10.2017 
khpahapd; Nrid-njhlh;ghsh; kw;Wk; 
tsh;r;rpg; gzpf;FOf; $l;lk; 

Mah; ,y;yk; 

28.10.2017 
kzit tl;lhu jpUkzj;jahhpg;Gg; 
gapw;rp 

[Pthefh; 

29.10.2017 kzit tl;lhu jpUkzj;jahhpg;Gg; 
gapw;rp 

[Pthefh; 

29.10.2017 FLk;g tsh;tho;Tg;  gapw;rp ts;spA+h; 
 

 

 

 

FLk;g ey;tho;Tg; gapw;rp – Family Enrichment Program 
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ehs; ,lk; 
01.10.2017 nghJepiyapdh; gzpafk; 
08.10.2017 ts;spA+h; 
08.10.2017 Qhdg;gpufhrpahh;gl;lzk; 
15.10.2017 nghJepiyapdh; gzpafk; 
22.10.2017 [Pthefh; 
29.10.2017 ts;spA+h; 

 
gapw;rp Neuk; : fhiy 9.30 kzpKjy; khiy 5 kzptiu. 
nrg;lk;gh; khjj;jpy; gapw;rpf;F tUgth;fs; gw;wpa jftiy mYtyf vz;zpy; (94 87 85 28 
08) njhlh;G nfhz;L gq;Fj;je;ijah;fs; njhptpf;f md;Gld; Nfl;Lf;nfhs;fpNwhk;. cq;fs; 
gq;fpy; jpUtpoh ehs;fspy; gapw;rp toq;f Mh;tkhf cs;Nshk;. mioAq;fs;. tUfpNwhk;. 

                                                                                                                                        
nghd; tpoh & nts;sp tpoh nfhz;lhl;lk;: 

jpUkz tho;tpy; 50 kw;Wk; 25 Mk; Mz;il epiwT nra;Ak; jk;gjpapdhpd; ngah; gl;baiy 
nghJepiyapdh; gzpaj;jpw;F mDg;gp itf;FkhW md;Gld; Nfl;Lf;nfhs;fpNwhk;. mth;fSf;fhd 
a+gpyp tpohf; nfhz;lhl;lk; Mahpd; jiyikapy; J}j;Jf;Fbapy; brk;gh; 23-k; NjjpAk; 
ts;spA+hpy; brk;gh; 29-k; NjjpAk; eilngw cs;sJ. gq;Fj;je;ijah;fs; ,iwkf;fSf;F 
mwptpg;G nra;J a+gpyp nfhz;lhLk; jk;gjpapdiu ,t;tpohtpy; gq;Nfw;wpl mDg;gp itf;FkhW 
md;Gld; Nfl;Lf;nfhs;fpNwhk;. 
 

a+gpyp fhyk;: 1992 rdthp - brk;gh; - nts;sp tpoh 
 1967 rdthp - brk;gh; - nghd;tpoh 
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mUs;gzp. ngd;rpfh; Y}rd; 
    ,af;Fdh;> nghJepiyapdh; gzpafk;. 

 

 
3. bitd; nkh;rp jpahd ,y;yk;> ew;nra;jp mwptpg;G kw;Wk; mUq;nfhilg; gzpf;FOf;fs;: 

 

bitd; nkh;rp jpahd ,y;yj;jpy; epfo ,Ug;git 

1. Fzkspf;Fk; Nehd;Gj; jpahdq;fs; 
ekJ jpahd ,y;yj;jpy; xt;nthU tpahof;fpoikAk; fhiy 10 Kjy; gpw;gfy; 3 kzp tiuapy; 
Fzkspf;Fk; Nehd;Gj; jpahdk; eilngWfpwJ. ,jpy; nrgkhiy> ,iwGfo;r;rp> ,iwthHj;ijg; 
gfpHT> xg;GuT mUs;rhjdk;> jpUg;gyp> rhd;W gfHjy;> ,iw ,uf;fj;jpd; etehs; kw;Wk; 
Fzkspf;Fk; ew;fUiz Muhjid Mfpait eilngWfpd;wd. 

 

vz; ehs; nra;jp toq;FgtH 
68 05.10.2017 rNfh. R+rd; nrhpad;> N`hyp bhpdpl;b nrgf;FO 
69 12.10.2017 rNfh. [t`h;> Gdpj A+jh jNjA nrgf;FO 
70 19.10.2017 rNfh. fpuhrpA];> jpUr;rpYitehjH nrgf;FO 
71 26.10.2017 rNfh. vopy; me;Njhzp> Jha rNthpahH nrgf;FO 

 02.11.2017 ,we;j tpRthrpfs; epidT ehs; - jpahdk; ,y;iy 

 
2. bitd; nkHrp; jpahdq;fs; 

vz; ehs; fpoik Neuk; gq;;Nfw;NghH 
61 01.10.2017 QhapW fhiy 09.30-  

khiy 04.00 
Vuy; xj;jhir khjh  

gq;F kf;fs; 
62 07.10.2017 rdp fhiy 09.30-  

khiy 05.00 
Mh;tKs;s midtUk; 

63 08.10.2017 QhapW fhiy 09.30-  
khiy 04.00 

nrgf;FOg; nghWg;ghsHfs;> 
ew;nra;jpg; gzpahsHfs; 

64 15.10.2017 QhapW fhiy 09.30-  
gfy;  01.00 

mUs;gzp. ,uj;jpduh[; mtHfspd; 
FLk;gj;jpdH> cwtpdHfs; 

65 22.10.2017 QhapW fhiy 09.30-  
khiy 04.00 

FLk;gq;fSf;fhd MrpHthj jpahdk; 

66 29.10.2017 QhapW fhiy 09.30-  
khiy 04.00 

mUs;rNfhjhpfs; (Mq;fpyj;jpy;) 

  
3. bitd; nkHrp; CopaHfSf;fhd khjhe;jpuf; $Lif 

vz; ehs; fpoik Neuk; epfo;td 
6 mf;NlhgH 10 nrt;;tha; khiy 04.00-     

06.00 
,iwGfo;r;rp> ghpe;Jiu> 

fye;Jiuahly; 
 

mUs;gzp. FkhHuh[h>  
nrayH> ew;nra;jp mwptpg;G kw;Wk; mUq;nfhilg; gzpf;FOf;fs; 

 



 

19 

 

 
4. Njt mioj;jy; gzpafj;jpypUe;J : 

NkjF. Nuhr; Mz;lif FUkhztH epjp 
22-08-2017 ypUe;J 22-09-2017 tiu 

 
FUklmjpgHtopahf 

 

gq;Ffs; 

 1 fhty;fpzW gq;F (150 FLk;gq;fs;)  26050 
2 J}a Njhikahh; Nfhapy; gq;F J}j;Jf;Fb (92 FLk;gq;fs;) 22900 

3 FU];Guk; gq;F (109 FLk;gq;fs;) 16625 

4 ghj;jpkhefu; gq;F (111 FLk;gq;fs;)     23950 
5 Gdpj kpf;Nfy; mjpJ}jh; Myak;> mz;zhefH> J}b (31 FLk;gq;fs;) 5250 

6 gj;jpehjGuk; gq;F (7 md;gpaq;fs;) 10925 

7 u[fpU\;zGuk; gq;F 6000 

8 tPughz;bad; gl;bdk; gq;F (5 FLk;gq;;fs;) 8000 

9 J}a me;NjhzpahH Nfhapy; gq;F> J}b (Mf];l;> nrg;lk;gh;) 11600 

10 Gdpj rhHy]; Nfhapy; gq;F (6 FLk;gq;fs;) 3650 

11 yad;];lTz; gq;;F (32 FLk;gq;fs; ) 5600 

12 ,uh[ghisak; (14 FLk;gq;fs;) 3000 

13 gioafhay; gq;F (12 FLk;gq;fs; ) 4500 

14 ts;spA+H> ghj;jpkh md;id jpUj;jyk; (2md;gpaq;fs;> 4 FLk;gq;fs;) 5000 

15 j];Netp]; khjh gq;F 850 

16 jUitf;Fsk; 6000 

17 mofg;gGuk; 1000 

18 ,Q;Qhrpahh;Guk; gq;F (4 FLk;gq;fs;) 1400 

19 ,uj;;;;;;;jpdGuk; 1000 

20 J}a A+jh jNjA Mya gq;F 500 

21 ];Nll; ghq;f; fhyzp (Mf];l;> nrg;lk;gh;) 1400 

22 kzg;ghL 1500 

23 tz;lyk;ghL (Nk - nrg;lk;gH) fs;spFsk; gq;F 10500 

24 fj;Njhypf;fg; gs;spfs; 1800 

25 Gdpj ghj;jpkh md;id eLepiyg;gs;sp 1300 

26 jpU ,Uja Nky;epiyg; gs;sp rhj;jhd;Fsk; 3900 
27 J}a myha;rpa]; ngz;fs; Nky;epiyg;gs;sp> J}b (26 MrphpaHfs;) 3400 

28 J}a Njhikahh; nkl;upf; Nky;epiyg;gs;sp 5000 

29 J}a njurhs; eLepiyg; gs;sp> Vuy;; (24 Mrphpah;fs;> 3 FLk;gq;fs;)  3400 

30 fj;Njhypf;f njhlf;fg; gs;sp> ,Q;Qhrpahh;Guk; (9 Mrphpah;fs;) 1500 

31 J}a tsdhh; Nky;epiyg; gs;sp> rhj;jhd;Fsk; 1800 

32 jpU ,Uja njhlf;fg; gs;sp> rhj;jhd;Fsk; 1200 

33 J}a ,Q;QhrpahH Nky;epiyg; gs;sp> J}b (11 Mrphpah;fs;) 1200 

34 J}a me;NjhzpahH Nky;epiyg; gs;sp> kr;rhNlhefH 1000 

35 fj;Njhypf;f njhlf;fg; gs;sp> rpYitg;gl;;b (11 Mrphpah;fs;) 1000 

36 J}a me;Njhzpahh; cah;epiyg;gs;sp> rpYitg;gl;b (2 Mrphpah;fs;) 200 

37 Gdpj rhHy]; eLepiyg; gs;sp 200 

38 md;gh;fs; 4500 

 
                    nkhj;jk; 208600 
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kiwkhtl;l nghUshsH mYtyfk; topahf 

 1 tlf;fd;Fsk; gq;;F 13900 

2 Qhdg;gpufhrpahh; gl;bdk; 2900 

3 md;gh;fs; 500 

4 Kj;ijahGuk; 4800 

 nkhj;jk; 22100 

   

 
rpWkyH FUkl mjpgH topahf 208600 

 
kiwkhtl;l nghUshsH mYtyfk; topahf 22100 

 
nkhj;jk; 230700 

 

mUl;gzp. nkhp]; ypNah> 
mjpgh;> rpWkyh; FUklk; 

 

 
5. Gdpj Y}rpah khw;Wj;jpwdhspfs; kWtho;T ,y;yj;jpypUe;J:  

khw;Wj;jpwdhspfs; Rak;tuk; kw;Wk; epr;rajhHj;j tpoh 

16.09.2017 rdpf;;fpoik fhiy 10 kzpf;F Y}rpah ,y;yj;jpy; khw;Wj;jpwdhspfs; 
Rak;tuk; eilngw;wJ.  Rak;tuj;jpy; 52 khw;Wj;jpwdhspfs; jkpofk; KOtJk; ,Ue;J 
fye;J nfhz;ldH.  mtHfspy; cldbahf fPNo fz;l 4 N[hbfSf;F mUl;jpU. 
uhgpd;];ld; mtHfs; Mrp toq;f mUl;jpU. ehHgHl; jiyikapy; epr;rajhHj;j tpoh 
eilngw;wJ. mUl;jpU. Rtf;fpd; mtHfs; jpUkz cwit gw;wp tpsf;fp $wpdhHfs;. 

M. Nahthd;  - V. jkpo;r;nry;tp 
M. ,uhag;gd; - A. [hd;rpuhzp 
T. n[Nuhd;  - L. nyhNkd;rh 
P. gpufh\;  - G. bnrshpah 

NkYk; %d;W N[hbfs; rpy jpdq;fspy; KbntLg;gjhf $wpdhHfs;. ,jw;fhd 
Vw;ghLfis Y}rpah ,af;FdH mUl;jpU. fpuhrp]; ikf;Nfy; kw;Wk; gzpahsHfs; 
nra;jpUe;jdH. ,e;j N[hbfSf;F brk;gH 13 md;W jpUkz epfo;T eilngWk; vd;gij 
njhptpj;Jf; nfhs;fpNwd;.  
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gzp m. ng. fpuhrp]; ikf;Nfy;>  
,af;FdH> Y}rpah khw;Wj;jpwdhspfs; rq;fk;> J}j;Jf;Fb 

   
 
 

X. IN MEMORIAM: 

 
 

Rev.Fr. Methodius Fernando 

  
Fr. Methodius  -  the man I know 

 I came in contact with him during my visits to the Sacred Heart Hospital, for medical check-

ups. Once he asked me as to which Doctor I consult and himself proposed a Doctor, a cardiologist in 

Tirunelveli for my consultation. Since he found Bus travel a bit discomfortable he requested me to take 

him to Tirunelveli in the van of our center. I readily agreed and thus began our medical tour which 

lasted for the last eight years. Before the van started Fr. Metho will start a prayer the MEMORARE in 

Latin to Our Lady. I used to join the prayer. Sometimes this prayer would be preceded by the Rosary. 

Always Fr. Metho would be clad in his clerical garb – the cassock and red sash so much so that the other 

patients in the Hospital took him for a Bishop and myself the Bishop’s secretary! 

Fr.Metho had a passion for Latin Mass. Once he had an invitation from the Latin Mass lovers in 

Chennai to celebrate a Sunday Mass for them as the usual celebrant of this Mass was otherwise 

engaged. They sent him the to and fro AIR TICKET also. Fr.Metho accepted the invitation and went, 

celebrated the Latin Mass in two places and returned next day. I asked him whether was it not a too 

much of a strain for him. He replied that if he had not gone, the people would miss their Sunday Mass.  

Though Fr. Metho was a lover of Latin Language he was very versatile in Tamil literature also. 

I have heard him reciting from memory many Tamil poems of classical writers. Also he had a fairly 

well working knowledge of French too. 
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On 15
th
 September Friday I called him through a phone call at 9 PM. Sometimes he himself 

would call me to exchange some diocesan news. I asked him how he was doing. He told me that he 

would like to go and visit the Doctor soon. His last words were “Oremus pro invicem” (Let us pray for 

each other). But the good Lord took him to himself on the next day itself, a Saturday-a day dedicated to 

Mother Mary for whom Fr. Metho had a special devotion! 

                                               May his soul nest in peace! 

- Fr. Stephen Gomez 

 
XI. MESSAGE OF HIS HOLINESS FRANCIS FOR WORLD MISSION DAY 2017  

Mission at the heart of the Christian faith 

 Dear Brothers and Sisters, 
 

Once again this year, World Mission Day gathers us around the person of Jesus, “the very first and 

greatest evangelizer” (Paul VI, Evangelii Nuntiandi, 7), who continually sends us forth to proclaim the 

Gospel of the love of God the Father in the power of the Holy Spirit. This Day invites us to reflect anew 

on the mission at the heart of the Christian faith. The Church is missionary by nature; otherwise, she 

would no longer be the Church of Christ, but one group among many others that soon end up serving 

their purpose and passing away. So it is important to ask ourselves certain questions about our Christian 

identity and our responsibility as believers in a world marked by confusion, disappointment and 

frustration, and torn by numerous fratricidal wars that unjustly target the innocent. What is the basis of 

our mission? What is the heart of our mission? What are the essential approaches we need to take in 

carrying out our mission? 

Mission and the transformative power of the Gospel of Christ, the Way, the Truth and the Life 
1. The Church’s mission, directed to all men and women of good will, is based on the transformative 

power of the Gospel. The Gospel is Good News filled with contagious joy, for it contains and offers 

new life: the life of the Risen Christ who, by bestowing his life-giving Spirit, becomes for us the Way, 

the Truth and the Life (cf. Jn 14:6). He is the Way who invites us to follow him with confidence and 

courage. In following Jesus as our Way, we experience Truth and receive his Life, which is fullness of 

communion with God the Father in the power of the Holy Spirit. That life sets us free from every kind 

of selfishness, and is a source of creativity in love. 

2. God the Father desires this existential transformation of his sons and daughters, a transformation that 

finds expression in worship in spirit and truth (cf. Jn 4:23-24), through a life guided by the Holy Spirit 

in imitation of Jesus the Son to the glory of God the Father. “The glory of God is the living man” 

(Irenaeus,  Adversus Haereses IV, 20, 7). The preaching of the Gospel thus becomes a vital and 

effective word that accomplishes what it proclaims (cf. Is 55:10-11): Jesus Christ, who constantly takes 

flesh in every human situation (cf. Jn 1:14). 

Mission and the kairos of Christ 
3. The Church’s mission, then, is not to spread a religious ideology, much less to propose a lofty ethical 

teaching. Many movements throughout the world inspire high ideals or ways to live a meaningful life. 

Through the mission of the Church, Jesus Christ himself continues to evangelize and act; her mission 

thus makes present in history the kairos, the favourable time of salvation. Through the proclamation of 

the Gospel, the risen Jesus becomes our contemporary, so that those who welcome him with faith and 

love can experience the transforming power of his Spirit, who makes humanity and creation fruitful, 

even as the rain does with the earth. “His resurrection is not an event of the past; it contains a vital 

power which has permeated this world. Where all seems to be dead, signs of the resurrection suddenly 

spring up. It is an irresistible force” (Evangelii Gaudium, 276). 

4. Let us never forget that “being Christian is not the result of an ethical choice or a lofty idea, but the 

encounter with an event, a Person, which gives life a new horizon and a decisive direction” (Benedict 

XVI, Deus Caritas Est, 1). The Gospel is a Person who continually offers himself and constantly invites 

those who receive him with humble and religious faith to share his life by an effective participation in 

the paschal mystery of his death and resurrection. Through Baptism, the Gospel becomes a source of 

new life, freed of the dominion of sin, enlightened and transformed by the Holy Spirit. 
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Through Confirmation, it becomes a fortifying anointing that, through the same Spirit, points out new 

ways and strategies for witness and accompaniment. Through the Eucharist, it becomes food for new 

life, a “medicine of immortality” (Ignatius of Antioch, Ad Ephesios, 20, 2). 

5. The world vitally needs the Gospel of Jesus Christ. Through the Church, Christ continues his mission 

as the Good Samaritan, caring for the bleeding wounds of humanity, and as Good Shepherd, constantly 

seeking out those who wander along winding paths that lead nowhere. Thank God, many significant 

experiences continue to testify to the transformative power of the Gospel. I think of the gesture of the 

Dinka student who, at the cost of his own life, protected a student from the enemy Nuer tribe who was 

about to be killed. I think of that Eucharistic celebration in Kitgum, in northern Uganda, where, after 

brutal massacres by a rebel group, a missionary made the people repeat the words of Jesus on the cross: 

“My God, My God, why have you abandoned me?” as an expression of the desperate cry of the brothers 

and sisters of the crucified Lord. For the people, that celebration was an immense source of consolation 

and courage. We can think too of countless testimonies to how the Gospel helps to overcome 

narrowness, conflict, racism, tribalism, and to promote everywhere, and among all, reconciliation, 

fraternity, and sharing. 

Mission inspires a spirituality of constant exodus, pilgrimage, and exile 
6. The Church’s mission is enlivened by a spirituality of constant exodus. We are challenged “to go 

forth from our own comfort zone in order to reach all the peripheries in need of the light of the Gospel” 

(Evangelii Gaudium, 20). The Church’s mission impels us to undertake a constant pilgrimage across the 

various deserts of life, through the different experiences of hunger and thirst for truth and justice. The 

Church’s mission inspires a sense of constant exile, to make us aware, in our thirst for the infinite, that 

we are exiles journeying towards our final home, poised between the “already” and “not yet” of the 

Kingdom of Heaven. 

 

7. Mission reminds the Church that she is not an end unto herself, but a humble instrument and 

mediation of the Kingdom. A self-referential Church, one content with earthly success, is not the 

Church of Christ, his crucified and glorious Body. That is why we should prefer “a Church which is 

bruised, hurting and dirty because it has been out on the streets, rather than a Church which is unhealthy 

from being confined and from clinging to its own security” (ibid., 49). 

Young people, the hope of mission 
8. Young people are the hope of mission. The person of Jesus Christ and the Good News he proclaimed 

continue to attract many young people. They seek ways to put themselves with courage and enthusiasm 

at the service of humanity. “There are many young people who offer their solidarity in the face of the 

evils of the world and engage in various forms of militancy and volunteering... How beautiful it is to see 

that young people are ‘street preachers’, joyfully bringing Jesus to every street, every town square and 

every corner of the earth!” (ibid., 106). The next Ordinary General Assembly of the Synod of Bishops, 

to be held in 2018 on the theme Young People, the Faith and Vocational Discernment, represents a 

providential opportunity to involve young people in the shared missionary responsibility that needs their 

rich imagination and creativity. 

The service of the Pontifical Mission Societies 
9. The Pontifical Mission Societies are a precious means of awakening in every Christian community a 

desire to reach beyond its own confines and security in order to proclaim the Gospel to all. In them, 

thanks to a profound missionary spirituality, nurtured daily, and a constant commitment to raising 

missionary awareness and enthusiasm, young people, adults, families, priests, bishops and men and 

women religious work to develop a missionary heart in everyone. World Mission Day, promoted by the 

Society of the Propagation of the Faith, is a good opportunity for enabling the missionary heart of 

Christian communities to join in prayer, testimony of life and communion of goods, in responding to the 

vast and pressing needs of evangelization. 

Carrying out our mission with Mary, Mother of Evangelization 
10. Dear brothers and sisters, in carrying out our mission, let us draw inspiration from Mary, Mother of 

Evangelization. Moved by the Spirit, she welcomed the Word of life in the depths of her humble faith. 

May the Virgin Mother help us to say our own “yes”, conscious of the urgent need to make the Good 
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News of Jesus resound in our time. May she obtain for us renewed zeal in bringing to everyone the 

Good News of the life that is victorious over death. May she intercede for us so that we can acquire the 

holy audacity needed to discover new ways to bring the gift of salvation to every man and woman. 
 

From the Vatican, 4 June 2017, Solemnity of Pentecost 

XII. NEWS FROM THE CATHOLIC WORLD: 

 5  September 2017: Archbishop Follo: Mother Teresa a Year Ago 

Pope Francis mentioned an extraordinary personal vow made by Mother Teresa, on proclaiming 

her a Saint a year ago. He said: “Throughout her existence, this Saint was a generous dispenser of divine 

mercy, rendering herself available through the reception and defense of human life, life in the maternal 

womb, as well as abandoned and rejected life. 

“She spent herself in the defense of life, in proclaiming ceaselessly that one ‘who is not yet born 

is the most feeble, the smallest, the most miserable.’ She bent down over utterly dejected people, left to 

die on the side of roads, recognizing in them the dignity that God gave them. 

“She made her voice heard by the powerful of the world, so that they would recognize their faults in 

face of crimes – in face of the crimes – of poverty that they themselves created. 

“Mercy was for her the ‘salt’ that gave flavor to each of her works, and the ‘light’ that lit the darkness of 

those who no longer had tears to weep over their poverty and suffering. 

“Her mission in the peripheries of cities and in the existential peripheries endures in our days, as an 

eloquent testimony of God’s closeness to the poor among the poor.” 

In the wake of our Pope, I permit myself to make known two “secrets” in her heart, which 

marked and inspired her relationship with Jesus. The first concerns an extraordinary personal vow, 

which Mother Teresa made in 1942. The second is linked to the source of Mother Teresa’s inspiration to 

serve the poorest of the poor. These two phenomena lead us to appreciate more amply the depth of 

Mother Teresa’s sanctity as well as the pertinence of her example and of her message for our time, 

particularly if they are put in relation to one another. One of Mother Teresa’s phrases that touched me 

most is: “Let no sadness be so strong to the point of making you forget that Christ is resurrected.” 

 

12  September 2017:  Kindnapped Fr. Tom Uzhunnalil Is Rescued, Heads to Rome 

Salesian Fr. Tom Uzhunnalil was freed today, Sept. 12, 2017, after 18 months in captivity, after 

having been kidnapped in March 2016 in Yemen. Following the news, the Vatican released a statement 

saying ‘the Holy See Fervently thanks all those who worked for his release,” and noting, “he will 

remain for a few days in a Salesian community in Rome before going home to India.” On Twitter 

Tuesday, Minister Sushma Swaraj said without giving details that Tom Uzhunnalil had been rescued. 

Father Tom was working as a chaplain at the home in southern Yemen established by Mother 

Teresa’s Missionaries of Charity. In March of last year, he was abducted by militants when they 

attacked the home, claiming the lives of 16, including four nuns. During his captivity, the missionary 

had appealed for the Holy Father and Church to help him, and the Holy Father had also appealed during 

his April 11, 2016 Angelus address for the priest’s release. 

 

14 September 2017: Pope Francis has warned new bishops against rigidity. 

Speaking to over 100 bishops who were appointed during the course of this year and are in 

Rome participating in an annual course of formation for new bishops, at times affectionately referred to 

as ‘Baby Bishop School,’ Francis reminded them to be creative, and to ground themselves in prayer and 

listening to God’s direction. 

He began noting that bishops ought to remember that not through their own merits, but “by pure 

divine benevolence” they are entrusted with testifying the Gospel of the grace of God and ministering 

the Spirit. A central task of being a bishop, Francis reminded them, is offering to “the flock” that 

spiritual and pastoral discernment necessary for it “to reach the knowledge and fulfillment of God’s will 

in which all fullness resides.” 
 

Identifying What Is Pleasing to God Through Prayer 

Highlighting that the Holy Spirit is protagonist of any authentic discernment, the Pope noted that only if 

one is led by God, can one have the title and authority to be proposed a leader of others. “One may teach 

and grow in discernment only if familiar with this inner teacher who, like a compass, offers the criteria 

to distinguish, for himself and for others, the times of God and His grace; to acknowledge His passage 

and the way of His salvation; to indicate concrete means, pleasing to God, to accomplish the good that 
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He predisposes in His mysterious plan of love for each and for all.” This wisdom, the Pope stressed on 

this feast of the Exaltation of the Cross, is the practical wisdom of the Cross. 
 

Prayer Is the Key 

“Discernment is born in the heart and mind of the bishop through his prayer,” Francis said, especially 

“when he puts the people and situations entrusted to him into contact with the Divine Word pronounced 

by the Spirit.” It is in such intimacy, he noted, that the Pastor matures the inner freedom that makes him 

firm in his choices and behavior, both personal and ecclesial. “Only in the silence of prayer can one 

learn the voice of God, perceive the traces of His language, have access to His truth.” The bishop’s 

discernment is always a community action, which requires listening and openness, Francis suggested. 
 

Creative Process 

Discernment, the Pope said, is a remedy for the immobility of “it has always been so” or “let us take 

time.” “It is a creative process that does not just apply schemas. It is an antidote against rigidity, because 

the same solutions are not valid everywhere. “It is always the perennial today of the Risen Lord that 

demands that we do not resign ourselves to the repetition of the past, and have the courage to ask 

ourselves whether the proposals of yesterday are still evangelically valid,” Francis said, adding: “Do not 

let yourselves be imprisoned by the nostalgia of having only one answer to apply in all cases.” 

God, Pope Francis told the bishops, was already present in their dioceses when they arrived and will still 

be there when they are gone. In the end, the Pontiff said, “we will all be measured not by counting our 

works but on the growth of God’s work in the heart of the flock that we keep.” 
 

True Discernment 

True discernment, though definitive in every step, is an always open and necessary process that can be 

completed and enriched. An essential condition for progressing in discernment is to educate ourselves in 

the patience of God and His times, which are never ours. 

“I beg you to keep scrupulously before your eyes Jesus and the mission that was not His but of His 

Father, and to offer to the people – confused and lost today, just as they were yesterday – what He was 

able to give: the chance to encounter God personally, to choose His way and to progress in His love.” 

Pope Francis concluded reminding them to keep their gaze fixed on the Lord today, the Feast of the 

Holy Cross. 

 

20 September 2017: Inter-religious Dialogue: Secretary General of the World Islamic League in the Vatican 

Pope Francis received the Secretary General of the World Islamic League (LIM), Muhammad 

al-Issa, at the Vatican, at 9 am on September 20, 2017, before the Holy Father’s Wednesday general 

audience of Wednesday. 

The audience was attended by, among others, the President of the Pontifical Council for 

Interreligious Dialogue, French Cardinal Jean-Louis Tauran; and Bishop Miguel Ángel Ayuso Guixot, 

number two of this dicastery; the Pope’s private secretary Francois, Msgr. Yoannis Lahzi Gaid; and 

interpreters. The LIM stated its willingness to promote the fight against terrorism. The audience, which 

was also the occasion of an exchange of gifts, did not this evening the subject of a specific communiqué 

of the Vatican. 

 

22 September 2017: Catholic Education: “Educating to Fraternal Humanism” 

A press conference was held September 22, 2017 in the Holy See Press Office to present the Pontifical 

Foundation Gravissimum educationis, instituted by chirograph of the Pope Francis on October 28, 2015, 

and the document “Educating to fraternal humanism. Building a ‘civilization of love’ 50 years 

after Populorum progressio”, which contains the guidelines for education in fraternal humanism. 

The document will be sent to all the episcopal conferences, to be transmitted to the 215,000 Catholic 

schools and 1,760 Catholic universities in the different continents. 

The speakers were: His Eminence Cardinal Giuseppe Versaldi, prefect of the Congregation for Catholic 

Education; H.E. Msgr. Angelo Vincenzo Zani, secretary of the same dicastery; and Msgr. Guy-Réal 

Thivierge, secretary general of the Foundation Gravissimum educationis. 

 

***************** 


