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Message from the Secretary, CBCI Office for Tribal Affairs
Johar! Greetings and Best Wishes of New Year 2018!
It is never too Late for any good work, as the saying goes! The CBCI Office for Tribal Affairs, initiated in 2017, is determined to
render its services among the downtrodden namely the Adivasi/ Indigenous Peoples/ popularly called as tribals who are on the
Mountains, in the Forests and in the villages, also having displaced by the modern economic development system are in the
slums of the towns and cities of the Country in search of their livelihood. One will find Adivasis both in the rural villages and in
the metropolitan cities.
The Indigenous peoples’ have their own social fabric of Self Governance, Self sustaining Economic and the Community based
Judicial and democracy system since centuries. Unfortunately the present political, economic development systems are
imposed upon them and they are facing the brunt of new Colonialism and slavery. The Tribal situation is worsening in terms of
Human rights, dignity, and equity as their resources e.g land; forest and water are being snatched away by the states and
corporate world.
At such junction, the CBCI Office for Tribal Affairs comes forward to work with the Indigenous Peoples. Although it poses a huge
challenge, we are positive with the zeal and enthusiasm of the spirit of the New Year 2018, which gives us the courage to take
the plunge forward. Jai Pal Singh Munda, one of the legendary figure and the member of Constituency Assembly in 1946 among
the Adivasis said-“ we are going to start a new chapter, a new chapter of Independent India where there is equality of
opportunity, where no one would be neglected”. It fits exactly into the UN Envisioned Goals of 2030 the ‘Sustainable
Development Goals’ (SDGs) after 69 Years of Adivasi vision!
The Grand Cultural gathering of Indigenous peoples is planned at Raj Pipla in Gujarat on 13th to 15th January 2018, where
300000 participants are expected. The deliberations, sharing of life, expressions of their socio- cultural activities and planning
will give a new direction in the Adivasi/ tribal Society in India. The Indigenous leaders and Organizers of the event are clear
that their Socio- Culture and traditions, their democracy, Self Determination and humanness together with the Constitutional
Provisions and International Declarations could rebuild and lead, not only their own Indigenous Communities, but to the
human society at large in the world.
Let the New Year 2018 brings each and every human person Joy, Prosperity and abundant blessings!
CBCI Office for Tribal Affairs
New Delhi, India

Celebration of International Indigenous Peoples’ Day

Commemorating the 10th Vishwa Adivasi Diwas (International Day of Indigenous
Peoples), on Wednesday, 9th August 2017, the Catholic Bishops’ Conference of
India (CBCI), New Delhi and CBCI Office for Tribal Affairs jointly organized a
conference in the CBCI Center, New Delhi on the theme: The Sustainable
Development Goals and UN Declaration on the Rights of the Indigenous Peoples’
in the Indian context.
With the support of demographic and socio- economic data of the tribal of the
country, the conference deliberated on the various issues affecting the
Adivasi/Tribal communities of India including abject poverty, lack of education,
healthcare and transportation facilities and opportunities for skill development,
difficulties faced in accessing different Government schemes and entitlements.
“The provision of different Tribal Development Plans and Schemes have not been
adequately implemented in India and the tribal communities by the large remain
excluded from the mainstream society”, lamented Adv. Father Nicholas Barla, the
secretary of CBCI Commission for the Tribal Affairs who belongs to the Oraon
Tribal community of Odisha. “ Leave no one from the development agenda of the
country” said Adv. Barla as he stressed on the “strategy of social and economic
inclusion for the integrated development of the tribals of the country.
‘The Catholic Church believes firmly in working for the development of the poor
and the marginalized without any self interest because Jesus has taught us to
serve them”, stated Reverend Bishop Theodore Masarenhas, SFX, Secretary
General, Catholic Bishops’ Conference of India, Quoting relevant statistics, he
pointed out how Adivasis the original inhabitants of our land remain deprived
and marginalized. “ Protecting the identity of the tribals at all cost and ensuring

their development is the need of the hour,” he further stated. “ The Church in
India wants to work with the Government, the United Nations, other
International, National, and other local organizations and institutions in
protecting and preserving the identity of the tribal communities of India and in
ensuring the integrated development”, further stated Bishop Theodore.
Dr. Ajmera Sitaram Naik, Member of Parliament from Telengana advocated the
need for Parliament and Governors to implement tribal laws and along with
Naba Kumar Sarania, Member of Parliament from Assam promised all help to the
CBCI in working for the development of the tribals. Prof. Sona Jhariya Minj of
Jawaharlal Nehru University, Delhi, Ms. Ranu Kayastha Bhogal, Director_ Policy
Research and Campaigns, Oxfam, India, Mr. Vincent Darlong of IFAD, besides
other scholars , researchers and social workers attended the meeting. Fr
Frederick D’Souza, Executive Director of Caritas India, summed up the
deliberations of the Conference and Mr. Abhay Xaxa proposed the vote of thanks.

Discussion on Universal Periodic Review
A discussion on Universal Periodic Review, Henceforth UPR was organized by
Catholic Bishops’ Conference, Delhi with CBCI Office of Tribal Affairs on the 6th of
September 2017. Mr. Henry Tiphagne, A renowned Human Rights activist and a
recipient of Amnesty International Human Rights Award 2016, Founder of
Peoples’ Watch and Convener, Working Group on Human Rights (WGHR) and his
colleague was gracious enough to come and share about UPR and how Civil
Society can make use of the mechanism to advocate for Human Rights. He also
shared how WGHR and other organizations have been advocating for rights of
the minorities through this mechanism. He iterated on the enormous role civil
society could play in advocating for Human Rights, Especially for the minorities.
An attendance of about 30 representatives of priests and nuns from different
organisations participated in the interactive discussion and also posed a lot of
queries, which the facilitator clarified using real examples and also that suits the
needs of the participants.

CBCI Office for Tribal Affairs Core Committee Meeting
A meeting of the Core committee
members of CBCI Office for Tribal
Affairs was conducted on the 21st of
August, 2017 in the CBCI office, New
Delhi. A core Committee of CBCI office
for tribal Affairs comprising of most
Rev. Bishop Vincent Barwa, Chairman,
Most Rev. Paul Toppo, Member, Most
Rev. Michael Akasius Toppo, Member,
Most Rev. Theodore Mascarenhas, SFX,
General Secretary CBCI Office, Fr.

Nicholas Barla, SVD, Secretary CBCI Office for Tribal Affairs and Dr. John Dayal as
an external observer were present in the meeting. The Meeting was organized
with the intention of having an in-depth discussion on the issues of the tribals in
the country and how the church can take the lead in these issues, for their
upliftment, dignity and equity. With the growing imposed saffronisation on the
tribals, it is only very important that we organize the tribals from all over the
country and work towards claiming the rights and dignity, which have been
taken away from the tribals. This meeting is a very important to discern and
prepare a roadmap for the CBCI Tribal Affairs Office.
The team then met His Excellency
Most. Rev. Giambattista Diquattro,
Apostolic Nuncio in India and
submitted Indigenous peoples
concerns and issues in India and
discussed CBCI Office for Tribal
Affairs Plan to engage with the
tribals in India.

Celebration of Karam Festival
On 17th September 2017, CBCI Office for Tribal Affairs jointly organized Karam
with multiple adivasi organisations to preserve, promote and celebrate the
traditional feast of tribals. The Karam festival is a festival of agriculture and is
very sacred to the tribal people of, Jharkhand, Madhya Pradesh, Chhattisgarh,
Bihar and Assam. Tribal groups like Baiga, Oraon, Binjhwari, Munda,
Majhwar, Ho, Khortha, Korba and many more tribal communities celebrate
this festival in the lunar month of Bhadrapada. It is held on the 11th day of
Purnima of Bhado that generally falls in the month of SeptemberOctober.Karam is a festival of sisterhood, friendship, and cultural unity. The
festival also has a close link to nature. Tribes worship trees during this festival
as they are a source of livelihood, and they pray to mother nature to keep their
farmlands green and ensure a rich harvest. It is believed that the worship for
good germination increases the fertility of grain crops. Karam/Karma
Devta/Karam Deviis (the God of power, youth and youthfulness) is worshiped
during the festival. The devotees keep a day-long fast and worship the
branches of karam/kadam and sal. Girls celebrate the festival for welfare,
friendship and sisterhood by exchanging a jawa flower.
These celebrations are important to observe to promote and preserve the good
aspects of culture and tradition, language, dance, etc. It is good to see that
youths in urban cities are taking initiatives to organize and celebrate these
festivals with so much pride in their own culture and traditions.

Observation of UN Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous
Peoples (Adivasi Adhikar Ghosna Divas Samaroh in Nagpur)

To mark the 11th year of the UN Declaration on the Rights of the Indigenous
peoples, a large gathering of about 3000 to 4000 people got together from 10
states of India on the 13th September 2017 at Nagpur. It was organized by the “
Tribal Coordination front, India” under the Chairperson of Ms. Mamta Kujur of
Chhattisgarh. Prof. Felix Padel a renowned Anthropologist and great great
grandson of Charles Darwin was invited as the Chief guest. In his address to the
community, he emphasized on the symbiotic relationship of the tribals and
nature. The world needs to learn the values, culture and traditions of the tribals,
he said stressing on the importance of preservation of language, tradition and
culture.
Some of the important points that came up in the discussion was about the
importance of implementation of acts and Laws meant for the tribals. Mr. Phagan
Singh kulaste Member of Parliament and Ex. Minister from Madhya Pradesh, Mr.
Mahendra Malviya MLA and Ex Minister from Rajasthan categorically called for
the unity of the tribals in India.
Ms. Kusum Tai proposed vote of thanks to the gathering. Mr. Kharte and Dr.
Shantikar Vasava wonderfully managed the gathering.

International Meeting on Mining in Udaipur, Rajasthan

An international meeting on mining was held in Udaipur, Rajasthan from 6th to
10th December, 2017. The main purpose and focus of the meeting were;
Ø Understanding and identifying gendered impacts of mining
Ø Creating an opportunity for Women Human Rights Defenders ( WHRDs)
to share recent trends and dynamics in the politics of extractives
Ø Developing a framework for community monitoring tools and Actions on
Women’s Rights vis-à-vis Extractives
Ø Exploring Collective National and Regional Opportunities for
strengthening the leadership of women and the role of WHRDs in
campaigns related to extractives.

The programme had several interactive sessions facilitated by many experts
from world over on extractive industries with focus on the main points stated
above. Field visits were also made to understand the context better and to have a
first hand experience of interaction with the people affected by extractive
industries. The meeting also came out with future strategy document for
community action and community tools.

Tribals Towards Unity, Equity and Sustainable Development
with Human Rights Approaches
A National Conference on the theme ‘Tribals Towards Unity, Equity and
Sustainable Development with Human Rights Approaches’ was organized by
the CBCI Office for Tribal Affairs in collaboration with the Department of Tribal
Studies, Indian Social Institute, Delhi on the 30th and 31st of October, 2017. The
conference was attended by representatives from about 40 dioceses across India
to deliberate on the strategies to bring forth tribal development, which will be
sustainable, forge unity and equity and also base on Human Rights approaches.

This conference was organized with the intention of bringing the tribal
communities across India together on the same platform through CBCI Office for
Tribal Affairs, as the need was felt in a time when tribals face systemic
discrimination and exclusion from political and economic power. They continue
to be the poorest, the illiterate, the destitute; they are displaced by extracting
resources and environmental disasters; are dispossessed of their ancestral lands
and deprived of their resources for survival, both physical and cultural ways.
They are even robbed of their very right to life. It is therefore critical and urgent
that the dignity, rights and needs of tribals/ Indigenous peoples are discussed
and addressed in the priority basis.

The conference was facilitated
by various eminent persons
including Prof. Virginius Xaxa,
Archbishop Anil Couto, Most
Rev.
Bishop
Theodore
Mascarenhas, and Secretaries of
CBCI offices, Director of Caritas,
Fr Ranjit Tigga etc. They steered
the discussions with their
expertise and tried to make it as
interactive as possible. Sessions
were also focused on coming up
with action plans for each
diocese, with guidelines from
CBCI office for tribal office.

Visit to Tribals By Secretary, CBCI Office for Tribal Affairs in
Andhra Pradesh and Telengana

Most Rev. Anthony Poola, the Chairman, Office for Tribal Affairs for both Andra
Pradesh and Telengana had visited to CBCI Centre and met Fr.Nicholas Barla
Secretary, CBCI Office for Tribal Affairs in the month of August 2017. He took the
initiative and invited the secretary to visit Telengana and Andra Pradesh to meet
with the tribal communities. The Bishop arranged all financial expenses during
the visit and also sent Fr. Sudhakar, Director of the Kurnool Diocesan Social
Service Society along with Fr. Nicholas who coordinated with other dioceses
Vishkhapatanam, Srikakulam, Khammam DSSS to make the visit to the tribal
villages possible.

Few observations were made during the visit to the tribal villages and through
the interaction with the tribals.
1. Since centuries the tribals are living on Araku Valley. The Araku Valley is
a neglected hilly areas. The government and the NGOs need to work
together for the development of the Tribals.
2. There is need for empowerment and organizing the tribals of Araku
Valley and in other tribal areas.
3. The basic needs e.g there is need for schools, dispensary, road and
communication, SHGs and livelihood activities in the areas.
4. The leadership, organization and skill development are the need of the
areas among the tribals.
5. Training on the Land Rights, Forest Right, PESA Act, Fifth schedule of the
Constitution, and on Governance in Scheduled Areas are need.
The visit was very enriching and charted out various ways in which we can work
together.

Celebration of Birsa Munda Jayanti

In commemoration of Birsa Munda Jayanti and the creation of Jharkhand state, a
gathering was organized in Jharkhand House on the 15th of November 2017.
Birsa Munda, freedom fighter in British era, is remembered for bringing a tribal
revolution in India. He was born on November 15, 1875 and his birthday is
celebrated as Birsa Munda Jayanti. It also coincides with the creation of the
Jharkhand state, after a long struggle with a vision of a tribal state. The
celebration paid respect to ‘Bhagwan Birsa Munda’ and disccusions was held
around the issues of preservation of tribal culture, identity and development
based on tribal peoples perspectives.

Odisha State Level Tribal Leaders Training Programme
(Training on Forest Rights Act)
A Training Programme was
organized for the tribal leaders in
Bhubaneswar, Odisha on 11th and
12th October 2017 and in Rourkela
on 23rd and 24th October 2017. The
training was focused on Forest
Right’s Act and how the tribal
peoples can make use of the Act to
our own benefit. The need was felt
for the people to know their rights
chartered in the constitution of
India and the policies, schemes and
Acts.
To demand our rights our people
needs to be made aware of all of
these rights and responsibilities. It was felt important to build leaders from our
own community who are conscious of their rights enshrined in the Constitution,
Laws and Policies, so that they will be empowered to lead the community
towards a better life situation for the tribals. More than 70 participants attended
the training programme.
Awareness about FRA along with PESA Act, Land Rights, 5th and 6th schedule etc
were discussed and strategies were discussed on how to bring this awareness
closer to our people.

Perspective Building and Training on Tribals in Ranchi
First Regional meeting organized
by CBCI Office for Tribal Affairs was
conducted in Ranchi on the 9th and
10th of November, 2017. The
numbers of participants were about
70 people including 14 Bishops,
Cardinals, Major Superiors, Priest
and nuns from 5 states. The content
of the training was on 5th and 6th
schedule, PESA Act, FRA Act, Land
Rights, Building leadership and
empowerment.
Some of the outcomes of the
meeting were to form and
Strengthen Gram Sabhas in tribal
hamlets and villages. Further training was decided to be conducted at the Parish

level and village level. The importance of building leadership from our own
community and to empower them with knowledge and skills was discussed.

National Lawyers Forum, Annual Conference, 2017
An annual conference of National Lawyers Forum was held 23rd to 25th
November 2017, where CBCI Office for Tribal Affairs Secretary also attended.
The meeting saw attendance of various important people in the judiciary
including Chief Justice of India, Retired Justice, Vice Chairman of Minorities
forum, IPS officers and number of advocates practicing across India.
The discussion centered around bringing out clear and concise aims and
objectives of the forum, future strategies of the forum etc. visit was also made to
the parliament and supreme court and informal interactive session was held in
the supreme court.
It was decided that a Group of Lawyers would be formed in each state where
they will chart out their own aims and objectives and strategies in the local
context. National Level meet to be organized in the next year and an adhoc
committee was formed led by PD Mathew and Sister Julie, who will oversee the
organizing of the next programme.

Preparatory meeting in Raj Pipla, Gujarat
Secretary of CBCI office for Tribal Affairs attended the preparatory meeting for
the tribal conference to be held in mid-January, 2018. The meeting was held in
Ras Pipla, where many tribal leaders got together to deliberate on the planning
of the conference. Here are the major outcomes of the meeting;
Ø The date for the tribal gathering was decided on 13th to 15th January, 2018
Ø Responsibilities were divided
Ø The meeting to be attended by about 3000 national and international
deligates and preparation are to be made for the same
Adivasi Ekta Parishad, a national forum of the tribals in India and Tribal
Coordination Front, did the coordination of this meeting.

Annual General Body Meeting of Workers India Federation
An Annual General Body meeting of
Workers India Federation (WIF)
was held from the 8th to 10th
December, 2017 at Sadbhavana,
SVD House, New Delhi. An intensive
discussion was organized around
tribal
migrant
construction
workers, Decent work Decent life,
legialations related to migrant

workers, contemporary socio-economic situations and implications on migrant
workers, Labour Law reforms and implications on unorganized workers,
minority rights in India, National and regional Labour Movements and discussion
on how advocacy and lobbying for the protection of Labour Rights can be done
etc. The discussion of two days came out with a plan of action in the coming
years and strategies for lobbying and advocacy.

Meeting with the Youths in Patna

A meet of Federation of Adivasi students from Bihar, Jharkhand, Chhattisgarh,
Madhya Pradesh and Gujarat was organized on 21st and 22nd October 2017.
The focus of the meeting was two fold; to impart career guidance and also to
discuss indigenous peoples concerns and issues at social, political, economic and
cultural premises. The objective of the meeting was to build careers and also to
inculcate in the youths the situation of tribals in India, so that they can reflect
and initiate/ engage on tribal concerns.

Domestic Workers Animators Meet
CBCI Office for Tribal Affairs to
bring together and to push forward
the movement for more regulation
and social security organized a
meeting with the animators on
Domestic Workers. It is a wellknown fact that the majority of
domestic workers are tribals from
different parts of the country and
has settled in urban centers with no
regulation and social security.

It is in this context that CBCI office for tribal for Tribal Affairs is putting its effort
to support the domestic workers movement in their demands for a life of dignity.

Meeting with the Ministry of Tribal Affairs, Government of India

On 4th Jan Evening: New Year 2018 Starts with discussion on Minor Forest
produce and tribal Development with Ministry of Tribal Affairs, Government of
India together with CBCI Office for Tribal Affairs.
From Left to Right –
Dr. Ramya Patel (Economist on Forest Produce, Delhi), Ms. Anusuiya Uike (Vice Chairperson,
National Commission for Scheduled Tribes), Mr. Jual Oram ( Honorable Minister, Ministry of Tribal
Affairs,), Mr. Nand Kumar Sai (Chairman, National Commission for Scheduled Tribes), Government
of India, Prof. Satya Narayan Naik (IIT, Delhi), Fr. Nicholas Barla ( Secretary, CBCI Office for tribal
Affairs), Mr. Sunil Jojo ( Social Activists, Sundargarh), Philmon Minz (Amlikhaman Sambalpur)
Odisha.

The Secretary of CBCI, Office for Tribal Affairs met with the Ministry of Tribal
Affairs, Government of India to discuss the issues related to the Indigenous
peoples of India, particularly to discuss Minor Forest Produce (MFP). The
Secretary, Nicholas Barla extended wishes of joyous and prosperous New Year,
2018 in the meeting where He brought together Chairman and vice Chairman of
National Commission for Schedule
Tribes, GOI and Honorable Minister
Mr. Jual Oram, together with Prof.
Satya Narayan Naik, IIT Delhi, Dr.
Ramaya Patel, Social Activist, Sunil
Jojo and Philimon Minj from Orissa.
There are over 18000 forest produce
available in the forest in India like
mahua, Chironji, imli, amla etc,
especially in the states of Jharkhand,

Chattisgarh and Orissa. Prof. S.N Naik, IIT Delhi has scientifically analysed and
developed different products using these MPF as raw materials. He presented
these products like Syrup, cake, biscuits and chocolates to the members
presented in the meeting for them to taste the products. There was a huge
appreciation for the products and Honorable minister Jual Oram asked the group
to immediately propose the project in three places namely Jharkhand
Chhattisgarh and Orissa on pilot basis.
Responsibilities were assigned to professor SN Naik for technical details, for
ground study to Ramaiya Patel and MR Sunil Jojo and to Father Nicholas Barla
for coordination and finalization of the project and to submit it immediately to
the Ministry of Tribal Affairs.

Skill Development Training for Domestic Workers
The Adivasis/Tribals are affected with neo-economic policies of liberalization,
privatization and globalization due to extractive industries. Many tribals of the
country are forced to displace from their land forest and resources. Many lost
their livelihood and for such victims of development there is no other way than
to migrate to metropolitan cities and urban centers of the country, to perform
menial work. These labour forces are unorganized and have to live in precarious
condition. There are thousands of such tribals/adivasis who are in Delhi
metropolitan city, who are mostly illiterate, poor and unskilled. They often are
exploited in different ways, as there is no law that protects their rights.

Right to Left;Mr. Kuldeep Trainer (PRAYASH), Rev.Fr. Jeera Sebastian SJ (Provincial Superior, Delhi Jesuit
Province), Fr. Nicholas Barla SVD, Secretary, CBCI Office for Tribal Affairs, Ms. Sreeja (Domestic
Wokers Sector Skill Council, Govt. of India), Ms. Poonam Trainer (PRAYASH) with Domestic workers
at St. Xavier’s School, 4 Raj Niwas Marg,New Delhi.

The CBCI office for Tribal Affairs, together with Jesuits of Delhi Province, Sisters
from different congregations and different like-minded NGOs and individuals
came together and decided to work for the betterment of the Domestic workers
in particular.
Rev Father Jeera Sabastian, the provincial superior of Delhi Jesuit Province
kindly has agreed to give space for the domestic workers for training and other
activities. On 7th of January 2018, a conglomeration of different offices began a
certificate-training programme with 30 domestic workers, on skill development
through Domestic Worker Sector Skill Council, National Skill Development
Corporation, Skill India, An initiative of the Government of India, with a vision for
‘ transforming the skill landscape’. While encouraging the domestic workers,
Rev. Father Jeera, began by saying that ‘ all human are equal and all human have
dignity’ and they deserve respect and due recognition for their work in domestic
work. He assured that the Society of Jesus, will make available every facilities for
domestic workers, for any training, meetings etc.
Ms. Shreeja Dev from Skill India said, ‘Without domestic workers, no house with
run, so domestic work is as important as office work, and therefore government
of India has come up with Prime Minister Kaushal Vikas Yojna, to upgrade the
skills for the domestic workers, so that they are also equally skilled as any other
profession, and that due payment be given to them for their services. She said in
the beginning, training on general house keeper and cooking will be given to all
the domestic workers.
Ms. Poonam from Prayas, an NGO imparting training to the domestic worker
explained how the domestic workers have the right of protection from any other
hazardous situation and that safety and security measure be available within
their reach. She further said that after the training of 16 hours the participants
will be given a safety kit from the department.
Mr. Kuldeep from Prayas explained different schemes of the government like
insurance, opening of passbook and placement and how to avail these services.
Sister Sophia, sister Rajbala, Fr. Anil Minj SJ etc were also present in the meeting
and encouraged the domestic workers.
Father Nicholas Barla Coordinated with the Government Departments and
different NGOS to come together for upliftment of the Domestic Workers.

Let us join together in development of the country with
renewed zeal, energy and commitment towards tribals.

Wishes for a Joyous, Healthy and
Prosperous New Year 2018

With Warm Regards,
CBCI Office for Tribal Affairs
Most Rev. Vincent Barwa( Simdega, Jharkhand)
Most Rev. Paul Toppo ( Raigarh, Chattisgarh)
Most Rev. Michael Akkasius Toppo (Tezpur Assam)
Rev. Fr. Nicholas Barla, Secretary CBCI Office for Tribal Affairs, New Delhi

Thank You

