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The Pastor Speaks …..

Living on the Promises of God!
The life journey continues for all of us in spite
of, and not because of, many unfulfilled
aspirations and unrealized plans we had for the
year. We know that “time and tide” waits for none!
We just cannot stop but keep moving forward
on the journey. “Hope” and “optimism” keep lingering somewhere
deep down within our human hearts and minds that keep prompting
us to keep saying, “well, there is a better tomorrow coming!” This
hope gives us the humans the exigency, energy and enthusiasm
to persevere in our efforts though the fact remains, namely, we
could not achieve or accomplish or we did not get what we wanted
to get the expected results or fruits for our labor! For us Christians,
the season of Advent and the great Feast of Christmas, and the
commencement of the New Year, 2019 motivate us and make us
once again to look forward with hope. This is what we wish for one
another at Christmas, grace and blessing in the “Incarnate Son of
God and good fortunes in the New Year!
1. Strive for meeting needs life: Waiting in hope for things to
happen without plans and efforts is not the normal human way.
With God given intelligence and the resources within one’s reach,
along with the help of the opportunities at hand, one has to
positively strive to put in all the necessary efforts. Of course, in
engaging oneself in this way, one has to believe and hope that
there will be the fruit of one’s efforts. Those who have faith in God
will believe in the Divine Providence, God will bless his/her efforts,
bringing success to the work his/her hands. There are no easy
substitutes for taking initiatives and for hard work. Even here, hope
in the expected outcome is at work. Visualizing a better tomorrow
and working for the realization of the same with the assistance of
God and other human beings means living in hope and optimism.
In Advent season and at Christmas God invites us with the
assurance of newness of life in the Incarnate Son of God. In these
days, we the believers in Jesus should see two things: 1) This God
has been with us in the past and that made a difference in our life,
in all our endeavors of the day to day to life; when God is with us,
who can be against us? 2) Our God is promising to come to visit
us again in the Advent and Christmas Seasons to bless us and to
strengthen us with his grace in the future journey of life!
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2. The immediate and ultimate goal of life: Setting on a journey
will imply that there is the place where it begins and there is place
at which the journey ends. Life journey is also in the same way
keeps moving forward towards the end, the ultimate end. For a
Christian, the journey of life is intrinsically and essentially connected
with God, the creator and sustainer of life, body and spirit. At the
end of journey on earth (bodily state of existence), life will continue
with God and in God! Between the two points of the life’s journey,
the manner of understanding and living one’s life is in God and in
what he keeps revealing in and through his Word. Both the season
of Advent and the joyful celebration of the great feast of Christmas
have to be seen as fresh opportunities to understand life in God
and for the renewal of one’s commitment to what God wants the
believer to understand life and live accordingly. The immediate
goal of life to be pursued is to be committed to live in obedience to
the commandments and directions coming from God. This will mean
that there are some fundamental values and principles that should
regulate the journey of life. In addition to what was given before
the coming of Jesus Christ, life and teachings of this Incarnate
Son of God will have to guide the journey of a believer in Jesus
Christ! This will ensure that one is on the way to the ultimate goal
of the journey, namely, reaching where God is!
3. Unlike the promises from the rulers of the world: Hope and
optimism are also related on the credibility of the one who makes
promises. Even if the credibility of a person is not fully guaranteed,
we tend to give it a chance, saying, he or she will keep the promises
made. We know that human are liable and fail and yet we tend to
trust people; we wait in hope! In these days of election campaign
we hear every political leader and chiefs every political party
mouthing loud and clear a number of promises about a variety of
matters. We can be saying, can they do or give all these things?
Elections will be over and candidates win but about the promises
made only time can tell! With God’s promises, it is different. Our
faith and our experience of the Divine Providence enable us to be
more certain and assured regarding the promises of God. He
blesses and gives what we hope for, both for our bodily and for
our spiritual needs here in this world. He will fulfill the promise of
“eternal life,” “a new heaven” and “a new earth!” Certainty about
this faith and hope in the promises of God comes, we know, from
our faith in “Our Lord Jesus Christ, Son of God made human being,
who lived, died and rose from the dead, and ascended to the
Father!” Christian hope is solidly founded on the Lord, the Victorious
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one! Where he ascended after he died and rose from the dead
there we too will reach!
4. In the Advent season and at Christmas we turn again to this
Lord in whom we have been receiving grace upon grace, blessing
upon blessing! Individually and along with the whole humanity we
want to experience again joy in contemplating the great mystery,
“God becoming flesh and dwelling among us” and “dwells in our
midst in this our world.” In Him we have hope of reaching the ultimate
goal of life! We want to rejoice over the ever refreshing Good News:
“God continues to love us and our world!” He comes “to visit us
like the dawn from on high” and “will give light to those in
darkness, those who dwell in the shadow of death, and guide
us into the way of (eternal!) peace” (Lk 1:78-79). We who are
on journey as pilgrims should see him, receive him and get his
blessings! Advent should prepare us and Christmas should fill with
renewed joy!
(1Cor 15: 45- 58) 45. Thus it is written, “The first man, Adam, became
a living being”; the last Adam became a life-giving spirit. 46 But it is not
the spiritual that is first, but the physical, and then the spiritual. 47 The
first man was from the earth, a man of dust; the second man is[a] from
heaven. 48 As was the man of dust, so are those who are of the dust;
and as is the man of heaven, so are those who are of heaven. 49 Just as
we have borne the image of the man of dust, we will[b] also bear the
image of the man of heaven. 50 What I am saying, brothers and
sisters,[c] is this: flesh and blood cannot inherit the kingdom of God,
nor does the perishable inherit the imperishable. 51 Listen, I will tell you
a mystery! We will not all die,[d] but we will all be changed, 52 in a
moment, in the twinkling of an eye, at the last trumpet. For the trumpet
will sound, and the dead will be raised imperishable, and we will be
changed. 53 For this perishable body must put on imperishability, and
this mortal body must put on immortality. 54 When this perishable body
puts on imperishability, and this mortal body puts on immortality, then
the saying that is written will be fulfilled: “Death has been swallowed up
in victory.” 55 “Where, O death, is your victory? Where, O death, is your
sting?” 56 The sting of death is sin, and the power of sin is the law. 57
But thanks be to God, who gives us the victory through our Lord Jesus
Christ. 58 Therefore, my beloved,[e] be steadfast, immovable, always
excelling in the work of the Lord, because you know that in the Lord your
labor is not in vain.
† Prakash Mallavarapu
Archbishop of Visakhapatnam
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ENGAGEMENTS
December 2018
02nd
04th
05th
08th
09th
10th
11th
12th
13th
16th
18th
19th
20th
22nd
23rd
24th
25th
27th
28th
30th
31st

Legion of Mary Members Gathering at Pastoral Center, at 9.00 a.m. onwards
Final Profession, St. Ann’s of Luzern, Mass at 4.30 p.m.
TCBC meeting, Hyderabad
Feast Day Mass at Ross Hill, at 7.30 a.m.
Confirmations, Mandapeta Parish, Mass at 8.30 a.m.
Blessing of New Parish Church, Manapuram, at 10.30 a.m.
Recollection for the Clergy, at Pastoral Center, Maharanipeta, at 9.30 a.m.
SMI Sisters, Samalkota, Mass at 10.00 a.m.
Blessing of Divine Mercy Church, Ramachandrapuram, at 10.00 a.m.
Vizag Urban Youth Christmas Gathering, Pastoral Center, at 4.00 p.m.
Christmas Gathering of Medical Personnel, Pastoral Center, at 11.30 a.m.
Teachers’ Christmas Gathering, Pastoral Center, at 5.00 p.m.
School Day of Port Catholic School, Soldier Peta, at 5.30 p.m.
Divyavani Christmas Prema Vindu, Kristu Jayanthi E.M. School, at 5.30 p.m.
CRI Christmas Gathering at Pastoral Center, 5.00 p.m.
Vigil of the Nativity of the Lord, Gnanapuram Parish, Mass at 11.30 p.m.
Christmas, Solemnity, Maharanipeta, Mass at 7.00 a.m.
Visit to Hyderabad
Religious Profession, Adoration Monastery, Mass at 10.30 a.m.
Feast of Holy Family , Vadlapudi Parish, Mass at 5.30 p.m.
Midnight Mass at Waltier R.S. Parish, at 11.00 p.m.

January 2019
01st Mary Mother of God ,Solemnity, Sithammadhara Parish, Mass at 7.00 a.m.
05th Silver Jubilee Celebration of Gloria E.M. School, Rajeev Nagar, at 4.30 p.m.
08th – 14th CCBI Standing Committee Meeting, Bangalore
14th Sithammadhara Parish Feast Day, Mass at 5.30 p.m.
17th TOR Bro. Prasad’s Ordination, Mandapeta Parish, at 10.00 a.m.
18th Holy Spirit Congregation Bro. Francis’ Ordination, Marriveedu Parish, Mass at
10.00 a.m.
19th Sithanagaram Parish Feast, Mass at 5.00 p.m.
22nd – 23rd Colloquium of Congregation for Doctrine of Faith, Bangalore
26th Pachipenta Parish Church Feast, Mass at 11.00 a.m.
28th – 31st TCBC Meeting, Hyderabad
31st St. Joan of Arc Church Feast, Rajamundry, Mass at 5.30 p.m.
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COMMUNICATIONS
1. Appointments:
a) Rev. D. Balashowry is appointed Vicar General of our
Archdiocese of Visakhapatnam with the effect from
13th November, 2018. He will also continue to be the Parish
priest of Seethammdhara Parish. Our prayerful wishes to
him and for his new responsibilities.
b) Fr. P. Joseph Prabhakar is appointed as the in-charge
Procurator of the Archdiocese of Visakhapatnam with
the effect from November 13, 2018. As he has to continue to
be the rector of the St. Ann’s Minor Seminary, he will be
attending to the procurator’s work for three days in a week:
Monday, Wednesday and Friday, from 9.00 a.m. to 5.00 p.m.
We extend our prayerful wishes to him and for the added
responsibilities given to him!
c) Fr. Peter Simhadri is appointed as Adminsitrator of the
Archbishop's House. He will also continue to be Secretary
to Our Archbishop.
2. Recollection for the clergy will be on Tuesday, 11th December
from 9.30 a.m. to 1.30 p.m.at the Pastoral Center, Maharanipeta.
All the pastoral clergy are expected to attend the recollection
without fail.
3. By the time this News Letter reaches you, the first week of Advent
Season would have begun. This is the commencement of the
New Liturgical Year, 2018-19. Ordo will be available by
11th December, the Recollection day. I want to appeal to all
the pastoral clergy, men and women religious that the Liturgy
of the Eucharist and other sacraments should be celebrated
with due dignity, order and decorum guided by the Directives
given by the Church. In our Archdiocese there is rather well
observed liturgical discipline and let us keep up the same. Please
see to the following: 1) Liturgical singing should be
regulated and guided by the Parish priest and his pastoral
collaborators, especially in the use of musical instruments
and sound system; 2) Let us continue to promote
community singing at Holy Mass; 3) The parish priest
should see to proper the preparation of the “readers” in
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advance; if the responsorial psalm is prayed after the first
reading, no hymn should be sung; it is either the psalm or
a suitable song, but not both! 3) Please instruct the choir to
wait for a minute before starting to music and singing after
the reading ends. 4) Avoind flowers and keeping other
items like books or papers on the altar; 5) Use of the
presidential chair for the Holy Mass up to the time of
offertory .
4. Please send the Collections for the Mission Sunday and other
year-marked collections to the office of the Procurator at the
earliest possible, preferably before the Christmas celebrations
commence! We hope that most of you have given already but
still a reminder for those who could not hand over! This will be
help to the office to keep track of the list. There will be other
collections to be taken from January to April, 2019.
5. Divyavani Prema Vindu is scheduled for Saturday, 22nd December,
2018. Like last year let us make this day successful and
manifest our continued good will and support to our Divyavani
TV Channel, the only Catholic TV channel. With all the challenges,
Divyavani is its third year of service to the Telugu speaking
viewers in the two Telugu States of Andhra Pradesh and
Telangana. The details of the programme on 22nd will be made
known to you by Fr. Mohan Prasad, Divyavani Zonal Coordinator.
6. From the academic year, 2019-20, the candidates applying for
admission in the minor seminary for our Archdiocese of
Visakhapatnam should have passed Intermediate course. This
matter was discussed and decision was taken in the meeting of
the “Priests Council” (Senate) on 20th August, 2018. Parish
priests are hereby directed to inform the faithful and accordingly
encourage the prospective candidates after the vocation camp
in the month of April, 2019

Wish you A Blessed Christmas and Happy New Year

† Prakash Mallavarapu
Archbishop of Visakhapatnam
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ARCHDIOCESE NEWS
Pastoral Center News
Report of Gnana Jyothi Bible Quiz
Jyothirmaie Gnana Jyothi Bible Quiz Exam was well conducted on 4th
November 2018 from 10 am to 1 pm in their respective parishes with the
co operation of all the parish priests, sisters, catechism teachers,
catechists and many others who helped the pastoral centre office. Answer
papers are under scrutiny and in short while the results will be out. I
thank whole heartedly all those who were a real help for me in doing this
task.
Report of Regents Recollection
A day recollection was arranged for all the regent brothers on
8th November 2018 at St. Theresa’s Boarding at Peddaboddepalli from
9am to 1pm. They had a talk on importance of the call, followed by
adoration and confessions by Rev. Fr. Sivvam Vijaybhaskar. I thank Rev.
Fr. A. V. S. Pradeep who hosted this recollection and Rev. Fr. Sivvam
Vijaybhaskar who helped us.
Report of Catechism Teachers Second Meeting
Catechism teachers second meeting for this academic year, was held
on 13th November 2018 at our pastoral centre hall from 10am to 4pm.
There were good number of participants who shared their views for the
betterment of the catechism. As they could not complete the whole
syllabus, for this year syllabus will be as follows.(For both media)
Classes 1st to 6th 15 chapters.
Classes 7th to 9th 12 chapters.
Class 10th 11 chapters only.
Intermediate: Youcat (what we believe) Part-1 questions 86-165 and
St. Alphonsa.
Degree: Youcat Part-111 questions 279-379, St. Kuriakose.
Teachers: Catechism of the Catholic Church part-4 pages 503-557,
Sirach 1-20 chapters,and St.Vincent De Paul, St. Monica.
Catechists: Catechism of the Catholic Church part-4 pages 503-557,
Sirach 1-20 chapters, St. Augustine, and St. Theresa of Avila.
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Report of Catholica Bhakti Geethala Sangeethotsvam
In honour of St. Cecilia, the patroness saint of liturgical music,
Catholica Bhakti Geethala Sangeethotsvam was organized
on 22ndNovember 2018 Thursday, at St. Anthony’s High
School, Maharanipeta from 6pm to 8:30pm. For this year we had
Christmas theme and good response was there from the parish
priests along with their choir groups. These were the groups and
the songs.
• St. Ann’s Sisters: Prayer song
• St. Peter’s Cathedral, Gnanapuram – Chukkallo Chakkani chukka
puttindhi
• Infant Jesus Church, Seethammadara – Madhuramaina
gaanalatho
• St. Ann’s Co-Cathedral, Reading Room – Yeshaiah pravaktha
chetha Immanuel ani
• Sacred Heart Church , Bhemunipatnam- Santhi Dhuthaga Asala
jyothi ga
• Christ the Saviour’s Church, Steelplant – Happy feast day to
you (Hindi)
• Holy Family Church , Vadlapudi – Divya bala yesu ku navya
geetham padandi
• Holy Cross Church, Gajuwaka – Bethlehem lo sandhadi
• St. Francis Church ,Madurawada – A gudilo puditheno kadhu
jayanthi
• St. Joseph’s Church, Malkapuram – Anandamanandhamaye
Christmas pandagochene
• St. Anthony’s Church, Maharanipeta – Christmas song
• St. Francis Church, Muralinagar- Christmas song
• St. Thomas Church, Butchirajupalem – Manasa padave jolali,
manujavatharuda jolali
• St. Ann’s Minor Seminary Brothers – Kondakonallo
• Archbishop and Priests Choir – Manasulakanandamugolipe
His Grace Mallavarapu Prakash our Archbishop in his speech
has exhorted the parish choirs to take a special care in selecting
the songs for the celebrations and sing songs with devotion in
order to help people gathered and priest to celebrate the liturgical
celebration with devotion to give glory to God. I sincerely thank all
the priests and sisters who have encouraged and participated along
with their choir groups and made the day memorable.
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Formation of Children’s Faith
With the collaboration of the Regional Pastoral Centre (Jyothirmaie
Society), a day is set up for the formation of Children’s faith on 9th(Sunday)
December 2018, for 7th 8th and 9th class catechism children(Urban
deanary) at Pastoral centre Hall from 9am to 4pm. (at least 10 for each
class) Please send catechism children along with their catechism teacher.
Please inform me early the number of children for the better arrangements.

Pre- Christmas Celebrations at Pastoral Centre
I am very glad to announce to you the dates of the pre- celebration of
Christmas to Youth, health personals, catholic teachers, and catechism
teachers. Please do announce and encourage to participate to have the
joy of celebrating as a group.
•

On 16th December 2017, Sunday, Pre – Christmas celebration for all
the youth of our Archdiocese at Pastoral Centre, Maharanipeta, from
10 am onwards. Please guide the youth to come prepared for singing,
dancing, fancy dress and Bible quiz (Book of Revelation) competitions
on Christmas theme.

•

On 18th December 2017, Tuesday, Pre-Christmas celebration for all
the catholic health personnel (Doctors, Nurses and all those working
in medical field) at Pastoral Centre, Maharanipeta, from 10am to 4pm.

•

On 19th December 2018, Wednesday, Pre – Christmas celebration
for Catholic teachers and catechism teachers, at Pastoral Centre
from 5pm onwards. Please I request all the Reverend Parish priests,
Principals of collages and schools, head masters and head mistress
to take a special care and encourage for this celebration for which
your presence also highly expected.

Marriage preparation Course at East Godavari Deanery
Marriage preparation course for the deanery of East Godavari will be
conducted at different parishes namely Prathipadu Parish on 4 th
December, Rajahmundry Parish on 5 th December, Samalkota on
6th December. May I request the parish priests to encourage young people
to participate and get prepared to get married with clear minds
VILLAGE CAMP SISTERS
Three groups of Camping sisters (St. Joseph of Annecy, St. Ann’s Luzern
and Missionary Sisters of the Immaculate) for helping in our parishes for
pastoral care are available. Those of you the parish priests like to have
their services can approach the pastoral centre office.
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Annual Catechism Examination
For this academic year, 2018 annual catechism examination for both
media will be conducted on 26th January 2018, Saturday, at Kristu
Jayanthi High School from 10am to 12:30pm, please prepare the children
for this examination with a pre examination conducted in the month of
December. Please send the list of the names of the qualified children of
the exam you conducted by the end of December to the pastoral centre
office for annual examination attendance.
Fr. Ch. Mariadas
Pastoral Centre Director

A grand welcome to the Congregation of
Poor Clares of Perpetual Adoration (PCPA)
into the Diocese of Nalgonda
“Gratitude can transform common
days into thanksgivings, turn
routine jobs into joy, and change
ordinary opportunities into
blessings”. 21st November 2018
was a great day to rejoice for the
Congregation of Poor Clares of
Perpetual Adoration (PCPA) and
for the diocese of Nalgonda. The long cherished dream of our bishop
Most Rev. Govindu Joji to have a monastery is fulfilled with the arrival
of Poor Clares of Perpetual Adoration (PCPA) into the Diocese of
Nalgonda.
During the holy mass celebrated On the twenty first of November,
on the feast of Presentation of Blessed Virgin Mary, Most Rev.
Govindu Joji, the bishop of Nalgonda officially blessed and opened
the temporary building for monastery at Nalgonda in the presence
of Rev. Sr. Mary Philippa, the superior general of Christ the King
Adoration Monastery, Visakhapatnam, Rev. Sr Assisi , the superior
general of new monastery, Nalgonda. Also present were a good
number of priests, religious and secular order members together
with a representation of cloistered nuns from Rakshanagiri,
Gnanapuram, Visakhapatnam.
The grand finale of this joyful day ended with refreshments
accompanied by fellowship meal. But before things came truly to
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an end we had to taste an exquisite tart in the form of the new
monastery and the Holy Face which the nuns wished to give to the
community on this occasion.
During the blessing, the Bishop consecrated the Ambo, the Altar,
sacred articles and finally the Tabernacle. The Blessed Sacrament
was reserved after the solemn Eucharistic sacrifice offered. The
procession carrying the Blessed Sacrament after the Eucharistic
Sacrifice by bishop accompanied by priests and religious was an
ecstatic moment
filled with gratitude.
Sincere thanks and
appreciation to Rev.
Fr. Bellamkonda
Innaiah, fathers,
sisters of all the
religious communities in Nalgonda
town for the continual
support and prayers offered.

“Jesus Christ has made me His own…..
Therefore I sing Christ is enough for me,
everything I need is in Him”
Every invitation to follow
Christ demands sharing of
His life and His mission.
Responding to this invitation,
18 Novices made their
First Commitment to the
Lord on 21st Nov. 2018
and became religious
sisters in the Congregation
of the Sisters of St. Ann Luzern. The solemn ceremony of the First
Profession as well as the Eucharistic Celebration was officiated by
Most. Rev. Mallavarappu Prakash, Archbishop of Visakhapatnam
Diocese, in the presence of the Major Superiors, Priests, Religious,
parents and relatives.We thank God for the gift of our young Sisters
and entrust them into the loving care and mercy of God that they
may be empowered to bear witness to Christ in all circumstances.
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Marriage Preparation Course - 10-11-2018
Marriage
preparation
course-V was conducted at
MSFS Dhyanashram/white
house at Chinna Waltair on
10th of November 2018,
Second Saturday. The
programme began with the
Registration at 8:30 am.
And at 9:30 am we have
gathered at the conference hall for opening prayer, hymn of praise,
welcoming words, Scripture reading and lighting of the lamp by
Rev. Fr. John Prakash. Introductory talk was given by Fr. Francis
Stephen. At 10: 00 am, we had first talk on Marriage as a Sacrament
by Rev. Fr. John Prakash. He explained in detail how the marriage
is a plan of God and how we should co-operate with His plan and
realize that it is a sacrament and not merely a contrast. And it is
permanent in nature and indissoluble. At 11:00 am, we had teabreak followed by the second talk about Personality Development
and Understanding which shapes the marital life into something
beautiful. At 11:30 am, we had the third talk by Dr. Jaya Raju, a
specialist in surgery at K.G.H, spoke about the marriage and its
Biological, Psychological, Sexual, Social , Ethical, Medical and Moral
aspects-followed by lunch at 1:30 pm. At 2:00 pm, we had the 4th
session all about Marriage and its Implications in the modern world
and especially financial matters in marriage are also brought to
the understanding of the would-be couple by V.R.A. Raju. At 3:00
pm, we had a 5th session on Marriage & Civil Law by Advocate
Premanda Rao. At 3:30 pm we had 6th session on Canon Law &
Marriage by Fr. Francis Stephen. At 4 pm, we had 7th session in
which a senior couple shared their marital experiences. It was highly
enriching, inspiring, motivating and enlightening the would-be
couple. At 4:45 pm, in the 8th session, Fr. Francis Stephen spoke
about the Interpersonal relationship & skills of parenting. At 5:15,
we had the distribution of the certificates by Dr. Manjulatha followed
by tea and photo-session and vote of thanks and hymn to Our
Lady. Special thanks to His grace most Rev. Dr. Mallavarapu
Prakash and very. Rev. Fr. Chinnappa Reddy-Provincial Superior
and all those who helped. Thank you.
Note: Next Marriage Preparation Course is on February 19th 2019.
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Christians and Sikhs:
To promote a culture of tenderness
MESSAGE FOR GURU NANAK
PRAKASH DIWAS 2018, Vatican City
Dear Sikh Friends,
The Pontifical Council for Interreligious Dialogue greets you all with
warm felicitations and good wishes as you celebrate Sri Guru Nanak
Prakash Diwas, this year, on 23 November. May your festivities
marking this feast renew and reinvigorate the bonds of mutual
respect and love in your families and communities, so also enhance
– among you – happiness, harmony and peace!
Our cherished tradition of sharing with you some thoughts on this
occasion draws your kind attention, this year, towards nurturing
and promoting a culture of tenderness, since a culture of selfcentredness and indifference towards one another seems to be
taking root almost everywhere. An alarming rise, moreover, in the
number of people in our neighbourhoods and townships who feel
unloved and uncared for is indicative of a tenderness index at an
all-time low across the globe. Our reflection, therefore, also focuses
on how we, both Christians and Sikhs, can advance the culture of
tenderness for the wellbeing of all human beings.
‘Tenderness’, as experienced and explained commonly, is a gesture
on one’s part that displays kindness and gentleness, care and
concern towards the other. It is a display of the ability of the humans
to feel with and feel for others. It is heartily looking at, listening to,
being with and comforting others especially the most vulnerable of
the society and doing everything possible, even taking risks, for
their welfare. Pope Francis loves to describe it as “a movement
that starts from our heart and reaches the eyes, the ears and the
hand” (Video Talk, TED Conference, Vancouver, Canada, 25 April,
2017). The foundation of ‘tenderness’ is, undoubtedly, God Himself
who is ‘infinite tenderness’. However, we experience the divine
tenderness, care and providence in times of need mostly through
human instrumentality, as though it were God’s most preferred
route. Thus, being needy ourselves of tenderness from God and
others and being members of one human family we need today in
our world what the Holy Father calls a “revolution of tenderness”
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(Pope Francis, Evangelii Gaudium, Apostolic Exhortation, 2013, no.
88) spearheaded through genuine gestures of care and concrete
actions of compassion towards our brothers and sisters, specially
the poor, the weak, the sick, the elderly, the disabled and the
migrants, no matter which religious traditions they belong to. The
greater ‘tenderness’ manifests itself in our words and deeds, the
better can the culture of tenderness spread its roots far and wide.
This tenderness must also extend to the whole of creation because
caring for the earth and caring for one another go hand in hand;
non-caring for the nature would amount to noncaring of human
beings and vice versa (Cf. Pope Francis, Message for the World
Day of Prayer for the Care of Creation, 1 Sept. 2016, no. 1).
The formation in ‘tenderness’ evidently must begin in the families
themselves where children, led by the example of parents and elders
learn to show love, care and concern for others, particularly the
weak and the needy, serving them and being of support to them.
Religious teachings, educational institutions and means of social
communications all definitely play a vital role in inculcating among
practitioners of religions, students and the other citizens altruistic,
benevolent and respectful behaviour towards others. If such a life
pattern is adopted by adherents of every religion, there is bound
to be greater harmony and peace in our world. Nurturing the ‘culture
of tenderness’ can thus be the new model even for interreligious
engagements and joint achievements, and for building a better world
through a shared vision and a common action.
Both of our religions believe in the Fatherhood of God and Brotherhood
of all human beings. Living by these religious convictions and
encouraging others to live by the same, may we Christians and
Sikhs, joining hands with believers of other religious traditions and
all people of good will, do all we can, in humility and human solidarity
to promote a ‘culture of tenderness’ for the wellbeing of every human
being and for the welfare of the entire created world!
Wish you all, once again, a joyous and serene Prakash Diwas of
Guru Nanak Dev Ji!
Bishop Miguel Ángel Ayuso Guixot, MCCJ
Secretary
PONTIFICAL COUNCIL FOR INTERRELIGIOUS DIALOGUE
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A NOTE OF APPRECIATION
VATICAN APPOINTS CYRIL JOHN
A MEMBER OF CHARIS
The Catholic Bishops’ Conference of India (CBCI)
congratulates Mr Cyril John on his appointment
as a member of CHARIS (Catholic Charismatic
Renewal International Service) constituted on the
personal initiative of the Holy Father Pope
Francis. An announcement from Vatican’s
Dicastery for Laity, Family and Life said that the
Holy See was erecting a new body, CHARIS for
providing a new, single, international service for the needs of the
Catholic Charismatic Renewal in the Church. The Holy See
appointed Dr Jean-Luc Moens from Belgium as the moderator of
the new entity and Rev. Fr Raniero Cantalamessa OFM Cap, Papal
Preacher from Italy, as its Ecclesiastical Advisor. Mr. Cyril John will
represent Asia on the 18-member new worldwide body that will
operate in favour of all expressions of the Catholic Charismatic
Renewal for a three-year term.
The Catholic Charismatic Renewal started in the Church in 1967
as a fruit of the Second Vatican. Today it is estimated that there are
more than 120 million people worldwide who will testify to a life
changing experience of the Holy Spirit through their contact with
the CCR. In 1990, a network of CCR international covenant
communities rooted in charismatic spirituality was recognised at
the Pontifical level as a private association of the faithful, under
the name of ‘Catholic Fraternity of Covenant Communities and
Fellowships’ with a mission to consolidate the bonds of the covenant
communities to the Catholic Church and to encourage evangelization.
In 1993, the Pontifical Council for the Laity granted pontifical
recognition to International Catholic Charismatic Renewal Services
(ICCRS), representing the Catholic Charismatic Renewal, approving
its statutes as an international organism of service. For many years
the Catholic Fraternity and the ICCRS have been working
separately.
In April 2016, Pope Francis appointed a committee to work on the
new One Single Service with the accompaniment of the Pontifical
Council for the Laity, Family and Life. The statutes of CHARIS have
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been approved ad experimentum by our Holy Father Pope Francis.
CHARIS will assume its function on the Solemnity of Pentecost 2019,
the day on which CHARIS‘ statutes will come into effect. On the same
date, the International Catholic Charismatic Renewal Services and
the Catholic Fraternity of Charismatic Covenant Communities and
Fellowships will cease to exist. CHARIS will have the mandate to
reach out to all expressions of the Catholic Charismatic Renewal.
Mr Cyril John, a native of Kuravilangad in Kerala began involvement
in the movement in 1982. He has been the Chairman of the Renewal
in the Archdiocese of Delhi, Chairman of Indian National Service
Team, Chairman of ICCRS Sub-Committee for Asia-Oceania (ISAO)
since 2006 and was Vice-President of ICCRS Council from 2007 to
2015. Mr.Cyril worked as the Joint Secretary & Chief of Protocol in
Lok Sabha Secretariat of the Indian Parliament until his retirement
on 30 November, 2016. He is also the author of the books, ‘Spurred
by the Spirit’, ‘Come, let us Celebrate the Holy Eucharist’, ‘The
Catholic Charismatic Renewal in India – An Appraisal’, ‘Pray Lifting
Up Holy Hands’ and ‘Prophetic Intercession’. He lives in New Delhi
with his wife, Elsamma, and their four children.
We pray for him and his family that they may feel the presence of
the Holy Spirit in their lives and that their home may be filled with
God’s abundant blessings. May Our Lady Mother of the Church
protect them under her mantle.
Bishop Theodore Mascarenhas SFX
Secretary General, CBCI

PRESS RELEASE ON THE DAMAGE CAUSED
BY CYCLONE GAJA
The Catholic Bishops’ Conference of India expresses it deep sorrow
and sadness at the heavy damage inflicted by cyclone Gaja which
hit the coastal districts of Tamil Nadu in the morning of 16th
November, 2018. Cyclonic Gaja made landfall in the Nagapattinam
District of Tamil Nadu around 1:40 a.m. on Friday. Heavy rain and
strong winds have been lashing the coastal areas of Tamil Nadu
since Thursday evening. According to initial reports 23 people have
lost their lives and a total of 81,948 people are staying in 471 relief
centres in six districts. The natural disaster took its toll despite the
preventive measures taken by the Government of Tamil Nadu and
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by the Church. The most affected areas lie in Diocese of Thanjavur
and Archdiocese of Pondicherry-Cuddalore which have been badly
affected by this cyclone. The districts of Nagapattinam, Pudukottai
and Pattukottai are the most affected regions. The Shrine of Our
Lady of Health, Vailankanni, was also affected badly. The ferocious
winds have taken off the cross from the tower of the ancient Church
and have also severely damaged the statue of Jesus near the
Morning Star Church. Many people of this region have lost their
houses, the trees have been uprooted, the roads and the school
buildings have been damaged. The Church personnel, especially
TASOSS, TMSSS and PMSSS (Social Service Societies of the
Region and Diocese) under the guidance of the Bishop of Thanjavur,
Most Rev. M. Devadass Ambrose and the Archbishop of PondicherryCuddalore, Most Rev. Antony Anandarayar, are helping the affected
people. The Catholic Church stands in solidarity with all people
suffering from this calamity and desires to help all people irrespective
of their religion, community or provenience. Caritas India is assessing
the damage and will begin immediate relief intervention as soon as
possible. We reiterate our desire to work with the Government and
all people of good will to provide succour to the suffering people.
We pray for the repose of the departed people and even as we
offer our condolences to the affected families we assure them of
our support and comfort.
Bishop Theodore Mascarenhas, SFX Secretary General,
Catholic Bishops’ Conference of India

We have Seven Deacons for this Year 2018
for the Archdiocese of Visakhapatnam
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.

Their Diaconate Ministry Places
Bro. Naresh (Draksharama)
Bro. Ajay (Kondadaba)
Bro. Paul (Mandapeta)
Bro. Alphonse (Anaparthi)
Bro Mathias (Kothakota)
Bro. P. Anand (Vengapuram)
Bro. Chinna Babu (Salur-2)

Our Congratulations to them and
Let us pray for the during their Diaconate Ministry
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World Day of the Poor
HOLY MASS
HOMILY OF HIS HOLINESS POPE FRANCIS
Vatican Basilica
33th Sunday of Ordinary Time,18 November 2018
Let us look at three things Jesus does in today’s Gospel.
First: while it is still day, he ”leaves”. He leaves the crowds at the
height of his success, acclaimed for his multiplication of the loaves.
Though the disciples wanted to bask in the glory, he tells them to
go ahead and then dismisses the crowd (cf. Mt 14:22-23). Sought
by the people, he goes off by himself; as the excitement was winding
down, he goes up the mountain to pray. Then, in the dead of night,
he comes down and goes to the disciples, walking on the windswept waters. In all of this, Jesus goes against the current: first, he
leaves behind success, and then tranquillity. He teaches us the
courage to leave: to leave behind the success that swells the heart
and the tranquillity that deadens the soul.
To go where? To God by praying, and to those in need by loving.
These are the true treasures in life: God and our neighbour. And
this is the road Jesus tells us to take: to go up to God and to come
down to our brothers and sisters. He tears us away from grazing
undisturbed in the comfortable meadows of life, from living a life of
ease amid little daily pleasures. His disciples are not meant for the
carefree calm of a normal life. Like Jesus, they make their way
travelling light, ready to leave momentary glories behind, careful
not to cling to fleeting goods. Christians know that their homeland
is elsewhere, that they are even now – as Saint Paul reminds us in
the second reading – “fellow citizens with the saints and members
of the household of God” (cf. Eph 2:19). They are used to being
wayfarers. We do not live to accumulate; our glory lies in leaving
behind the things that pass away in order to hold on to those that
last. Let us ask God to make us like the Church described in the
first reading: always on the move, good at leaving and faithful in
serving (cf. Acts 28:11-14). Rouse us, Lord, from our idle calm, from
the quiet lull of our safe harbours. Set us free from the moorings of
self-absorption that weigh life down; free us from constantly seeking
success. Teach us, Lord, to know how to ”leave” in order to set out
on the road you have shown us: to God and to our neighbour.
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The second thing: in the heart of the night, Jesus reassures. He goes
to his disciples, in the dark, walking “on the sea” (v. 25). The “sea” in
this case was really a lake, but the idea of the “sea”, with its murky
depths, evokes the forces of evil. Jesus, in effect, goes to meet his
disciples by trampling on the malign foes of humanity. And this is the
meaning of the sign: rather than a triumphant display of power, it is a
revelation of the reassuring certainty that Jesus, and Jesus alone,
triumphs over our greatest enemies: the devil, sin, death, fear,
worldliness. Today, and to us, he says: “Take heart, it is I; do not be
afraid” (v. 27).
The boat of our life is often storm-tossed and buffeted by winds.
Even when the waters are calm, they quickly grow agitated. When
we are caught up in those storms, they seem to be our only problem.
But the issue is not the momentary storm, but how we are navigating
through life. The secret of navigating well is to invite Jesus on board.
The rudder of life must be surrendered to him, so that he can steer
the route. He alone gives life in death and hope in suffering; he
alone heals our heart by his forgiveness and frees us from fear by
instilling confidence. Today, let us invite Jesus into the boat of our
life. Like the disciples, we will realize that once he is on board, the
winds die down (cf. v. 32) and there can be no shipwreck. With him
on board, there will never be a shipwreck! Only with Jesus do we
then become capable of offering reassurance. How greatly we need
people who can comfort others not with empty words, but with words
of life, with deeds of life. In the name of Jesus, we are able to offer
true comfort. It is not empty words of encouragement, but the
presence of Jesus that grants strength. Reassure us, Lord:
comforted by you, we will be able to bring true comfort to others.
The third thing Jesus does: in the midst of the storm, he stretches
out his hand (cf. v. 31). He takes hold of Peter who, in his fear and
doubt, was sinking, and cried out: “Lord, save me!” (v. 30). We can
put ourselves in Peter’s place: we are people of little faith, pleading
for salvation. We are wanting in true life and we need the
outstretched hand of the Lord to draw us out from evil. This is the
beginning of faith: to cast off the pride that makes us feel selfsufficient, and to realize that we are in need of salvation. Faith grows
in this climate, to which we adapt ourselves by taking our place beside
those who do not set themselves on a pedestal but are needy and
cry out for help. This is why it is important for all of us to live our faith
in contact with those in need. This is not a sociological option, the
fashion of a single pontificate; it is a theological requirement. It entails
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acknowledging that we are beggars pleading for salvation, brothers
and sisters of all, but especially of the poor whom the Lord loves. In
this way, we embrace the spirit of the Gospel. “The spirit of poverty
and of love – says the Council – is in fact the glory and witness of
the Church of Christ” (Gaudium et Spes, 88).
Jesus heard the cry of Peter. Let us ask for the grace to hear the
cry of all those tossed by the waves of life. The cry of the poor: it is
the stifled cry of the unborn, of starving children, of young people
more used to the explosion of bombs than happy shouts of the
playground. It is the cry of the elderly, cast off and abandoned to
themselves. It is the cry of all those who face the storms of life
without the presence of a friend. It is the cry of all those forced to
flee their homes and native land for an uncertain future. It is the
cry of entire peoples, deprived even of the great natural resources
at their disposal. It is the cry of every Lazarus who weeps while the
wealthy few feast on what, in justice, belongs to all. Injustice is the
perverse root of poverty. The cry of the poor daily grows louder
but is heard less and less. Every day that cry gets louder, but
every day heard less, drowned out by the din of the rich few, who
grow ever fewer and more rich.
In the face of contempt for human dignity, we often remain with
arms folded or stretched out as a sign of our frustration before the
grim power of evil. Yet we Christians cannot stand with arms folded
in indifference, or with arms outstretched in helplessness. No. As
believers, we must stretch out our hands, as Jesus does with us.
The cry of the poor finds a hearing with God. Yet I ask, does it with
us? Do we have eyes to see, ears to hear, hands outstretched to
offer help? Or do we keep repeating: “Come back tomorrow”?
“Christ himself appeals to the charity of his disciples in the person
of the poor” (Gaudium et Spes, loc. cit.). He asks us to recognize
him in all those who are hungry and thirsty, in the stranger and
those stripped of dignity, in the sick and those in prison (cf. Mt25:3536).
The Lord stretches out his hand, freely and not out of duty. And so
it must be with us. We are not called to do good only to those who
like us. That is normal, but Jesus demands that we do something
more (cf. Mt 5:46): to give to those who have nothing to give back,
to love gratuitously (cf. Lk 6:32-36). Let us look around in our own
day. For all that we do, do we ever do anything completely for free,
something for a person who cannot repay us? That will be our
outstretched hand, our true treasure in heaven.
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Stretch out your hand to us, Lord, and take hold of us. Help us to
love as you love. Teach us to leave behind all that is passing, to
be a source of reassurance to those around us, and to give freely
to all those in need. Amen.

LET US PRAY
For Holy Father’s Monthly Prayer Intention
Evangelization: In the Service of the Transmission of Faith
That people, who are involved in the service and transmission
of faith, may find, in their dialogue with culture, a language suited
to the condition of the present time.

POPE FRANCIS
GENERAL AUDIENCE
Wednesday, 7 November 2018
Dear Brothers and Sisters!
Continuing the explanation of the Decalogue, today we come to
the Seventh Word: “You shall not steal”. In hearing this
commandment we think of the theme of theft and of respect for
other people’s property. There is no culture in which theft and the
abuse of property are legal; human sensibility, in fact, is very
sensitive in regard to the defence of property. But it is worth
opening ourselves up to a broader interpretation of this Word,
focusing on the theme of the ownership of goods in the light of
Christian wisdom.
The Social Doctrine of the Church speaks of the universal
destination of goods. What does it mean? Let us listen to what the
Catechism says: “In the beginning God entrusted the earth and its
resources to the common stewardship of mankind to take care of
them, master them by labor, and enjoy their fruits. The goods of
creation are destined for the whole human race” (n. 2402).
Moreover: “The universal destination of goods remains primordial,
even if the promotion of the common good requires respect for
the right to private property and its exercise” (n. 2403).[1]
Providence, however, did not create a world ‘of series’; there are
differences, different conditions, different cultures, so one can live
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by providing for one another. The world is rich in resources to
ensure the basic necessities for everyone. Yet many live in
scandalous indigence and resources, used indiscriminately, are
dwindling. But there is only one world! There is only one
humanity![2] Today the world’s wealth is in the hands of the minority,
of the few, and poverty, or rather misery and suffering, is in those
of the many, of the majority.
If there is hunger on earth it is not for lack of food! Rather, due to
market demands it is at times even destroyed, wasted. What is
lacking is free and forward-looking entrepreneurship, which
ensures proper production in a solidary framework, which ensures
equitable distribution. The Catechism also states: “In his use of
things man should regard the external goods he legitimately owns
not merely as exclusive to himself but common to others also, in
the sense that they can benefit others as well as himself” (n. 2404).
All wealth, in order to be good, must have a social dimension.
The positive and broad meaning of the commandment “you shall
not steal” appears in this perspective. “The ownership of any
property makes its holder a steward of Providence” (ibid.). No one
is the absolute owner of goods: he is a steward of goods.
Ownership is a responsibility: ‘But I am rich in everything...’ — this
is a responsibility that you have. And every good subtracted from
the logic of God’s Providence is betrayed; it is betrayed in its most
profound sense. What I truly own is what I am able to give. This is
the measure to evaluate how I am able to manage riches, whether
good or bad; this phrase is important: what I truly own is what I am
able to give. If I am able to give, I am open, then I am rich not only
in what I own, but also in generosity, generosity also as a duty to
give wealth, so that all may partake of it. In fact if I cannot give
something it is because that thing owns me, has power over me,
and enslaves me. The possession of goods is an opportunity to
multiply them creatively and to use them generously, and thereby
to grow in charity and freedom.
Christ himself, “though he was in the form of God, did not count
equality with God a thing to be grasped, but emptied himself” (Phil
2:6-7) and enriched us with his poverty (cf. 2 Cor 8:9).
While humanity takes pains to have more, God redeems it by
becoming poor: that Crucified Man paid an incalculable ransom
for everyone, on the part of God the Father, “rich in mercy” (Eph
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2:4; cf. Jas 5:11). What makes us rich is not goods but love. So
often we have heard what the People of God say: ‘The devil enters
through the pockets’. It starts with a love of money, a hunger for
possessions; then comes vanity: ‘Ah, I am rich and brag about it’;
and, in the end, pride and arrogance. This is the devil’s way of
acting in us. But the entrance is through the pocket.
Dear brothers and sisters, once again Jesus Christ reveals to us
the full meaning of Scripture. “You shall not steal” means: love
with your goods, make use of your means to love as best you can.
Then your life becomes good and your property truly becomes a
gift. Because life is not the time for possessing but for loving. Thank
you.
Wednesday, 14 November 2018
Dear Brothers and Sisters!
In today’s catechesis we will address the Eighth Word of the
Decalogue: “You shall not bear false witness against your
neighbour”. This Commandment — the Catechism says — “forbids
misrepresenting the truth in our relations with others” (n. 2464).
To live with false communication is serious because it impedes
relationships and, therefore, impedes love. Where there are lies
there is no love; there can be no love. And when we speak about
interpersonal communication we do not mean words alone, but
also gestures, attitudes, even silence and absence. A
person speaks with all that he is and does. We are always
communicating. We all live by communicating and we are always
poised between truth and lies.
But what does it mean to tell the truth? Does it mean being sincere?
Or precise? In fact, this is not enough, because one can be
genuinely mistaken, or one can be precise in the details but not
grasp the overall sense. At times we justify ourselves by saying:
‘But I said what I felt!’. Yes, but you have presented your point of
view as an absolute. Or: ‘I only told the truth!’. Perhaps, but you
revealed personal or private matters. How much gossip destroys
communion by inopportune comments or lack of sensitivity! Indeed,
gossip kills, and James the Apostle said this in his Letter. Those
who gossip are people who kill: they kill others because the tongue
kills as much as a knife. Be careful! Those who gossip are like
terrorists because their tongues throw a bomb and then they calmly
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walk away, but what they say with that bomb destroys the reputation
of others. Do not forget: gossiping kills. So: what is truth? This is
the question Pilate asked, just as Jesus, standing before him,
fulfilled the eighth Commandment (cf. Jn 18:38). Indeed, the words
“you shall not bear false witness against your neighbour” pertain
to forensic language. The Gospels culminate in the narrative of
Jesus’ Passion, Death and Resurrection; and this is the narrative
of a process, of the execution of the sentence and of an
unprecedented consequence.
As he is interrogated by Pilate, Jesus says: “For this I was born,
and for this I have come into the world, to bear witness to the truth”
(Jn 18:37). And Jesus bears this “witness” through his passion
and through his death. The Evangelist Mark recounts that “the
centurion, who stood facing him, saw that he thus breathed his
last, [and] said: ‘Truly this man was the Son of God!’” (15:39). Yes,
because he was consistent. He was consistent: in the way that he
dies, Jesus manifests the Father, his merciful and steadfast love.
Truth is fully realized in the very person of Jesus (cf. Jn 14:6), in
his way of living and of dying, fruit of his relationship with the Father.
This existence as children of God. He, the Risen One, gives it to
us too, sending the Holy Spirit who is the Spirit of truth, who attests
to our heart that God is our Father (cf. Rom 8:16). In every action,
man, people, either affirm or deny this truth. From the little everyday
situations to the most binding choices. But the logic is always the
same: what our parents and grandparents teach us when they tell
us not to tell lies. Let us ask ourselves: to what truths do our — we
Christians’ — deeds, our words, our choices, attest? Everyone
can ask themselves: am I a witness of truth, or am I more or less a
liar disguised as true? Everyone ask themselves. We Christians
are not exceptional men and women. However, we are children of
the heavenly Father, who is good and does not disappoint us, and
instills in our hearts love for our brothers and sisters. This truth is
not expressed so much in speech; it is a way of life, a way of living,
and is seen in every single action (cf. Jas 2:18). This man is
a true man, that woman is a true woman: one can see it. But how,
if they do not open their mouths. But they behave like true men
and women. They tell the truth, they act with truth. It is a good way
for us to live.

25

The truth is the marvelous revelation of God, of his Fatherly face;
it is his boundless love. This truth corresponds to human reason,
but infinitely transcends it, because it is a gift descended to the
earth and embodied in Christ crucified and Risen; it is made visible
by those who belong to him and demonstrate his same disposition.
Not bearing false witness means living as children of God, who
never, ever contradict themselves, never tell lies; living as children
of God, letting shine forth in every deed the supreme truth: that
God is Father and that we can trust in him. I trust God: this is the
great truth. From our trust in God — who is Father and who loves
me, loves us — springs my truth, being truthful and not a liar.
Wednesday, 21 November 2018
Dear Brothers and Sisters!
Our sessions on the Decalogue lead us today to the last
Commandment. We heard it at the opening. These are not only
the final words of the text, but much more: they are the fulfilment of
the journey through the Decalogue, touching the heart of all that it
consigns. In fact, on a closer look, no new content is being added:
the indications “you shall not covet your neighbour’s wife” and
“you shall not covet your neighbour’s goods” are at least latent in
the Commandments on adultery and theft; so what is the function
of these words? Is it a summary? Is it something more?
Let us keep well in mind that the purpose of all the Commandments
is to indicate life’s boundaries, the limits beyond which man destroys
himself and neighbour, ruining his relationship with God. If you go
beyond these, you destroy yourself, you also destroy your
relationship with God and your relationship with others. The
Commandments point this out. Through this last word the fact is
emphasized that all transgressions spring from a common inner
root: evil desires. All sins are born from an evil desire. All. There,
the heart begins to move and one sets out on that wave and ends
up in transgression. But not a formal, legal transgression: a
transgression that wounds oneself and others.
In the Gospel Jesus says it explicitly: “from within, out of the heart
of man, come evil thoughts, fornication, theft, murder, adultery,
coveting, wickedness, deceit, licentiousness, envy, slander, pride,
foolishness. All these evil things come from within, and they defile
a man” (Mk 7:21-23). Thus we understand that the whole itinerary
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outlined by the Decalogue would have no utility whatsoever if it did
not reach this level, the heart of man. Where do these awful things
come from? The Decalogue is clear and profound in this aspect:
this journey’s point of arrival — the last Commandment — is the
heart, and if this, if the heart is not liberated, the rest serves little
purpose. This is the challenge: to liberate the heart from all these
evil and awful things. God’s precepts can be reduced to being no
more than the lovely facade of a life that nevertheless continues
to be an existence of slaves, not of children. Often, something
unsightly and unresolved is hidden behind the pharisaic mask of
suffocating propriety.
We must instead allow ourselves to be unmasked by these
Commandments on desire, so they may show us our poverty, in
order to lead us to a holy humiliation. Each of us can ask ourselves:
which awful desires do I most often feel? Envy, greed, gossip? All
these things that come to me from inside. We each can ask
ourselves this and it will do us good. Man needs this blessed
humiliation: by which he discovers he cannot free himself on his
own, which is why he cries out to God in order to be saved. Paul
explains it in an unparalleled way, referring precisely to the
Commandment you shall not covet (Rom 7:7-24).
It is vain to think we can correct ourselves without the gift of the
Holy Spirit. It is vain to think we can purify our heart through a
tremendous effort of our own will: this is not possible. We must
open ourselves to the relationship with God, in truth and in freedom:
only in this way can our efforts bear fruit, because the Holy Spirit is
there to carry us forward. The task of Biblical Law is not to delude
man that literal obedience leads him to a contrived but unreachable
salvation. The Law’s task is to lead man to his truth, or to his poverty,
which becomes the authentic opening and personal opening to
God’s mercy, which transforms us and renews us. God is the only
one able to renew our heart, provided we open our heart to him: it
is the sole condition. He does everything but we must open our
heart to him. The final words of the Decalogue teach everyone to
acknowledge that we are beggars; they help us to face the turmoil
of our heart, in order to stop living selfishly and to become poor in
spirit, authentic in the sight of God, allowing ourselves to be
redeemed by the Son and to be tempered by the Holy Spirit. The
Holy Spirit is the teacher who guides us: let us allow ourselves to
be helped. We are beggars, let us ask for this grace.
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“Blessed are the poor in spirit, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven”
(Mt 5:3). Yes, blessed are those who stop deluding themselves
into believing that they can save themselves from their own
weaknesses without God’s mercy which alone can heal. Only God’s
mercy can heal hearts. Blessed are those who recognize their evil
desires and who, with a contrite and humbled heart, stand before
God and others not as righteous but as sinners. What Peter said
to the Lord is beautiful: “Depart from me, Lord, for I am a sinful
man”. This is a beautiful prayer: “Depart from me, Lord, for I am a
sinful man”. They are the ones who know how to have compassion,
who know how to have mercy for others because they experience
it themselves.

The Days To Remember

Hearty Congratulations &
Many Happy Returns of The Day
To You Dear Fathers!
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ìEternal Rest grant to them, O, Lord;
Let perpetual light shine upon them.
01-12-1917
01-12-1985
03-12-1871
03-12-1997
03-12-1912
05-12-1943
06-12-1917
06-12-1960
08-12-1969
08-12-2014
10-12-1998
12-12-1983
12-12-2000
14-12-1976
16-12-1899
18-12-1949
21-12-1968
23-12-1925
26-12-2010
29-12-1939
31-12-1988

Bro. Joseph Rannard msfs, 75 years, died at Gnanapuram
Fr. Anthony Juan, 88 years, died at Visakhapatnam
Bro. Jean Pierre Piccot msfs, 57 years, died at Aska, Orissa
Fr. Mathew Nadackal msfs, 90 years, died at Vizag
Fr. Blasic Deleaval msfs, 67 years, died at Juvigny, France
Fr. Jules Rey, 64 years msfs, died at Viziangaram
Fr. Francois Decompoix msfs, 93 yrs, died at Malmesbury, U.K.
Fr. Jean Grofort msfs, 57 years, died at Visakhapatnam
Fr. Antone Guilermin msfs, 47 years, died at Surada, Orissa
Fr.Mathew Mundamattam msfs, 68 years, Hyderabad
Fr. Gantedi Mariadas, 50 years, died at Visakhapatnam
Fr. Charles Polamarassetty msfs, 75 yrs, died at Visakhapatnam
Fr. Kakumanu Rayanna (Guntur), died at Visakhapatnam
Fr. Sebastian Puthuthundiyil msfs, 73 years, died at Visakhapatnam
Fr. Jerome Rebeira msfs, 40 years, died at Visakhapatnam
Bro. Paul Chauffat msfs, 74 years, died at Florimont, Switzerland
Bro. Lawrence Botha msfs, 80 years, died at Visakhapatnam
Fr. Jacques Phulpin msfs, 78 years, died at Fribourg, Switzerland
Fr. George Pakkumala msfs, 74 years, died at Trichur, Vadakkumcherry
Fr. Jules Contat msfs, 63 years, died at Visakhapatnam
Fr. Elie Meynet msfs, 83 years, died at Lausanne

May their souls rest in Peace!
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